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Welcome to iStudy! 

  
The big picture 
 

This is the sixth and final series in our larger forty-week iStudy. The last two series (iStudy-Jesus and iStudy-

Christ) provide an overview of the life and ministry of Jesus. iStudy-Body of Christ picks up the biblical story 

following the resurrection of Jesus. Paul describes the Church as the “Body of Christ.” That phrase is a great way 

to understand the role of Jesus’ followers after Pentecost: the Church continues the ministry Jesus Christ began 

while incarnate on earth. 
 

There are many ways to study the non-gospel books of the New Testament: read all of the book of Acts in one 

sitting, study how Paul’s three major journeys correspond to his writings, or study the language in 1 Peter - does 

it sounds like an uneducated fisherman? 
 

While each of these methods of study are good, iStudy-Body of Christ uses a different one. We begin by reading 

a several passages from the book of Acts to gain an understanding of the Church’s first years. The theological 

topics found there lead to a study of the remaining books of the New Testament. Those topics are Holy Spirit, 

Lordship, Salvation, Church, Spiritual Gifts, Spirituality, and Everlasting Life. 
 

* Select the level of involvement that best suits you! There is a 5 minute "Devotion" each day. You may also 

want to add the "Personal Worship Option." If you prefer to spend 20 minutes a day and "Dig A Little Deeper," 

there are notes on texts, commentary, and a few questions. For recommended readings and personal research 

topics, spend an hour with the "Hard Core Study" in Appendix A. Choose what helps you!   
 

* Now it is time for our standard warning - for all who are over-achievers and perfectionists… take a deep 

breathe. Relax. Decide to what extent you want to participate and do not let it all overwhelm you! It is fine to 

read the five minute devotion and stop. God loves you. You do not need to earn that love. More material is 

provided each day than 99% of us want or need. Read until you are "full." Stay healthy. Relax into God's 

relentless pursuit of you.   
 

* This study is written from a Christian perspective - it assumes Jesus is Lord. It also assumes that followers of 

Jesus need to grow. We grow by being challenged to think. We believe the Bible is the word of God for the 

people of God. The Bible is authoritative for our lives. However, there are many ways of interpreting scripture 

within the Christian tradition. All of us disagree with some interpretations, but it is good to be challenged by 

hearing and pondering those different perspectives. You do not have to agree with 100% of this study's 

statements, but you should allow the differing viewpoints to push you to think and become aware of why you 

believe as you do. Keep track of everything with which you disagree - that is great fodder for discussion!   
 



 

 

Week 1 Holy Spirit 
Lesson One             Holy Spirit 
 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was 

blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. - Luke 24:50-51 
 

This week we discuss two major events following Jesus’ resurrection (ascension and Pentecost) and the important 

topics of the Holy Spirit and Trinity. God’s gift of the Spirit enables followers of Jesus to understand his 

teaching, continue his ministry, and write the New Testament. Appropriately, we celebrate Pentecost this year on 

May 24, the last day of the study. Our goal between now and then is to read, study, learn, and grow into the 

“Body of Christ” capable of continuing the ministry inaugurated by our Lord. 
 

Devotion: Read Acts 1:1-11. Jesus’ resurrection is not the end of God’s activity on earth. Luke begins Acts, his 

second volume, reporting the birth of the Church (Lk 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-2). Jesus spends forty days teaching the 

disciples about the kingdom of God. Jesus tells them to wait on the promised Spirit, calls them to be witnesses, 

and ascends to God. Like incarnation and resurrection, Jesus’ ascension is described in vague, mysterious terms. 

We may not be capable of understanding such moments, but we know Jesus promises we will not be abandoned. 

God’s Spirit is coming. Why is it good for them to wait ten days for the Spirit? What positive things come from 

waiting? What do we learn about God’s presence from waiting? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Psalm 62:1-8. There is a difference in resting in God as we wait and anxiously 

watching time pass. Resting in God takes practice. Spend time in silence with God - even a little beyond when it 

is comfortable. Practice resting there. Continue in prayer. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
1:3 Read Luke 24:50-53. In the gospel, Luke says the ascension occurs on the same day as the resurrection. In 

Acts, he says forty days separate the two events. Remember, gospels are not histories. Luke worries about 

reporting the significant events there, not the chronological timing. “Forty days” reminds us of Moses with God 

(Ex 24:18), Israel in the wilderness (Deut 8:2), and Jesus’ temptation (Mt 4:2). Many early patriarchs assume this 

is a symbolic statement about Jesus spending many days with the disciples rather than a literal forty days. 
 

1:5 Jesus quotes John’s prophetic words which are soon to be fulfilled at Pentecost. 
 

1:6 The disciples’ question might be a continuation of their expectation the Messiah will restore Israel’s political 

power. However, Jesus’ answer suggests they are asking if Jesus will initiate the parousia (end times when God 

sets all things right). Jesus’ answer is we will not know that day. 
 

1:8 The Spirit is given to sustain followers of Jesus while they wait for union with God at the end of time or at 

their death. Why is the gift of the Spirit linked to our call to witness? 
 

The Church is to have an ever-widening scope of witness. The areas listed roughly correspond to Acts’ structure 

(chapters 1-7 Jerusalem; 8-9 Judea; 10-28 Samaria; and 28:14-31 Rome, the “ends of the earth”). Where 

(geographic, social, political) does the Church need to witness next? 
 

1:9 God’s powerful presence is often associated with clouds (Ex 16:9-11; 1 Kgs 8:1-13). Jesus’ departure is 

reminiscent of Elijah (2 Kgs 2). In each case, the writers use non-specific language about the event, leaving the 

impression it is beyond description.   
 

1:10 Compare this verse to Luke 24:1-7. What is being said about Jesus in each situation? 
 

1:11 The two men prophecy about Jesus’ return in the clouds, a reference to his second coming as Judge and 

Lord of all creation (Mt 24:30-44). 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1:1-11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+62%3A1-8&version=NIV


 

 

Lesson Two             Holy Spirit 
 

Then (Aaron) is to take the two goats and present them before the Lord at the entrance to the tent of meeting. He 

is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for the Lord and the other for the scapegoat. - Leviticus 16:6-8 
 

Devotion: Acts 1:12-26. Judas must be replaced. Just as there are twelve tribes of Israel in the old covenant, there 

will be twelve disciples leading the new covenant community (Lk 22:29-30). Casting lots (like “drawing straws” 

or flipping a coin) seems an odd process for selecting one so important. We must recall the Holy Spirit has not 

been poured out on everyone yet! The disciples do not yet have an awareness of or opportunity to follow God’s 

Spirit. This is the situation God’s people have always faced until now. Old covenant leaders cast lots to divide 

land, select leadership positions, and decide which path to take (Num 26:55; 1 Chron 24:5; Josh 18:6-10). Those 

of us born after Pentecost should not take for granted that we can pray, encounter, and be led by the Spirit, even 

in our daily lives. What practices and/or habits enable us to “hear” the Spirit better? Prevent us from hearing? 

