
 

 

Stage 2 Protocol  

 

Small Group Protocols 

 

1. Members of Sunday School classes who are fully vaccinated may now gather on Sunday 

mornings in their designated rooms, without masks and physical distancing. Given our 

current resources, staff will not be able to offer classes a hybrid option on Sunday 

mornings. Classes who want to arrange for non-present members to participate virtually 

in their Sunday morning in-person class will need to make arrangements for themselves. 

In-person Sunday School meetings where attendees are not all fully vaccinated will be 

required to mask and remain physically distanced. 

2. Other small groups who are fully vaccinated may gather without masks and physical 

distancing in the building. However, they must contact the church office to schedule a 

day, time, and room. All in-person small group meetings where attendees are not all fully 

vaccinated will be required to mask and remain physically distanced. The staff, with the 

help of our congregation’s medical personnel will determine the number of people who 

will be allowed in each space in the building. A sign will be posted in each room 

indicating how many may safely gather. 

3. Masks, hand sanitizer, and signage with instructions will be available at all entrances. 

That signage will stress all participants (even those fully vaccinated) are required to wear 

masks and stay 6 feet apart from non-family members unless they are in a small group 

where all present are fully vaccinated. 

4. Enough masks will be available for distribution that in case someone forgets to bring one, 

there will be an adequate supply.  

5. No food or open drinks (cups, pitchers, punch bowl, etc.) will be allowed in small groups; 

however, participants are permitted to have individual bottled water as long as they 

maintain mask and distance protocols. 

6. No nursery will be offered for small groups.  

7. Those who are non-compliant with our safety rules will be asked to leave the building. 

Small groups which have non-compliant people will not be allowed to reserve rooms for 

the remainder of stage 2. 

 

Worship Protocols 

8. Every other pew will be utilized for worship and congregants will be required to sit in 

family groups six feet apart from one another in the sanctuary. The multi-purpose 

room will have chairs arranged so that people/family groups may sit 6 feet apart. 

Upon entry to the room, family groups will be encouraged to arrange chairs so their 

member are together. The maximum number of people allowed to attend worship 

without special permission from the Council is 125 in the sanctuary and 50 in the 

MPR. 



 

 

9. To ensure that worship is available for all, we will begin with the following schedule, 

offering shortened services. 8:45 am - 9:30 am Traditional in sanctuary; 10 am - 10:45 

am Contemporary in MPR; 11 am - 11:45 am Traditional in sanctuary; 1 pm Worship 

On The Lawn Vesper Service in sanctuary. Our Abiding worship service will be 

suspended during stage 2. 

10. All entrances on the second floor will provide masks, hand sanitizer, and signage with 

instructions for worship.  

11. Signage at the entrance will provide extensive guidance on COVID-19 warning and 

make clear that all participants during Stage 2 will be required to wear masks and stay 

6 feet apart from non-family members. Masks will not be required for: children under 

the age of 2. Those who have difficulty breathing and those are unable to remove the 

mask without assistance should worship online during Stage 2. Anyone who refuses 

to wear a mask will be refused entrance to the building.  

12. Coffee and doughnuts will be suspended in the Welcome Center. 

13. No nursery or children’s church will be offered.  

14. The contemporary candle station will be allowed. 

15. Electronic bulletins for all services will be available on the church website. Printed 

bulletins for the traditional service will be arranged in a way that they can be picked 

up without touching more than one. Printed contemporary bulletins will be 

suspended during stage 2. Congregational members are encouraged to sing quietly 

while remaining masked.    

16. Attendance will be tracked using the “Save-A-Seat” system for online registration for 

worship. All persons will be encouraged to reserve a place using this system on the 

church website. If all seats for a service are reserved, the program staff will consider 

offering and publicizing extra worship services for the day.  

17. Staff for each service will offer “kind but firm” encouragement regarding safety 

practices.  

18. The contemporary service band will be smaller in number to enable proper social 

distancing. The traditional choirs will be suspended, replaced by smaller vocal 

ensembles that can maintain a proper social distance.  

19. In-person Holy Communion and Holy Baptism will be performed at the discretion of 

the pastoral staff.  

20. Worship leaders will wear masks prior to and following leading worship. While 

leading worship, they will maintain safe social distancing guidelines.  

21. Worship announcements will include an emphasis on maintaining healthy social 

distancing and the importance of masks for those around us.  

 

Pastoral Care Protocols 

22. During Stage 2, weddings, funerals, in-person pastoral care, and in-person community 

assistance may be conducted at the pastoral staff’s discretion utilizing the general 



 

 

social distancing and precautionary measures outlined in our protocol. Receiving lines 

are prohibited. “No touch” alternatives will be clearly explained and utilized. 

 

Other Ministry Protocols 

23. Organized sports, camps, VBS, and other activities in stage 2 must utilize safety 

protocols.  

24. Mission trips which involve travel are prohibited in stage 2.  

25. Under Stage 2 protocol, all local missions initiatives involving off-site volunteer 

groups must have pastoral approval prior to being organized, marketed, and 

implemented to ensure proper protocol adherence at their sites of work.  


