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First Things 
Keystone Activity Totes (KAT) Are Here! 

 

Keystone is busy imagining new ways to offer programming 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. One such way is the creation 

of tote bags that contain multiple activities, complete with 

supplies and instructions, for our participants and caregivers 

to use at home. While the Keystone Board and staff 

recognize that it is not safe at this time to offer in-person 

programming, we are committed to continuing to support 

the ongoing needs of those we serve. These needs have 

intensified in the wake of increased social isolation and lack 

of stimulation for people living with dementia as well as the 

lack of relief for their caregivers. As an outreach to the wider 

community, we have additional totes available for anyone 

who may need one. If you are interested in a KAT, please 

contact the Keystone office (483.6631).    

Grant Awarded to Aid Food Ministry 
 

We are pleased to announce that our congregation recently 

received a $32,221 Tennessee Community Cares grant to 

assist with our community food ministries. This grant is part 

of the coronavirus relief funds available for our state’s non-

profit organizations. The grant administrator encouraged us 

to use these funds to pay for food to be distributed and 

safety equipment (masks, gloves, packaging) as well as to 

repair and update our kitchen so that our food ministry can 

continue for years to come. Through the grant, we will 

replace our ice machine, gas stove, and dishwasher–all of 

which have significant issues. Our special thanks to Linda 

Bowen, Rev. Jenny Caughman, and Mike Corcoran for their 

work on these projects. 

 
 

UMCOR Sager Brown Kits 
 

We are not sending a mission team to UMCOR Sager Brown 

this year but would like to send money for the Sager Brown 

staff to buy needed materials to put together emergency kits 

as the present warehouse supply “runs dry.” Checks may be 

sent to FUMCOR (memo: UMCOR Sager Brown Kits). 

 

 

Recovery Ministry Volunteers Needed 
 

Over the last few weeks, we have been publicizing our need 

for persons to step forward interested in supporting a 

recovery ministry. A donor in our congregation is willing to 

financially support this new program, but for this ministry to 

be viable, we need a dozen or so folks to volunteer to help 

run it. If you are interested in learning more about this 

opportunity or are willing to participate, now is the time to 

let us know. You may send questions or thoughts to Rev. 

Mark Flynn (revmarkrflynn@gmail.com) 

Giving and What I Ask Myself 
 

Why should I give my money to the church? Why should I give a lot 

of my money to the church? Am I giving to the church or to God? Is 

there a difference? Do I really believe God leads my church? 

Do I give money to the people I love? My kids, my spouse, my 

friends? Do I buy them presents, food, toys, drinks? Do I really love 

God… do I really love Jesus? 
 

Does it matter what the church spends the money on? Would I 

question what Jesus would spend the money on (He let someone 

bathe his feet with outrageously expensive perfume…)? If I give a 

gift card to a friend, do I question what they spend it on? Do I 

question God’s decisions? 
 

Why do I hesitate to commit a significant amount of my income to 

the church? Is this like when I pay my taxes to my government I 

want a say in where the money goes? Deep down, is this more 

about controlling God and how He works through people? Am I 

afraid of not having enough money for my life, my world, my 

family? Do I really think I can manage my life better than God? 

Do I really give up full control of my life to God? 
 

When that impoverished old lady put two coins in the temple box, 

was that more or less than 10% of what she had? What about the 

little boy who gave Jesus a few fishes and a couple loaves? Does 

anybody really understand what 10% means in today’s complicated 

financial world? Is 10% a mere pharisaical minimum standard to 

get into heaven? Do I only give Jesus 10% of my heart? 
 

Do I feel like the church doesn’t need my money? Do I get this 

impression that my church has lots of money already and 

somehow my little contribution is going to get lost? Or worse, 

wasted? Where do I think all that money comes from? Do I think 

that God just showers the church with dollar bills the way He sent 

manna from heaven? If I look around at the people in church with 

me, people I sit with and see every Sunday, do I realize that they 

give too? Have I ever considered what would happen if 

they didn’t give the way I don’t want to give, or if they held back the 

way I want to hold back? 
 

Do I see myself as part of God’s church…or not? 
 

These are things I ask myself when deciding what to give to my 
church.  
- David Fouché 

New Cushions for 
Keystone! 