How much faith was required for those who had to pray, cast lots, and trust God was bringing about the results? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Isaiah 44:1-4. God desires to quench our righteous thirsts. Reflect on what you 

thirst for in your life? Which are thirsts for what is healthy and godly? Which of your thirsts might lead you away 

from what God wants for you?   
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
1:12 Compare this passage to Zechariah 14:1-4. 
 

1:13 The “upstairs” room is assumed to be where Jesus celebrated the Last Supper (Lk 22:12). The list of 

disciples parallels Luke 6:14-16, but Luke points out women are also present. Jesus brother, James, is a 

significant figure in Acts 12:17; 15:12-21; and 21:17-19. The disciples act to clarify the organization of the 

Church. What aspects of their organizational structure should modern Churches use? Is this a sacred 

organizational structure or should each Church adapt to its particular circumstances? 
 

1:15 Those gathered together number 120. Some assume this same group is present at the ascension (1:6-9). 

Others believe this number is symbolic. The smallest number possible for a Jewish Sanhedrin is 120 with leaders 

comprising one-tenth of the group. This passage suggests the early Church community replaces the leadership of 

the old covenant community. 
 

1:18 Compare this passage with Matthew 27:3-10. What is communicated about this description of Judas’ death 

versus Matthew’s version? 
 

1:20 Peter quotes Psalm 69:25 and 109:8 in reference to Judas’ death. 
 

1:21 What criteria is expressed through 1:21-25 for Judas’ replacement? 
 

1:26 The details about how they cast lots is not provided, but one common practice would involve writing the 

names on stones, placing the stones in a container, and shaking the container until one falls out. However, they do 

not throw the names of everyone in the room in the container, only the two they nominated. What does this 

communicate about the need for our best wisdom working alongside faith? 
  
(A reminder: if you desire more reading and in-depth research topics, turn to Appendix A.) 
 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A12-26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+44%3A1-4&version=NIV


 

 

Lesson Three             Holy Spirit 
 

And this was (John’s) message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am 

not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”   

- Mark 1:7-8 
 

Devotion: Read Acts 2:1-21. We cannot overstate the significance of Pentecost in the life of the Church. Early 

Christians saw this holy day as important as Jesus’ incarnation and resurrection. In the old covenant, Pentecost 

(“fiftieth day”) is a feast day held fifty days after Passover, celebrating the harvest and the gift of the Law. How 

appropriate that God chooses a day honoring the Law, which provides the basis for old covenant guidance, to 

arrive as the Holy Spirit, the foundation for guidance in the new covenant. From the moment of that first 

Pentecost outpouring until now, the true Church has been led by the Holy Spirit. God’s new covenant demands 

we set aside the regulations of the Law and open our minds and hearts to the Spirit. Whether we flourish or fall 

apart depends on how much we listen to the Spirit’s guidance. God’s Pentecost gift means the Church is capable 

now of faithfully responding to God in new and unique ways as the Spirit leads. What are the implications of 

replacing Law with Spirit as a guiding force? What are the dangers? What can be frightening about this 

transition? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Pray the following: Come Holy Spirit, fill my heart and kindle within me the fire of 

your love. Bring comfort and teach me what I need to do next… continue with your personal prayer. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
2:1 Although the location is not specified, only two places make sense in the context: the same upper room (1:13) 

and the Temple courtyard (2:6) where Pentecost crowds would gather. 
 

2:2 These signs are reminiscent of God’s appearance at Sinai (Ex 19:16-20). Fire is a common sight when God is 

present (Gen 15:12-21; Ex 3:1-6; 1 Kgs 18:36-39). Since Pentecost, fire is one of the primary symbols for the 

Holy Spirit, along with a dove (Lk 3:22). Christians disagree over whether these are descriptions of literal wind 

and flames or symbolic ways of describing a primarily interior spiritual experience. What are the positives and 

negatives of each view? 
 

2:4 “Other tongues” refers to universal language, not “speaking in tongues” (1 Cor 14:1-19) which means 

someone speaking in a way only God understands. When filled with the Holy Spirit, the Church communicates 

beyond language barriers. This is often seen as a reversal of the Tower of Babel story. Read Genesis 11:1-9. 

What do these stories teach us? 
 

2:5 Jews have gathered in Jerusalem for the old covenant Pentecost celebration. 
 

2:9 The list of nations moves from east to west around Jerusalem. What is being communicated to the Church 

about the importance of its witness meeting people where they are? 
 

2:13 Filled with the Spirit, they are joyful and exuberant enough to look like a group if drunken revelers. This is 

not presented as a permanent state, but when do you see the modern Church celebrating and joyful to this degree? 

Why is expression of joy important to our witness? 
 

2:14 Peter acts as authoritative leader of the Church. He quotes Joel 2:28-32 which refers to the end times when 

God sets are creation right. The Joel prophecy assumes God’s Spirit is poured out on all - women as well as men, 

and among all ages. Peter claims the events of this day fulfill Joel’s prophecy, again suggesting Pentecost is 

God’s answer to when the end times will come. Between the first and second comings of Jesus, the Spirit-led 

Church acts as a foretaste and witness to the end times. The Church embodies the kingdom of God and lives in 

anticipation of the completion of that kingdom in the world. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NIV


 

 

Lesson Four             Holy Spirit 
 

When the depths are upheld by the Holy Spirit, then the reaction is Christian. - E. Stanley Jones 
  
Today we look back at Jesus’ teaching on the Spirit. Tomorrow we cover one of Paul’s writings. Then, with an 

understanding of the Holy Spirit, we will examine the theological concept of the Trinity in the final days of the 

week. 
 

