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First Things 

In 2021 (as of April 14)  

 our budget           $1,422,200 

 Revenue without PPP     $490,020  

  (last year, at this same time: $508,099)  

 Expenses                     $404,889 

  (without PPP, we have a $85,131 surplus so far) 

 PPP Revenue                    $145,588 

  (with PPP, we have a $230,719 surplus so far)  

Church Council Announces Stage 2 Pandemic Protocol 
 

At the April 27 meeting, the Church Council approved changes to our Stage 1 Protocol. The primary changes they made in creating the 

new Stage 2 Protocol include:  

1. Returning materials (hymnals, Contemporary candle station, attendance pads, cushions) to our worship spaces;  

2. Allowing Sunday schools whose members are fully vaccinated to meet in person without masks and distancing; (Note: we are still 

running our modified Sunday morning schedule of 8:45 a.m. Traditional, 10:00 a.m. Contemporary; 11:00 a.m. Traditional, and 1:00 

p.m. Worship On The Lawn. So, eligible Sunday school classes that decide to meet on Sundays will temporarily have a difficult choice 

to make regarding a time.)  

3. Allowing organized sports, camps, Vacation Bible School, or other activities to occur as long as they use safety protocols;  

4. Removing the requirement to sanitize between Sunday morning Traditional services; and,  

5. Dropping the requirement of contact tracing for gatherings.  
 

For a complete copy of the new Stage 2 Protocol, check the church website (fumcor.org) under Resources/Illness Readiness.  
 

Other Church Council Highlights for April 
 

• Finance Committee reported that March ended with a $43,873 surplus to bring our year–to–date surplus to $210,700. Remember, 

our congregation received Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) funds January 29. Those funds inflated our revenue numbers. To put 

it in perspective: 
 

In 2020 

 Budget                $1,450,980 

 Revenue without PPP     $1,381,187 

 Expenses                $1,396,742 

  (without PPP, that would have been a $15,555 loss) 

 PPP Revenue               $   153,015 

  (so with PPP, we had a $137,459 surplus for 2020) 

 
 

• On two Sunday mornings, we have experienced difficulty livestreaming worship because of slow upload speed from Comcast. We 

are pursuing options but none are simple. 
 

• Our new Children and Family Ministries Director, Shelby Fowler, reported “My first week here has been a wonderful transition, and 

I am really excited about what is in store for our CFM program!” Shelby is hiring nursery/childcare workers and making plans for a 

fun and engaging Vacation Bible School while following CDC guidelines.  
 

• United Methodist Women’s Christian Homemaking Circle delivered 2,500 bags to Susannah’s House. Thanks to all in the 

congregation who helped. Creative Directions Circle participated in our first hybrid meeting, with some physically present and 

some joining via Zoom. They are preparing for this year’s Bakeless Bake Sale on May 16. 
 

• Our youth group began meeting in-person again and is averaging 5-6 youth. While we are re-growing this group after a year of 

meeting virtually, our Youth Ministries Director, Kayla Carico, is gearing up for a fall “re-launch” when the newness of the school 

year coincides with the newness of post-pandemic youth ministry. Several fun events are already planned for summer.  
 

• Stephen Ministers will have monthly meetings as a hybrid experience (in-person/virtual option) beginning May 11. Their training 

program will likely start in early September. They will soon offer in–home communion for our homebound members who desire it 

and are fully vaccinated. Rose Anne and Steve Bell are once again offering communion the first Sunday of the month at Canterfield. 

If you know of anyone who would benefit from a confidential, compassionate Stephen Minister, please contact  

     Rev. Jenny Caughman (jcaughman@fumcor.org).  
 

• Director of Music and Worship, Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, announced upcoming events for our music ministry, including a July 3 “Red, 

White, and Bluegrass” concert featuring the band Westwind. 
 

• A part time custodian has been hired for evening cleaning. With the reopening of our Keystone program, more custodial hours 

were needed.  
 

• The Trustees are overseeing a project to upgrade HVAC wall units, air-handlers, cooling radiators, and routers throughout the 

building.  
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In Sympathy 
 

We extend love and sympathy to  
 

• John and Linda Yarbrough in the death of 

John’s brother, Claude, on April 20. 

• Bill and Sandi Henry in the death of Bill’s 

father, William “T” Taylor Henry, Jr., on April 24. 
 

