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Danielle Gallagher Departs as Office Manager
It is with great sadness that our Staff Parish Relations Committee announces the resignation of 
Danielle Gallaher as our Office Manager. Danielle has worked in our office for the last 7 years and 
has also served in various other roles here in our Youth & Children’s ministries over the years. We are 
grateful for her ‘can do spirit’. We look forward to seeing what comes next for Danielle as she moves 
on to new challenges and adventures. Danielle’s last day will be September 30, so please stop by and 
thank her for her years of service. Danielle, Nick, and the kids will continue to attend our church, so 
expect to see her volunteering in some way. Thank you Danielle!

Dr. Bruce W. Spangler Preaching in 
Traditional Worship

This week we welcome Bruce Spangler 
to our traditional worship services.  
Bruce served as pastor in the Holston 
Conference for 35 years and retired 
from the Conference in 2017. While 
serving as a pastor to churches in 
Knoxville, Cleveland, and Chattanooga, 
he worked with people who needed 
a friend who could help guide them 
off the streets and into permanent 
supportive housing.

Bruce was assigned as the Chief Executive Officer for the 
Volunteer Ministry Center in Knoxville, Tennessee in June 
2015, having previously served as Chief Operating Officer 
since 2006.  Bruce has been working on the “Broadway 
Corridor” in Knoxville with individuals and families 
experiencing homelessness since 2002. 

In his spare time, he loves a good game of golf, and 
is married to Phyllis Spangler, Executive Director of 
Keystone Adult Day Program.

Sager Brown Mission Trip
A team of volunteers representing our church will 
travel to UMCOR Sager Brown in Louisiana the week 
of November 6–13. This is the team’s 15th trip and we 
need your help to assemble hygiene kits to take. These 
kits provide care for the most vulnerable during times 
of crisis after disasters in the United States. The kit 
information is located on top of the donation basket 
in the Library labeled ‘Sager Brown’. After completion 
of filling the bag(s), return the kit(s) to the same basket 
along with a check or cash for $2.00. If you do not wish to 
shop or cannot shop, then please donate a check or cash 
for the kit cost of $14.00. Make the check out to FUMC, 
memo: Sager Brown. For questions, contact Cara Weigel 
(481.8108) or Evelyn McKamy (483.5971).

Trustees Approve Purchase of a 
New Church Bus

The current bus is now fifteen years old and requires 
more and more maintenance to keep it safe. Financial 
commitments of designated funds amounting to 
$39,500 towards this purchase have already been 
made.  The Trustees are also investigating whether any 
local nonprofits or other businesses are interested in 
purchasing the current bus from FUMC.  The latest cost 
estimate, based upon similar buses now available is 
between $72,000 and $79,000.
 
If you have a desire to contribute towards this purchase, 
you may write your check to FUMCOR and write “Church 
Bus” in the memo.

First Steps Director, 
Elizabeth Bonner, is Stepping Down

I want to let you, my church family, 
know that I am resigning my position 
as director of the First Steps Program. 
I have been given an opportunity to 
pursue a career change that I am 
excited to tackle. It is completely out 
of the field of education and is going 
to be a positive move for me and my family.  This is not 
a decision I have made lightly and the transition out of 
this role is bittersweet. I am so proud of this program and 
have poured my heart and soul into this ministry for over 
10 years now. It has been a blessing to work here.  My 
last day will be Friday, October 1st. I am excited to see 
what the future holds. I am in constant prayer for the First 
Steps Program and for its future leadership.

Thank you for the unwavering support and love over the 
years.

- Elizabeth Bonner
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Congratulations to
Florence, Bryan, Jack,  

and Jo Harris 
on the birth of their son and 

brother, Patrick Samuel 
Harris, August 29. 

Grandparents are Sheila and  
Jim Michel.

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $11,161
2021 Year to Date: $913,638
2020 Year to Date: $904,482
Monthly Mission Offering:   $990

In Loving Memory of

Chet Morris

who joined the FUMC family November 29, 1959, and died August 31.  
We extend love and sympathy to his wife, Jane, and children.

Russ Morel

who joined the FUMC family on July 1, 2008, and died August 28. We extend 
love and sympathy to his wife, Linda, and children.

Streaming of Services is Expanding
In addition to live streaming our services to 
YouTube, we are now live on Facebook every 
week.  We will be adding new social media 
platforms to expand our reach and engage 
people through the preaching, prayer, 
and music of our worship services.  Please “like” our 
Facebook page today and help spread the word.

Friday Night Live Postponed
Shelby Fowler, Director of Children and Family 
Ministries, with the rest of the church staff, has decided 
to postpone Friday Night Live. This decision was made 
to ensure that our programs are safe for everyone in 
attendance, and with the rise of COVID-19 and the Delta 
variant we feel strongly that this is not the right time to 
hold this event. Those who have already registered will 
receive a full refund. 

Please email Shelby (sfowler@fumcor.org) if you have 
questions about Friday Night Live.  

Sign Up to Serve
Church in the Community Day

Saturday, September 18, is our church’s opportunity 
to serve our community, and we need your help. Join a 
team and your time and talents for part or all of the day. 
There are six projects to choose from—ADFAC; Blossom 
Center; Boys & Girls Club of Oak Ridge; Girls, Inc.; KARM in 
Knoxville; and YWCA. Visit the church website (under the 
“Serve” tab) for details about each project and to sign up.

Church, let’s work together to make a difference in our 
community. See you out there!

Special Offering for September: 
Blossom Center

Special offerings are collected to benefit organizations 
outside our Church. For September, Blossom Center 
for Childhood Excellence, has been chosen. Blossom 
Center is a charitable childhood care center providing 
care seven days a week with meals cooked on site, 
extracurricular activities such as piano lessons, tutoring 
and homework completion. 

Unlike many other childcare services, Blossom Center’s 
program is academically oriented. It helps to close 
the gap between home and school, resulting in better 
educational outcomes. Blossom Center provides 
homework completion and tutoring services that 
improve academic achievement, giving parents who 
work long hours peace of mind. Church donations assist 
in providing affordable care to low-income families.