Devotion: Read John 15:26-16:15. In preparing the disciples for his death, Jesus discusses several roles the Holy 

Spirit will play in the Church. The “Advocate” (Greek, “paraclete”), which means “called to one’s side,” will act 

as a counselor and comforter. The disciples will need a counselor because God has more to show them than they 

can bear at this time. They will need a comforter since the Spirit of truth will lead them to testify about Jesus, 

making persecution likely and death possible. Even then, Jesus reassures them the Holy Spirit’s arrival is to their 

advantage. Where Jesus is limited, like all humans, to one location, the Spirit is present with each person as the 

Church expands into the world. But the Spirit will not comfort all. Those who reject God will experience the 

Advocate as a righteous judge condemning evil. The Spirit deals with each person according to their belief and 

actions. Ponder how the same teaching that brings comfort to some condemns others (for example: Jesus Christ is 

Lord, you are a child of God, you were created to worship God)? When is the truth difficult or painful to hear? 

How can a loving God knowingly lead us into persecution? Can a faithful Christian avoid persecution? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:7. Those who grow older usually struggle with physical 

ailments. Our “groaning” speaks to the greater longing for eternity with God that has been placed within us. Pray 

for those whose health is fading. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Jesus directs his words to the early Church, which undergoes the specific persecutions he names. What general 

principles are found here for all disciples?   
 

15:27 The calling of a Christian is to testify to the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus as the Spirit 

leads. While sometimes our testimony uses words, it always is reflected in our actions. Apostles (Greek, 

“messenger” or “envoy”) carry testimony to new cultures. 
 

16:2 Like Saul before his conversion (Gal 1:13-17), many will persecute Christians with good intentions, 

believing they are being faithful to God. Why are religious people tempted toward fanaticism? How do we stop 

ourselves from being fanatics? 
 

16:5 The disciples are so concerned with the thought of losing Jesus (“now I am going to him who sent me”) that 

none of them ask the obvious question (“where are you going?”). 
 

16:7 What is the connection between Jesus’ death and the coming of the Spirit? Why does God require or desire 

the resurrection to occur before the Spirit is poured out? What would happen if the Spirit comes on all flesh while 

the old covenant is still in effect? 
 

16:9 The Spirit will convince the world that Jesus’ executioners were sinful. Likewise, the Spirit will teach those 

open to the truth that Jesus is righteous and expose the work of Satan. 
 

16:12 God has more to say to us than is included in scripture. The Spirit of God is active and alive in the people 

of God as they experience new circumstances. We must discern which new paths the Spirit is leading us to take 

and which to avoid. How much listening is a part of your prayer life? 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A26-16%3A15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4%3A16-5%3A7&version=NIV


 

 

Lesson Five             Holy Spirit 
 

The early Celtic Christians called the Holy Spirit 'the wild goose.' And the reason why is they knew that you 

cannot tame him. - John Eldredge 
 

Devotion: Read Romans 8:1-17. Paul uses the term “flesh” in his writings in a variety of ways. Sometimes he 

means our physical bodies (2 Cor 12:7). Often the word refers to works of the Law in general, such as 

circumcision (Gal 3:3). At other times “flesh” describes all within our earthly existence that is in opposition to 

God (Gal 5:16-17). In today’s reading, he uses “flesh” to mean a physical body twice - “in the likeness of sinful 

flesh” and “he condemned sin in the flesh” (8:3). But ten times he uses “flesh” as a shorthand way to describe 

humanity’s earthly enslavement to sin. His point is clear: Christ has rescued us from sin’s power. We can live 

according to the Spirit as “children of God,” experiencing peace now as well as eternal life following death. We 

discover God is “Abba,” a child’s word for a father, best translated “papa.” However, we must choose this path 

and decide to live according to the Spirit. What are some ways a Christian might know their minds are governed 

by the Spirit rather than the “flesh?” What kinds of relationships or hungers threaten to enslave people today? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Pray for those who are not in a good relationship with God. Also pray about how 

you and others in the Church can live as brothers and sisters to those who feel lost from God. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Today’s reading is Paul’s attempt to clarify what he meant about being released from the law’s written code to 

serve in a new way (Rom 7:6). He begins by answering the question of 7:24. 
 

8:1 The first four verses are an excellent summary of Paul’s theology. 
 

8:2 “Law” in the phrase “law of the Spirit” takes on the meaning of “authority” (Rom 7:21). 
 

8:3 The Law can define required obedience and declare punishment for sin, but the law can never turn human 

hearts to God. By taking on flesh, Jesus satisfied the requirements of the law while at the same time calling hearts 

into right relationship with God. Relationship to God through Jesus accomplishes what morality and religion 

cannot - fundamentally change human perspective on life, sin, God, self, etc. 
 

8:9 Note Paul uses “Spirit of God” and “Spirit of Christ” interchangeably. He assumes Trinitarian belief. Does it 

change how you envision the Spirit to use the term “Spirit of Christ?” How about “Jesus’ Spirit?” 
 

8:11 Spirit-filled people must endure mortal bodies that will age and die until that time when God brings new life 

and full redemption. 
 

8:14 We are children of God by adoption. Roman men adopted heirs for their property if they had no birth 

children. God is creator of all, but we become the children of God we were created to be when we are led by the 

Spirit of God. What is the difference between being someone’s child and representing/honoring/taking 

responsibility for the family’s traditions and values? 
 

8:16 The Spirit tells us if we are in right, loving relationship with God. Likewise, if we listen, the Spirit lets us 

know if we are living in a way that displeases God. We may fool others with masks of piety or cynicism, but the 

Spirit is actively communicating with us who we truly are. 
 

8:17 As God’s adopted children, we become heirs to Jesus’ inheritance, both the debts and riches. If we suffer as 

his faithful followers, we will also receive the blessings and inheritance of life in the Spirit. 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-17&version=NIV


 

 

Lesson Six             Holy Spirit 
 

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 

Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval.  

- Romans 14:13-23 
 

Devotion: Pentecost changes everything, including how we understand and experience God. In the old covenant, 

God is presented as holy, patient, distant, and disappointed by our failings. That is because before Pentecost we 

are unable to grasp the implications of an incarnate God or the powerful presence of the Spirit. After the Holy 

Spirit’s arrival, we wrestle with the greater mysteries of God and begin to describe God as Trinity. Think about 

how radical a shift that idea is for those raised in Judaism! Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10. 
 

