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First Things 

Highlights from May 26 Church Council 
 

 The Council approved changes to a Stage 1 Protocol for our 

congregation to reopen in the future. The date for that 

reopening will be determined by our Bishop. The congregation 

will be informed when that date is known. The protocol is now 

available on our church website, listed under “resources.” 
 

 The staff will produce an online survey (for distribution), which 

seeks to determine how many members and regular visitors 

plan to attend in-person worship while the Stage 1 Protocols are 

in place (masks required, no congregational singing, etc.). 
 

 The Finance Committee reported that at 33% of the year, we 

have 38% of income and 33% of expenses. “We are doing well.”  
 

 The Staff Parish Relations Committee is appreciative and 

grateful for our FUMC staff and all the work being done during 

the pandemic. We have authorized all staff to continue to be 

paid through July. 
 

 Adult Ministries reported that, in spite of the church building 

being closed, many programs are still taking place. Rev. Mark 

Flynn has begun a new online Bible Study. Rev. Jenny 

Caughman is starting a new online class Monday, June 8, that 

will prayerfully explore the Psalms.  
 

 Many members continue to reach out to our homebound 

members through phone calls and cards as part of our 

Neighbor-to-Neighbor program.  
 

 We also continue to offer food to those in need each 

Wednesday evening with our Drive-thru Community Meal. 
 

 Stephen Ministers have continued to do their good work 

through phone calls and cards. 
 

 UMW fundraiser “Bakeless Bake Sale”  has been going on and 

things are going well. We really appreciate everyone's support! 
 

 Our Welcoming and Connecting Committee is requesting 

homemade cloth masks to be donated and available to all who 

attend church activities in the future. Our goal of 400 masks has 

not been met yet. Disposable masks have been ordered as 

backup if needed. 
 

 Our Oak Ridge and Anderson County food pantry shelves are 

emptying quickly, so a community food pantry drive has been 

scheduled for May 26-June 7. FUMC has agreed to be a drop off 

site. Drop-off will be 9:00-11:00 a.m. every day, or items can be 

placed in the collection bin at the Welcome Center (Vienna Rd.) 

entrance. 
 

 Help is needed Monday-Friday to deliver school lunches to 

families without transportation in several neighborhoods in Oak 

Ridge. Sign up is required to volunteer for this mission: 

TINYURL.COM/ORSMMEALS4SUMMER. Contact Naomi Asher 

(591.7636) if you have questions. 

News from the Bishop 
 

On Monday evening, Bishop Taylor released a set of 

guidelines and steps United Methodist congregations  

must follow to once again open their doors for in-person 

worship services. A link to her Task Force’s complete 29-page 

report is available on our website. However, the bottom line 

of the report is that churches must meet 19 requirements to 

prepare for in-person worship.  

 

These requirements for Stage 1 include such items as 

continuing online services; encouraging persons in at-risk 

categories to remain home; stating that all persons over the 

age of two will wear cloth masks; postponing Holy 

Communion and Holy Baptism until later stages; allowing no 

congregational singing or choirs; providing “no-touch” 

alternatives for collecting offerings and bulletins; suspending 

coffee/fellowship hours; restricting sanctuary seating to every 

other pew; and requiring movable chairs to be placed to 

ensure social distancing. 

 

For a church to receive permission to return to in-person 

worship inside a church building, a church must follow all the 

provided guidelines, complete paperwork with documented 

plans to the District Superintendent, sign a covenant stating 

that the requirements have been and will be followed, and 

receive permission from the District Superintendent.   

 

If all these steps are taken, outdoor services and drive-in 

services will be permitted beginning Sunday, June 14. 

However, the Task Force assumes most congregations will 

not begin opening before June 21. It encourages 

congregations (especially those in areas where COVID-19 

cases are on the rise) to wait until July or even August. The 

guidelines in the Task Force’s plan will be reviewed regularly 

and revised based on updated information and guidelines 

published by local and state authorities. Revisions and new 

guidelines will be communicated as they become available.  

 

FUMCOR’s Next Steps 
 

Our staff and Church Council have already created a “Stage 1 

Protocol for Reopening” in anticipation of the Bishop’s task 

report. This week the staff will compare the Task Force report 

with our protocol, making sure we will be in compliance with 

the 19 requirements and prepared to reopen. The Church 

Council will discuss this newly released report via email or 

zoom conference call in the next week. The Council will be the 

group to decide whether we will pursue the steps to open for 

Stage 1 in-person worship (with the Bishop’s requirements in 

place) on June 21 or wait until a later date. The congregation 

will be notified when the Council makes a decision regarding 

reopening for Stage 1.  



