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First Things 
FUMCOR Vision Clinics 

 

(The following is an excerpt of a letter written by Bob Shultz, celebrating 

the Rev. Bill Mooney’s contributions to our Mission Committee. We join 

the Vision Clinic Team Members in honoring Bill! Rev. Mooney was the 

Visitation Pastor at FUMC for many years and is now on hospice care. The 

full article and photos are available under the Mission tab on our church 

website.)  
  

The Vision Clinic element of FUMCOR’s Adult Mission Trip program was 

conceived by Rev. Bill Mooney, an Associate Pastor at FUMC. Bill’s interest 

in vision activities were driven by the fact that he was a member of the 

Lions Club and also his wife, Sylvia, suffered from macular degeneration.  
 

FUMC’s Adult Mission Trip program had been initiated in 2003 with a 

construction & children’s bible school mission trip to Subriana, Honduras. 

The second trip to Honduras featured a medical clinic element. Bill 

approached the leaders of the 2005 Mission Trip with the idea of holding 

a vision clinic in conjunction with the medical clinic. They ordered in 

several boxes of prescription glasses from the Lion’s Club Roanoke Eye 

glass distribution center. With those glasses, a Snellen Vision Acuity eye 

chart, some glass cleaner, an age vs diopter correction chart and a 

rudimentary level of Spanish vocabulary they were ready for business.  
 

These rudimentary clinics were very beneficial, but Bill encouraged future 

teams to improve their techniques and equipment. First the teams 

started using reader glasses which opened up a much larger range of 

people that could be helped. Next the teams found that an autorefractor 

integrated with a computer based inventory of the Lion’s Club 

prescription glasses could be included in their ‘bag of tricks’ - this yielded 

a much higher “fit rate.” We then started examining eyes looking for 

various eye diseases. We found that a very high percentage of 40+ year 

patients had “Pterygiums” - a white scar type tissue across the eye due to 

irritation caused by sun, dust and smoke. To help our patients with 

Pterygiums we started explaining the reasons for them and giving them 

tips on how to mitigate the causes. To help with mitigation, we gave all of 

our patients eye drops, hat/sun visors and sun glasses.  
 

Later we were able to obtain a Tonometer to measure the inner optical 

eye pressure (IOP) - thus we could look for potential glaucoma cases. 

When we identified a patient with a high IOP we could have our doctors 

refer the patients to a local eye clinic where they could obtain glaucoma 

drops. We also started screening all older patients for macular 

degeneration using an Amstel chart. Recently pinhole glasses and instant 

adjustable eyeglass came into our quiver of vision gear. 
 

The “Vision Clinic business” has expanded well beyond anyone’s 

imagination. FUMC and members of it’s congregation have held Vision 

Clinics in four countries (Honduras, Panama, Nicaragua, and Kenya). A 

sustainable Vision Clinic was started in Kenya that has been operating on 

it’s own for over 8 years. Bill’s ‘vision’ of including Vision Clinics as an 

element in the FUMC Adult Mission program has led to helping over 

3,500 individuals lead a better life because of being able to see better.  
 

We thank the GOOD LORD for the opportunity of knowing and working 

with BILL MOONEY. 
 

With love, 
 

The collective members of the FUMC Adult Mission Vision Clinic Team 

A Designated Fund  
for Livestream Expenses 

 
At its recent meeting, members of the Church Council 

discussed the importance of continuing  online 

worship presence after the quarantine restrictions 

are lifted. After discussing various options, the 

Council voted to purchase and install equipment that 

will enable us to broadcast our two 11:00 a.m. 

worship services live on Sunday mornings. This 

livestream technology also will enable recorded 

copies of those services to be available on our 

website.  

The best bid we have received for the livestreaming 

cameras and mixers is $51,000. There will be an 

estimated $10,000 in additional expenses involving 

alterations to the balcony, the AV office, and the 

purchase of two new computers. Because our 2020 

budget did not include such costs, the Council 

instructed our Finance Committee to explore our 

funding options, which it will do at the next meeting.  

Some church members have already begun making 

donations to apply towards this cost. The Finance 

Committee has created a designated fund for those 

donations. If you would like to make a special offering 

towards this project, beyond your regular general budget 

contributions, designate those additional gifts 

"Livestream Project."  

Soul Work for Dark Nights 
 

The organization Spirituality and Practice is offering an 

online course with Thomas Moore on Dark Nights. 

According to its website: “A dark night of the soul is a 

period of sadness, loss or anxiety that makes life difficult 

and creates a dark mood. Living through the COVID-19 

pandemic is one such dark night for many people.” How 

do you get through such a period with positive gains, and 

how do you survive emotionally when they are protracted 

and feel as though they will never end? 
 