The Bible does not explain the doctrine of the Trinity (one God and three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 

The word “Trinity” is not found in scripture, but the idea is reflected there  (Rom 15:16; 1 Cor 2:2-5, 6:11, 12:4-

5; Gal 4:6; Eph 2:18-22, 3:14-19, 4:4-9; Col 1:6-8; and Titus 3:4-6). These passages do not teach the Trinity; they 

assume it. The Trinity attempts to put into words the mystery of God. We are not intended to understand - how 

can we understand the nature of God! We are invited to reflect upon it and allow it to provide insights. How does 

each person of the Trinity impact your life? What is the difference in praying to each? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Slowly read the “Apostles Creed,” making it the beginning of your personal prayer 

time.   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
1:1 Paul, Silas, and Timothy found the Church in Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-14). As we will see with many New 

Testament books, this is truly a letter (“epistle”). Just as we have a standard way of beginning a letter, this is a 

basic greeting we will see in many of Paul’s writings. 
 

1:3 Just as the persons of the Trinity are assumed in these words, the writers refer to the famous trio of “faith, 

hope, and love” (1 Cor 13:13). How does the first part of the following pairs relate to the second part: 

faith/“work,” love/“labor,” and hope/”endurance?”   
 

1:4 In all divine-human interactions, God is the initiator of the relationship. It is clear God is active in their lives 

because the message came with power, the Spirit, and conviction. 
 

1:5 The Holy Spirit “power” mentioned here might refer to healing (Acts 19:11-12); spiritual gifts in spite of 

suffering (1 Thess 1:6; Gal 5:22-23) ; charismatic gifts (1 Cor 12:8-10); or their willingness to turn from idols 

(1:9). 
 

1:6 Are you confident enough in your faith to say, “imitate us,” along with these writers?   
 

1:9 Here we see the basic message of the gospel to pagans: monotheism (one God); Christology (Jesus is God’s 

son raised from death); and eschatology (Jesus as Lord is returning). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1%3A1-10&version=NIV


 

 

Lesson Seven             Holy Spirit 
 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

- 2 Corinthians 13:1-14 
 

Devotion: Read Matthew 28:16-20. Once again, we see the assumption of the doctrine of the Trinity in scripture. 

Jesus does not explain the concept to his disciples anymore than Matthew explains it to his readers. By 

commanding his followers to baptize “in the name of Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” Jesus ties the 

Trinitarian nature of God to the Church’s rite of initiation. Since we cannot understand the full mystery of God, 

and our doctrines do not sum up God, should we require people to express faith in the Trinity before we baptize 

them? Do we ask people to express faith in the Trinity when they join the church? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Begin your prayer time by reading the “Nicene Creed.” 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

True God from True God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, 
Who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
28:16 Judas’ death has reduced their number to eleven (Mt 27:3-10). 
 

28:17 We are not told what causes some to doubt. Why might this passage be disturbing to some in the Church? 

Why might it be very encouraging? 
 

28:18 Authority over all creation has been given to Jesus (Mt 11:27; Phil 2:9-11). It is through that authority 

Jesus sends the Church on its mission to the world: making disciples of all nations, baptizing, and teaching. If we 

take Jesus’ words here as a strict guideline, what is necessary and unnecessary for the Church to accomplish? Is 

communal worship necessary? 
 

The Church’s baptismal liturgy is established. How does this formula for baptizing people differ from Acts 2:38; 

19:5? Is it acceptable to baptize people in Jesus’ name today?   
 

28:20 Why does this final promise make it possible for the Church to perform its mission? How is Jesus present 

with us? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NIV


 

 

Week 2 Lordship 
Lesson One             Lordship 
 

The risen Lord is the new Temple, the real meeting place between God and man. - Benedict XVI 
 

This week we explore Jesus as Lord, beginning with the second half of the Pentecost story. We read the first half 

on April 8. You may want to re-read Acts 2:1-21 to remind yourself of the context of our passage. The gift of the 

Holy Spirit drives the disciples, now called apostles, to celebrate the lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 

Devotion: Read Acts 2:22-47. There is a connection between the presence of the Holy Spirit and our ability to 

recognize Jesus is Lord. Easter and Pentecost are deeply intertwined. Without the resurrection, we would see 

Jesus as a reforming prophet rather than Lord and Savior. Without the Spirit to guide us, we cannot grasp who 

Jesus is or activate resurrection power in our lives. Peter proclaims those baptized in Jesus’ name will receive the 

Spirit. The question is whether the baptized will listen to the Spirit’s guidance and allow themselves to be led!   
 

Notice what the newborn Church emphasizes: teaching, fellowship, communion, and prayer. Each of these 

activities is possible prior to Pentecost, but all of them are dramatically changed when led by the Spirit. How 

does the Spirit impact each of them? What must teachers; brothers and sisters in Christ; pastors; and those 

praying do to be led by the Spirit? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Acts 20:17-24. Most of us do not have a calling from God that will lead us into 

physical harm. What task is God calling you to perform next? What obstacles might prevent you from 

accomplishing it? Could your current task be to pray, listen, and discover your next step? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
2:22 This first proclamation of the gospel is built on three points: God provided signs for us through Jesus’ 

actions, he was crucified, and he was raised. What other elements do you consider essential for people to hear 

that are not included here? 
 

2:23 Jews (“you”) and Gentiles/Romans, (“wicked men”) are responsible for Jesus’ death. And yet, Peter 

emphasizes our evil choices did not thwart God’s plan (Job 42:2; Is 14:27). We may have free will, and we might 

choose to act in ways that are against God’s desires, but we cannot stop God from bringing about the grace-filled 

or just resolution God desires. 
 

2:25 Peter uses Psalm 16:8-11 to reinforce that death could not hold Jesus. His use of scripture with the Jewish 

crowd reinforces that God is driving these events. His point is that since David speaks of one who will not see 

corruption, and David is dead, he prophesies about another.   
 

2:33 The “right hand of God” refers to a position of equality with God with an emphasis on divine power and 

authority (Ps 16:8-11, 89:13). 
 

2:34 Here again, Peter reinforces that Jesus is superior to King David. The greatest King in Israel’s history spoke 

of another Lord. Peter is claiming God raised Jesus as a sign of lordship to fulfill David’s prophetic words in 

Psalm 110:1. 
 

2:38 “Repent” means to change direction toward God, which naturally brings in a change in our actions. Peter 

assumes baptism is performed in the “name of Jesus” rather than in the “name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit,” which will eventually become the standard in the early Church. This development is understandable since 

the early Church needs time to wrestle with and formalize the doctrine of the Trinity. It is not a question of which 
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formula is “right.” Baptism is not a magic action which only “works” if we speak certain words. It is a sign of 

God’s love which brings forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Spirit. Compare Peter’s statement of the Spirit 

being linked to baptism with Acts 8:14-7; 10:44-48; and 19:1-6. What do we learn from these texts about 

baptism? 
 