 

  Many thanks to Jana Taylor for    

  creating new cushions for the pew  

  in the Keystone hallway. The  

  splash of color and matching  

  pillows are wonderful!  
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Our Prayers 
 

Discharged: Marilyn Reafsnyder 
 

Our Gifts 
 

 

Offering this Week   

2020 Year to Date   

2019 Year to Date   
September Special Offering   
 
 

Pastors 
Mark Flynn, lead pastor 

Chris Black, associate pastor 
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care 

 

Contact Information 
 865.483.4357      

www.fumcor.org 
 

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862 

United Methodist Volunteer in Mission 
Team Leader Training (UMVIM) 

 

The UMVIM Team Leader Training originally scheduled to be held at 

FUMCOR now will be held Saturday, October 17, 2020, 10:00 a.m.—

2:00 p.m. via Zoom. There is no charge for the course, but 

participants will need to download/purchase an “UMVIM Team 

Leader Handbook.”  To download or purchase the handbook or to 

register, visit the Missions tab on the church website (fumcor.org). 

For more information on training, contact Maxine or Bob Schultz 

(maxbob38@comcast.net, 719.3230).  

Just a Reminder to Register to Vote! 
 

The right to vote is incredibly important to who we are 

as United Methodists. Our social principles, which are 

present in our Book of Discipline, remind us that, “The 
form and leaders of all governments should be 
determined by exercise of the right to vote guaranteed 
to all adult citizens.” It also says, “The strength of a 
political system depends upon the full and willing 
participation of its citizens. The church should 
continually exert a strong ethical influence upon the 
state, supporting policies and programs deemed to be 
just and opposing policies and programs that are 
unjust.”  
 

A sobering reality is that in our own state of Tennessee 

there are more nonvoters than Democratic and 

Republican voters combined. We won’t tell you who to 

vote for, but we will encourage you to register to vote 

and exercise your right to vote. 
 

The voter registration deadline for our state is  

October 5. The absentee ballot request deadline is 

October 27. Early voting will be October 14 - 29. To 

register to vote online or to get other information, go 

to govotetn.gov. Election day is November 3. 

New Evening Class for October 
 

Rev. Chris Black will be leading a four-week Zoom meeting on 

Wednesday evenings in October on C.S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity. 
The class will begin Wednesday, October 7, at 8:00 p.m. The link for 

the class will be posted under the Virtual Chapel tab on our website 

(fumcor.org). Whether you have read this book many times or have 

never read it, you are welcome to attend.  
 

Following is the schedule of topics for each week: 

 Oct. 7 - “Right and Wrong as a Clue to the Meaning of the   

                     Universe” 

 Oct. 14 - “What Christians Believe” 

 Oct. 21 - “Christian Behavior” 

 Oct. 28 - “Beyond Personality: or First Steps in the Doctrine of the  

                       Trinity” 

First Steps Child Development Center Health Inspection 
 

First Steps Child Development Center underwent its annual audit by the state health 

department on 9/3/2020. The center passed with flying colors, and the evaluator was very 

complimentary of the facility. This is just one of many components First Steps is evaluated on 

throughout the year. The program also has an annual audit by the Oak Ridge Fire 

Department, a general assessment quarterly by the Department of Human Services, an 

annual immunization audit conducted by the state health department, and an annual 

classroom evaluation. First Steps always scores well on each of these evaluations, which 

speaks volumes about the amazing staff this ministry is blessed with and the support of 

FUMC.   
 

How to Contact Rev. Mark Flynn 
Our church staff switched email carriers recently. Unfortunately, during this transition, Rev. 

Mark Flynn’s church email has not been functioning. If you sent him an email over the last 

three weeks to mflynn@fumcor.org, most likely he did not receive it. Please use 

revmarkrflynn@gmail.com for correspondence right now. 

Grief Support Group 
FUMC will be offering its regular Grief Support Group via Zoom for roughly 90 minutes. The Grief Support Group will be co-led 

by Steve Herbes, certified grief counselor and Reverend Jenny Caughman. It will take place on Mondays from 5:00-6:30 p.m. for 

eight weeks, September 21 through November 9. The group will provide persons an opportunity to understand the grief 

experience and a safe, supportive community in which to express and explore their grief. There is no cost for participation. For 

more information, contact Rev. Jenny Caughman (jcaughman@fumcor.org or 483-4357). 
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