 106  Danbury Drive 

 103  Meadowlark Lane 

 92     Tempura Drive 

Personal information  
removed for privacy 

 

  
 

     1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
     Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

   
     Return Service Requested 
   

 

 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage PAID 

Permit #18 
Oak Ridge, TN  

37830 

 

Our Prayers: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In Sympathy  
We extend love and sympathy to: 

Amy, Reagan, and Rachel Byrd in the 

death of Amy’s mother,  

Mary Louise Lockhart, on May 20.  
 

 

June Special Offering:  

YWCA of Anderson County 

Kids’ News 
Summer Kids’ Project—Our homebound members have loved all the 

cards and pictures they have received from our families. So let's keep it 

going this summer. We all know how it feels to have to stay inside for 

long periods of time, so a nice note or picture in the mail is uplifting. 

Email Megan Alden (malden@fumcor.org) to receive names if you would 

like to continue this wonderful ministry and brighten someone's day. 
 

Helping the Hungry 
Deliver School Lunches 

 

Sign up to help deliver school lunches to families without transportation. 

Help is needed Monday-Friday to take lunches to several neighborhoods 

in Oak Ridge. Sign up is required to volunteer for this mission: 

TINYURL.COM/ORSMEALS4SUMMER. Contact Naomi Asher (591.7636) if 

you have questions. 

UMW Bakeless Bake Sale,  
a Huge Success 

 

The United Methodist Women thank all who contributed 

so generously to the bake sale this year. Once again, it 

was very successful thanks to so many of you. As of last 

week, $2,300 had been collected. There may be more to 

come. It isn’t too late to contribute if you missed the 

earlier date. Just mail your check to the church office

(memo: UMW Bakeless Bake Sale). We were able to fund 

all of our local mission projects and were thrilled that we 

could help fund the Blossom Center paving project with a 

$500 donation. Once again, your generosity has helped 

many people in Anderson County and the surrounding 

area. 

Praying with Psalms 
 

The Psalms can be both comforting and challenging 

because they so blatantly express the rich expanse of 

the human spiritual experience. Psalms capture our 

highs and lows, from beautifully singing praises to God 

to unabashedly calling for violent retribution. To pray 

with the psalms, as Jesus did, is to be open to the 

challenging richness of the human condition and our 

complex, multi-layered relationship with God. In 

response to the challenging and complexity of life with 

COVID-19, Rev. Jenny Caughman will be offering a six-

week exploration of the psalms. This class will focus on 

discovering ways of engaging prayerfully with psalms 

rather than being an intellectual study. We will meet via 

Zoom on Mondays from 4:30-6:00 p.m.,  and the start 

date has been rescheduled to June 8. To register or for 

more information contact Jenny, 

(jcaughman@fumcor.org). 

Local Food Pantries 
Food Needed  

There are just a few more days to help stock our local food pantries. 

Please deliver food to the church Welcome Center entrance now through 

Sunday, June 7. We have a community in need. Prior to the COVID-19 

crisis, 19.5% of the Anderson County community was living in poverty. 

Now, we have an additional 26% who may have dropped to that level. 

Even with a slow return to work, these additional families will be 

struggling for many months. Our local pantry shelves are emptying 

quickly. Our goal is to stock them and help reduce hunger in our own city 

and county. 

Please consider donating any of the following items: peanut butter & 

jelly, pasta sauce, canned veggies, canned fruit, canned meat, granola 

bars, cereal, canned soup, mac and cheese, toilet paper, cleaning 

products, formula, diapers and feminine hygiene products. 

Our Gifts 
 

Offering this Week                   $19,172 
2020 Year to Date              $637,745 
2019 Year to Date              $566,758 
Monthly Special Offering              $985 

Cloth Masks Still Needed for FUMC 
 

As we prepare for future worship gatherings at the church, at a date unknown, we 

need to have cloth masks available for people who do not have a mask or forgot to 

bring one.  
 

So, we are asking for homemade cloth masks. There are multiple sites online to find a 

pattern to make one for yourself or to donate to the church. Our goal is 400 masks. 
 

Please drop them off at any of the following addresses with a note indicating they are 

for FUMCOR. Place the masks in the box on the front porch.  
 

 

 

 

Or, drop them off at the FUMCOR Welcome Center entrance, M-W 8:00-11:00 a.m. 
 

And a big thank you to Shelia Michel, Kathy Gillenwaters, and Terry Pfeiffer for allowing 

us to use their front porches as convenient drop-off sites! 

https://TINYURL.COM/ORSMEALS4SUMMER