2:41 The number is not intended to be exact but an estimation to demonstrate an amazing response to Peter’s 

words. 
 

2:42 The passage now shifts to an overview of the early Church where members focus on studying the disciples 

teaching, fellowship (Gk, “koinonia”), meals, and prayer. Scholars disagree over whether “the breaking of bread” 

refers to meals eaten together in homes, Communion, or some combination of the two. “Prayers” probably refers 

to attending prayer times at the Temple (2:46) since the early Church still envisions itself as part of the Jewish 

community. 
 

2:43 The signs of Pentecost did not end that day but are part of the early Church’s experience. 
 

2:44 Some believe all Christians should follow the pattern established by these first believers and share 

everything in common. They point out this is the Church’s response when the Spirit is most active among us. 

Others suggest that while this was appropriate for the Church as it began to grow, it is not required for all 

believers over time. What are the positives and negatives of each belief? Is it possible the Church is called to 

different standards at different times in history? What are the implications of that idea? If that is the case, how do 

we know what is appropriate now?   
 

2:46 How does Luke describe the early Church at this point in its history? Can we describe the modern Church in 

the same ways? What can we learn from this comparison? 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson Two             Lordship 
 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 

heaven. - Hebrews 1:3 
 

Devotion: Read Ephesians 1:15-23. “Jesus is Lord” quickly became a foundational statement for the early 

Church. However, they had to distinguish Jesus’ lordship from the lords people saw in culture. In a world where 

power and authority is often used against people, Jesus desires his subjects to find hope, wholeness, and eternal 

life. This Lord does not desire to diminish us, does not require we think less of ourselves. His power is not 

dependent on our suffering or poverty. In fact, it is only by receiving his power in our lives that we can 

participate in the fullness of God and the gift of resurrection. We should not be surprised at this twist; we have 

heard about God’s reversal before. The Lord of all comes as servant to all (Jn 13:13-17). Jesus opens eternal life 

by dying on a cross. We are taught we must lose our life to save it (Mt 16:25). How does the sin of pride prevent 

us from embracing the Lordship of Jesus? What else hinders people from following Jesus as Lord? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Meditate on the following lyrics: Make me a captive, Lord, and then I shall be free. 

Force me to render up my sword, and I shall conqueror be. I sink in life’s alarms when by myself I stand; 

imprison me within thine arms, and strong shall be my hand.  When have these words felt true in your life? When 

have you submitted yourself to God and found liberation? Why is that frightening to many? What is your current 

relationship with God? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
1:15 The Church at Ephesus is predominately Gentile. Paul appreciates their love for “all God’s people,” a 

reference to Jewish Christians. He makes a connection between faith in God and love for others. Does faith in 

God always lead to love for others? Does love for others lead to faith? 
 

1:18 “The eyes of your heart” recalls the phrase “eyes of the soul” which was used frequently by Greek 

philosophers in this time. Since the “heart” is considered the seat of human knowledge and experience, it is not 

only a change in understanding that should occur but a transformation of the entire person. What is the difference 

in having a isolated encounters with God and being transformed in how we live? What causes transformation to 

occur? 
 

1:19 The language and verb tense used in this section assumes an action begun in the past that continues into the 

present. God’s power, experienced in fullness in the heavenly realm, is currently available to those who believe. 

What might prevent believers from experiencing that power? 
 

1:20 Christ has been enthroned. Jesus is in a position of equality with God the Father. 
 

1:21 “Power and dominion” refers to the spiritual realm, not kings and governments (Col 1:16, 2:15; Rom 8:38). 

This culture assumes angelic and demonic beings influence human events and decisions. Paul is pointing out 

these spiritual influences may exist but they no longer hold sway over those who live according to Christ’s 

power. 
 

1:22 What does it mean for the Church that Jesus is appointed “head” of the body? 
  
1:23 Translators differ over whether the “him” in the phrase “the fullness of him” refers to Jesus or to God. 

Which seems more natural to you? Does the choice change the gist of the passage? 
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Lesson Three             Lordship 
 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and 

forever! Amen. - 2 Peter 3:18 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-13. How do we deal with those who do not acknowledge Jesus is Lord or 

understand the implications of that teaching? In Corinth, as in many ancient cities, meat from animal sacrifices in 

pagan temples is offered in the market. Since there is only one God, other so-called “gods” do not exist. Mature 

Christians eat such meat without guilt. However, less mature followers of Jesus believe this practice is sinful 

because it honors those other “gods.” Paul urges the mature to not only be patient and understanding, but also to 

change their eating habits in order to care for their brothers and sisters in Christ. That is a remarkable attitude 

considering the less mature believers are proclaiming a belief in more than one god. Jesus is Lord over all the 

cosmos, but not everyone knows this fact. Paul assumes people will grow in their knowledge of Jesus’ lordship, 

and until they do, we should not act in ways that discourage them. What helps people mature in faith? What can 

the faithful do to encourage that growth? What does the Church do that makes it difficult for people to trust God? 

What should the Church require someone to understand or believe before allowing them to join? Can we let 

polytheists, those who believe in multiple gods join? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Who in your life has different opinions about God, Jesus, Church, salvation, Trinity, 

or participation in a faith community? Spend time praying that you will be loving, kind, patient, and supportive of 

them on their spiritual journey, and that they will do the same for you. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
8:1 Paul is addressing a pastoral issue in the Church at Corinth. However, prior to giving specific instructions on 

what actions to take, he provides a theological foundation: “knowledge puffs up while love builds up.” True 

knowledge of Jesus cannot lead to theological or ethical arrogance. What is the connection between such 

arrogance and “salvation by works?” How do we support and encourage those with theological knowledge while 

also supporting less mature people? 
 

8:3 Since God is love, whoever acts with love as a driving force knows God. God takes notice of the righteous 

intentions undergirding our actions. If you took this criteria seriously, who in your life displays great knowledge 

of God by showing love? 
 

8:4 Paul acknowledges there is only one God. However, there are many “gods” and “lords” that humanity sadly 

substitutes for God. Such idols do not represent a true deity, but belief in false gods has great influence 

nonetheless. 
 