Congratulations to 
 

J.T., Christina, and Tilly Foust on the birth of their 
son and brother, John (Jack) Thornton Foust, III , 
April 9. Grandparents are John and Becky Foust. 

 

Hospitalized 
 

NHC-OR: Elizabeth Rea 
 

Special Offering:  
OR Schools’ Family Resource Center 

 

Special offerings are collected to benefit organizations outside FUMC and its 

budget. The May special offering will support the Family Resource Center, a 

program of the Oak Ridge Schools. The center’s mission is to assist “at-risk” 

children and their families so they can have success in school.  
 

During the past year, the center served 821 families, impacting 1,643 children. 

With pandemic safety measures in place, many families received multiple 

services to help with educational goals, attendance, parent education classes, 

homelessness, joblessness, medical issues, navigating the social services 

system, utilities assistance, food, and clothing. Reading volunteers met with 

students online, free meals were delivered by volunteers to families, the Food 

Angels program was established to address emergency food-insufficiency 

concerns, and FUMC prepared Food For Kids weekly food bags for every school.  
 

The center receives grant funding but depends heavily on donations and in-kind 

services. To support this work, write a check to FUMC (memo: Family Resource 

Center).  
 

Help the United Methodist Women  

Help Those in Need 
 

Once again, you are invited to the “Bakeless Bake Sale” sponsored by the United 

Methodist Women. This Bake Sale is unique because you do not have to bake 

anything. On Sunday, May 16, there will be collection baskets in the Narthex 

and Multi–purpose hallway. You may also mail a check to FUMC with UMW in 

the memo. These funds will support fifteen local area mission projects such as 

Morgan Scott Project and Girls” Inc. We ask that you to help us help our 

neighbors through this project. 
 

This year our special donation will go to TORCH to support their building fund 

drive. TORCH is trying to raise $100,000 as a down payment on two homes that 

will provide temporary housing to the homeless people of Anderson County. 

Keystone Volunteer Training  
 

Keystone has tentatively set Tuesday, May 25, for 

its volunteer training. If you are interested in 

volunteering in our program, we invite you to 

join us from 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. The training 

will provide vital information about our program, 

our culture, and how to effectively interact with 

our population. We will discuss the volunteer 

opportunities available, covering both direct and 

indirect program involvement. If you are 

interested in attending the training and would 

like information on our COVID–19 protocols, 

contact Phyllis Spangler (483.6631 or 

pspangler@fumcor.org). We look forward to 

hearing from you. 

 

Ushers/Hospitality Teams 

Needed for Worship Services 
 

We need additional ushers for all of our worship 

services. The first smiling faces congregants see 

when they come in for worship are our ushers. 

Their job includes welcoming people, offering 

bulletins or other service materials, counting of 

the number of people in each service, among 

other duties. If you are interested in helping in 

the Traditional services, contact Seth O’Kegley–

Gibson (sokegley@fumcor.org). If you are 

interested in helping with the Contemporary 

service or Worship on the Lawn, please contact 

Rev. Chris Black (cblack@fumcor.org).  

Childcare Workers 
Needed 

 

 Do you love children? Are you   

 caring and dependable? Do you  

 have a high school diploma? If you  

 answered “yes” to all those  

 questions, then we WANT YOU! Our  

 new Director of Children and  

 Family Ministries, Shelby Fowler, is  

 now hiring caring, dependable  

 childcare staff to care for our  

 littlest members. Hours will include  

 Sunday mornings and various mid- 

 weeknight events when in-person  

 activities resume. Contact Shelby  

 (sfowler@fumcor.org) to express  

 interest in one of these positions. 

Two Contemporary Services  
this Week 

 

There will be two Contemporary services 

Sunday morning, May 2. At 10:00 a.m., we 

will have our regular weekly service, which 

will include Holy Communion and will be 

livestreamed. The second service will begin 

at 11:15 a.m. This service will not be 

livestreamed but will be recorded for a 

future time in case our connectivity inhibits 

our livestreaming ability. We would love 

to have a congregation in attendance at the 

11:15 a.m. service, too, as we have recorded 

enough worship services in empty rooms 

over the past year. Please use our Save–a–

Seat reservation portal (fumcor.org) for both 

services.  Our Gifts 
 

 Offering this Week          $34,061 

 2021 Year to Date           $532,951 

 2020 Year to Date          $532,376 
 Monthly Offering                $1,095 
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