Jenny Caughman will be taking the class and invites 

anyone interested to join her. A study group can be 

formed for participants. The course runs August 3 

through August 28, and participants receive email lessons 

every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. The fee of $59.95 

is paid to Spirituality and Practice. For more information, 

go to www.spiritualityandpractice.com/ecourses/course/

view/10271/dark-nights-of-the-soul. If you sign up, please 

let Jenny know(jcaughman@fumcor.org; 256.1026). 

https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/ecourses/course/view/10271/dark-nights-of-the-soul
https://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/ecourses/course/view/10271/dark-nights-of-the-soul
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August Homebound Member Birthdays 
 

The following people are homebound members of our congregation who have birthdays in August. Please take a 

moment to send each one a card. You can get their addresses by looking in the directory or contacting the church 

office (483.4357 or dgallaher@fumcor.org). Thank you for this expression of care and concern! 

 
August 4  Norma Smith    August 5  Elizabeth McDuffie    August 13  Connie Horne 
   

 

 

Our Prayers 
 

MMC: Mary Ann Manning 
UT: Linda Houlberg  

 

Our Gifts 
 

Offering this Week         $12,538 
2020 Year to Date        $807,857 
2019 Year to Date   $777,218 
 

Pastors 
Mark Flynn, lead pastor 

Chris Black, associate pastor 
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care 

 

Contact Information 
 865.483.4357      

www.fumcor.org 
 

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862 

 

Pastoral Connections  
  

Three “Pastoral Office Hours” experiences via Zoom meeting are now behind us. These will 

continue each Sunday night from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. This will remain a time for you to check in with 

a pastor, share a smile, ask questions, or have a conversation about whatever is on your mind. 

However, in the future, we plan to suggest a topic for some deeper conversations. This Sunday 

evening, the Rev. Jenny Caughman encourages those interested in answering the question “What 

I like least and most about COVID-19?” to participate. The link for this Zoom meeting is available 

under the Virtual Chapel tab on our website.    

Technical Difficulties 

Are you struggling with Zoom? YouTube? Accessing online forms? 

Navigating our website or Virtual Chapel? Do you want to use these 

applications but do not know where to begin? During this time of physical 

distancing, most of us have had to learn new skills to continue to 

communicate, worship together, and simply speak to each other. If you are 

having any of these issues, please let us know, and we will help you as 

much as we possibly can. Contact Jeff Kile (jkile@fumcor.org).  

Sharing Holy Communion at Home August 2 
 

Four months ago, few of us believed we would still be worshipping remotely in August. However, because that is the case, our 

worship planning teams greatly desire for our congregation to share Holy Communion, even if we are physically separated. On 

Sunday, August 2, those who are able to worship together online, both in our traditional and contemporary services, are invited to 

participate in a service of Holy Communion. Everyone will be encouraged to have wine/grape juice and some form of bread with 

them at home. Our worship leaders will share the Communion liturgy and instruct participants. We may not be in the same room, 

but God’s Spirit binds us together as one in Christ wherever we find ourselves. 

Youth Email List 
 

If you aren't receiving email updates for our youth ministries at FUMC and 

would like to, send an email to Kayla Carico, (kcarico@fumcor.org).  

Back to Basics Bible Study Continues 
This week, our class will be meeting Wednesday, August 5, at 8:00 p.m. 

Chris's Bible Study continues with an exploration of what it means to 

"attack the words that I don't know." If you haven't participated in the class, 

don't worry! You can join at any time. There will be a link for the Zoom 

meeting under the Virtual Chapel tab on the website (fumcor.org). If you 

have questions, contact Chris Black (cblack@fumcor.org).  

August Special Offering: 
The Pinnacle Resource Center 

 

The Pinnacle Resource Center was established in 

Huntsville, Tennessee to combat conditions of 

poverty in Scott, Morgan, and Campbell counties. 

Its programs and facilities have grown to enable a 

wide range free services for in-need families and 

individuals there. Pinnacle provides emergency 

shelter, food, and clothing in a safe, drug-free 

environment. With loving, esteem-building 

support, they assist folks improve their life 

situation through a variety of life skills programs, 

assistance, and internet access. In the past, 

Housing and Urban Development funded 60% of 

the Center’s roughly $100K budget. Due to the 

COVID pandemic, however, HUD eliminated 

funding Pinnacle in favor of other emerging critical 

needs. Besides HUD, churches, businesses, and 

donations are their primary sources of funding. 

Please consider donating to help our friends in 

these neighboring counties. Make checks payable 

to FUMC (memo: August Special Offering). 
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