8:5 Compare this passage to 1 Corinthians 10:19-21. What seems to be the difference for Paul between “gods” 

and “demons?” 
 

8:7 What actions might be acceptable for other Christians, but if you perform them, it will be a sin or denial of 

God in your life? 
 

8:9 How is ignoring the stumbling blocks of others a form of pride? 
 

8:12 What are the implications of the idea that when we sin against a weaker Christian brother or sister, we sin 

against Christ himself? 
 

8:13 What are some modern examples of stumbling blocks of which we must be aware? 
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Lesson Four             Lordship 
 

While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful to have it even more fully in your heart. - Francis of Assisi 
 

As we read New Testament passages, we need to remember the Church is very young. Many of the ideas and 

doctrines we assume (worship on Sunday rather than Sabbath; Trinity; inclusion of Gentiles; worship standards 

and liturgy; the content of the New Testament itself) are being developed and refined by the leaders and 

congregations during the time when these texts are bring written and distributed. We take for granted many 

theological concepts that caused great struggle and disagreement within the ever-expanding Church. 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Timothy 6:3-16. Yesterday we learned the general attitude we are to have toward Christian 

brothers and sisters who are immature in the faith. Today we see the painful reality that there is a difference 

between people who are immature but good-hearted, and those who are pride-filled, malicious, and greedy. As 

people who live between the first coming of Jesus (his incarnation, life, death, resurrection) and his second 

coming in the future, we are cautioned to make sure we flee from people with such attitudes. That vision of Jesus 

as Lord, fully revealed and worshipped by all creation at the end of time, provides a motivation for remaining 

sinless now. Why is “godliness with contentment” more difficult than simply godliness? How would our culture 

respond to Paul’s comment “if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that” (6:8)? What is the 

difference between saying “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” and “money is a root of all kinds of 

evil?” 
 

Personal Worship Option: Re-read 1 Timothy 6:7. This teaching is at the heart of much Christian meditation. 

Prayerfully ponder what this truth means for you. Are you investing time and energy in relationships, love, and 

faith or in things which you will leave behind after death? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read 1 Timothy 5:1-6:2 to see the full context of this passage. Paul is obviously writing in a different cultural 

context, one where women are not equal and slaves (made so by losing a war or indebtedness) are present. How 

does this context affect how we read this passage? 
 

6:5 Paul uses a play on the words “godliness” and “gain” in this verse and the next. Those who treat godliness as 

a way to financial gain do not grasp that godliness really does lead to great gain - contentment with God and self. 

Do you know people with “everything” but contentment? 
 

6:7 Compare this verse to Job 1:13-21. 
 

6:10 These words are not directed to the wealthy, but to those who love money. Many lower, middle, and upper 

class people love money and build their lives around gaining or keeping it. Likewise, people in each of these 

categories have a healthy understanding of finances and do not “pierce themselves with many griefs” over 

money. What are signs someone loves money? 
 

6:11 The “man of God” is Timothy, to whom Paul writes.   
 

6:12 The imagery of this verse is a boxer in a ring (1 Cor 9:26; 2 Tim 4:7).   
 

Paul refers to Timothy’s profession of faith, most likely made at his baptism. To encourage Timothy to remain 

faithful, he reminds the younger disciple (6:13) that Jesus also made a confession of his lordship before Pilate (Jn 

18:28-38). 
 

6:14 Timothy is encouraged to remain faithful until the time of Jesus’ return.  
 

6:15 Scholars believe this passage, beginning with “God, the blessed and only Ruler…,” is taken from an early 

Church hymn. 
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Lesson Five             Lordship 
 

I want neither a terrorist spirituality that keeps me in a perpetual state of fright about being in right relationship 

with my heavenly Father nor a sappy spirituality that portrays God as such a benign teddy bear that there is no 

aberrant behavior or desire of mine that he will not condone. I want a relationship with the Abba of Jesus, who is 

infinitely compassionate with my brokenness and at the same time an awesome, incomprehensible, and unwieldy 

Mystery. - Brennan Manning 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-3. In Wednesday’s reading, Paul urges patience and compassion for people 

who are good hearted but immature in faith. Yesterday’s text suggests some who disagree are not immature but 

malicious. How do we tell the difference? In the Church at Corinth, various people are claiming to have 

spontaneous inspiration from the Holy Spirit and expressing that inspiration in a variety of ways (12:4-11). Some 

of these gifts are causing disorder (14:1-40). Not surprisingly, the Church is experiencing confusion about gifts in 

general and disruption in worship. At least one person has said “Jesus is cursed” in such a moment. We do not 

know why someone would say this, perhaps a person wanted to create a set of Christian rules similar to the Law. 

Maybe he was angry at others who claimed Jesus as inspiration for a challenging idea. Paul provides guidance for 

how to determine if someone offers Spirit-filled insight. He is not suggesting that merely saying the words “Jesus 

is Lord” aloud is enough to determine if people believe correctly about Jesus. Paul wants the Church use this 

phrase as a theological guide. “Jesus is Lord” implies Jesus is, at least, the divinely-sent Messiah. Most likely he 

assumes the phrase is another way of saying Jesus is also God. According to Paul, anyone claiming less than 

these about Jesus (such as he is only a prophet or a moral example) is not being led by the Spirit. Jesus’ Lordship 

is the criteria for discerning who to trust. What would be the difference in your life in believing Jesus is a good 

example and naming him as your Lord?     
 

Personal Worship Option: Church is a place where many people hide from God. They show up in worship and 

participate in rituals in order to distract themselves from what God is trying to communicate to them. Spend time 

praying for the Church, that all in the body of Christ will seek God’s desires for themselves. Are you hiding from 

a calling or awareness of God? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
12:2 Paul refers to the intensely emotional practices which take place in the pagan temples of his time. These 

practices include priests going into prophetic trances, shamanistic use of hallucinogens, and possession of 

priest/priestess by their patron god. The assumption is the Church at Corinth is struggling to integrate people 

from these religious backgrounds into their community. How does a Church know which cultural practices are 

acceptable and which are to be avoided? 
 

How should the Church view the expression of strong emotions in worship? Are there any dangers to such 

practices? Is there an equal danger to suppression of emotion? 
 

12:3 Conformity to basic teachings of the apostles, such as the divinity of Jesus, is a sign of genuine faith.  What 

are the basics which all Christians should be required to believe? What are the core Christian doctrines that 

cannot be compromised? 
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Lesson Six             Lordship 
 

If we have to sum up the Book of Revelation in one phrase, it would be, 'Jesus wins.' - Jud Wilhite 
 

No overview of Jesus’ lordship is complete without reading from the Revelation to John. The Bible contains 

many literary styles: history, songs, poetry, prophecy, gospel, etc. Knowing the style of a book is critical. We do 

not read poetry the way we study history. The most fascinating literary style is apocalyptic, which is found in 

Daniel, Revelation, and many writings of this era. Apocalyptic writing presents a series of visions in which an 

angel reveals hidden or heavenly things, often about the end of time. This style uses symbols drawn from the 

writer’s culture. So, when writing Revelation, John draws on many Old Testament images. Although too 

simplistic, it is safe to say we should read apocalyptic works like poetry, allowing the imagery to encourage and 

inspire us to faithfulness. 
 

Devotion: In Revelation 4, John describes all creation worshipping God in the heavenly throne room. Chapter 5 

is set in the same location, but now Jesus (“Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,” and “a Lamb, looking 

as if it has been slain”) enters the scene. He is worthy to open a scroll describing God’s judgments and counsels 

for the faithful. Read Revelation 5:1-14. 
 

Chapter 5 reports the celebration of the risen Christ in heaven. Jesus is indeed Lord. All creation worships Christ, 

who is worthy of our praise. John writes this book in the apocalyptic style to encourage Christians in Asia Minor 

who are being persecuted by Rome. His message is simple: remain faithful and do not compromise your faith. 

Why would this style of literature encourage someone in the face of persecution? Which of John’s images of 

heavenly worship impact you most? What might this vision teach us about how our worship should look? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Revelation 4. We do not need to understand every symbol in this passage to 

gain an appreciation of the worship God receives in heaven. Spend time reflecting on your personal moments of 

worship? What prevents you from being completely focused on God in your prayer time? How might this 

heavenly vision guide you in prayer? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
5:1 God sits on a throne in heaven holding a scroll (Ez 2:9-10). This scroll describes the persecution of the 

Church taking place (6:1-17) and the events that will mark the end of time. 
 

5:2 This is the point of the entire passage. Who is worthy? Jesus is worthy! 
 

5:5 The titles describing Jesus celebrate his heritage as a descendent of King David (Gen 49:9; Is 11:1). He 

fulfills God’s promise that an heir of David will rule forever (2 Sam 7:12-16). 
 

5:6 John describes Jesus as a Lamb 29 times in this book. “Slain” points to the crucifixion. Jesus stands “at the 

center of the throne” and encircled by the creatures and elders. This position denotes he is God and yet in the 

midst of the creation. 
 

“Seven” is a number of completeness; horns are a sign of power; and eyes refer to wisdom. So, “seven horns and 

seven eyes’ is a symbolic way of saying Jesus has total power and wisdom. Likewise, the “seven spirits of God” 

is an apocalyptic way of referring to the Holy Spirit (1:4). 
 

5:8 “The four living creatures” refers to all creation. “Twenty-four elders” refers to the leaders of the covenant 

community (12 tribes of the old covenant and 12 apostles of the new covenant). From this passage comes the 

cultural belief that people play harps in heaven.   
 

5:9 Jesus’ arrival brings a new song (Ps 33:3). “New” is often associated with the covenant he initiates (2:17; 

21:1-5).   
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Lesson Seven            Lordship 
 

As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; 

the hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. - 

Daniel 7:9 
 

Devotion: On Thursday, we read about Jesus as “King of kings and Lord of lords” (1 Tim 6:15) who appears at 

the end of time to administer justice and redeem all the cosmos. Our reading today presents John’s apocalyptic 

version of that moment. You are invited to read our passage three times. The first time, do not pause or reflect on 

the words but allow the powerful images to wash over you. During your second reading, reflect on the specific 

images John uses for the three persons of the Trinity. What is he communicating through these? The third time, 

read the passage while asking what a worship service would look like if everyone fully acknowledged Jesus 

Christ as Lord. Read Revelation 19:1-16. 
 

Personal Worship Option: Spend time in prayer, focusing on giving God praise and worship rather than on your 

needs, wants, and desires. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
19:1 “After this” refers to the description in chapter 18 of God avenging the martyrdom of faithful Christians by 

defeating Rome (“Babylon”). The heavenly song (19:1-8) is punctuated by “hallelujah,” a Hebrew word meaning 

“Praise Yahweh!” Notice the angels (“a great multitude in heaven”) sing of Rome’s destruction in the first three 

verses. Then the earthly creation responds in verse 4. Finally, an angel of God speaks from the throne in verse 5, 

followed by a great multitude that seems to consist of voices from both heaven and earth. 
 

19:2 “The great prostitute” is a reference to Rome (17:4-6) who has killed the saints. Biblical writers often 

describe the worship of false gods in terms of prostitution (Ez 23). 
 

19:7 The new relationship between God and humanity, initiated by Jesus, is described in terms of a marriage 

(Hos 2:1-23; Is 54:1-8; Mk 2:19; 2 Cor 11:2). This use of both positive and negative sexual imagery, the most 

intimate of relationships on earth, gives us insight into the kind of intimacy God desires with creation.   
 

19:9 Faithful Christians, those who do not compromise their faith in the face of persecution, are invited to the 

marriage feast. If worship in heaven is described as a banquet, how does that impact how we view Communion? 
 

19:10 Overwhelmed at the heavenly sight, the seer bows down to worship the angel making the proclamation. 

The angel quickly rebukes him and directs him to worship God. When have you (or someone you know) been 

tempted to worship the messenger instead of God? 
 

19:11 The return of Jesus is described with imagery taken from Revelation 1:9-20. “White” is the apocalyptic 

color of victory, not purity. Every culture assigns different meaning to various colors. Do not assume our 

culture’s meaning for colors in scripture. Jesus is described as faithful and true. 
 

19:12 Jesus has a name “no one knows but he himself.” This refers to the biblical belief that to know someone’s 

name is to have power over them. Thus, this passage celebrates none have power over Jesus. 
 

19:15 Compare to Hebrews 4:12, Ephesians 6:17, and Revelation 1:6. The image of Christ’s victory as a 

winepress where wrath treads upon God’s enemies is also found in 14:19-20. 
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Week 3 - Salvation 
Lesson One            Salvation 
 

Three things are necessary for the salvation of man: to know what he ought to believe; to know what he ought to 

desire; and to know what he ought to do. - Thomas Aquinas 
 

In the iStudy-Advent lesson on November 27, salvation is defined as “an all-encompassing word in the New 

Testament, meaning 1) God’s action on our behalf in the past, especially in Jesus; 2) our current experience of 

grace; and 3) our future hope of fulfilled relationship with God.” While salvation encompasses our past, present, 

and future with God, most of us focus on being saved from whatever pain, problem, or evil currently bears down 

on us. How do we expand our awareness of God’s saving activity in our lives? 
 

Devotion: Read Acts 3. The man sits at the gate because the authorities prevent those with physical handicaps 

from entering the Temple. He is looking for help. Because money is the most likely gift he will receive, that is 

what he seeks. He is surprised to discover that God, through Peter and John, fills a deeper need, and he walks into 

the Temple for worship for the first time in his life, praising God. Like those Jesus healed, his physical 

restoration becomes a sign of the spiritual healing God desires to bring to every Israelite in the crowd. Each of 

them came to the Temple expecting one thing, most likely to worship God by offering a sacrifice. Now, like the 

man at the gate, each is confronted with a gift they did not expect, the opportunity for God to address a deeper 

need in their lives. Whether they are aware of it or not, they need the power of the risen Jesus. What are the pains, 

problems, and evils on which you are focusing lately? Are you open to God addressing something deeper in your 

life? How aware are you of your spiritual hungers? Are you open to God surprising you with grace?   
 

Personal Worship Option: Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-7. Have your pains, problems, or evil circumstances made 

you more able to empathize and comfort others? Pray about how God might use your experiences to bring 

support to others. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
3:1 Early Christians attend Temple for prayer (2:42), reading from the Old Testament. What would the positives 

and negatives if we only read from the Old Testament for a year?   
 

3:6 The miracle is performed “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.” This continues a biblical tradition of 

believing a person’s name possesses his or her power and authority (3:16; 4:10-12). The use of Jesus’ name to 

heal demonstrates to the crowd that God works through his power. 
 

3:11 Compare Peter’s speech here with 2:29-36. Has his message changed? 
 

3:13 Peter links the healing to the “God of Abraham…” as a sign to the Jews present that they are faithful to 

Yahweh. His description of Jesus as God’s “servant” probably draws on Isaiah’s suffering servants passages (Is 

42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12). Peter returns to this idea in 3:18. He is setting Jesus up as God’s glorified 

and righteous One (Is 52:13; 53:11). 
 

3:15 Jesus is described as “author of life” in contrast to “a murderer,” Barabbas (Lk 23:18-25). 
 

3:17 This passage probably represents a common evangelistic sermon to the Jewish community. What is the 

difference between rejecting Jesus because we do not know who he is and rejecting him after hearing the gospel? 
 

3:19 Note that Peter calls for repentance and conversion but does not call for baptism. “Times of refreshing” 

refers to blessings received by the faithful at the end of time. 
 

3:22 Peter references Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Leviticus 23:29. 
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Lesson Two             Salvation 
 

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. - Psalm 95:1   
 

Devotion: Read Acts 4:1-22. What does “salvation” mean to us? Does it only refer to eternal life in heaven after 

we die? Peter responds to the religious leaders’ questions by proclaiming Jesus as the powerful, resurrected 

Messiah. Referring specifically to the healing of the man who had been lame (3:6-8), he declares Jesus is the way 

to “salvation.” But in describing that healing (in yesterday’s reading), Peter connected Jesus’ power to the need 

for repentance, forgiveness of sins, “refreshing” from Jesus at the end times, restoration into God’s covenant 

community, and personal redemption from sinful ways (3:17-26). Salvation leads the disciples to speak truth to 

the powerful who oppose them and endure their threats (4:19). Salvation moves the early Church to share all their 

possessions (4:32). When we experience salvation through Jesus Christ, it affects all aspects of our lives. If we 

only feel the effect of faith on Sunday mornings, then good news! God wants to the power of the risen Christ to 

permeate all areas of our existence. What areas of life do you hold back from God’s transforming power?   
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Isaiah 12:1-6. The prophet imagines salvation as a well from which we are 

invited to drink. If you had a drink from that well, what inner thirst would be quenched? When do you feel thirsty 

for something more in your life?   
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
4:2 The Sadducees are wealthy priests who, because they cooperate with Roman oppressors, are allowed to run 

the Temple. They read only the Torah, the first five Old Testament books. Peter and John’s proclamation (3:12-

26) might bother them since Sadducees do not believe in resurrection of the dead, but that is not why they arrest 

the disciples. The Pharisees also believe in resurrection of the dead, and they are not under threat of arrest. The 

Sadducees are afraid the crowd will become excited by the teaching that Jesus is the resurrected Messiah and 

revolt against Rome, leading to the nations’ destruction. 
 

4:4 Once again, the crowds respond enthusiastically to the proclamation of the gospel. This would frighten the 

religious authorities all the more. 
 

4:6 Annas is the high priest emeritus, having served from 6-15 CE. His son-in-law Caiaphas now serves that 

position. However Annas still carries enormous sway with the religious leaders. They frame their anger around 

their belief Peter and John lack the authority to teach because neither the religious leaders nor the Romans have 

empowered them to do so. 
 

4:8 “Filled with the Holy Spirit” makes it clear Peter’s words are true, not merely his opinion. 
 

4:11 Peter quotes Psalm 118:22, placing Jesus in the role of Messiah and the religious authorities as those who 

rejected God’s chosen one (Mt 21:42; 1 Pet 2:7). 
 

4:13 “Unschooled” means illiterate. 
 

4:14 The man who experienced healing is present. Either he has been in jail as well or has been brought before 

them as a witness. Compare the Sanhedrin’s response to Luke 21:12-19. 
 

4:16 The Sanhedrin leaders discover they are innocent. Luke desires readers to reflect on the trial of Jesus, where 

they found an innocent man guilty (Lk 22:66-23:25). 
 

4:19 How would your life change if you spoke with the boldness of Peter and John? 
 

4:22 The magnitude of the healing is emphasized since the man has been lame for forty years. 
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Lesson Three             Salvation 
 

God isn't present in the past or future. The great 'I Am' is in the present moment. When I claim that presence, I 

can get through anything today. - Regina Brett 
 

Devotion: Remember the definition we are using this week: salvation is an all-encompassing word in the New 

Testament, meaning 1) God’s action on our behalf in the past, especially in Jesus; 2) our current experience of 

grace; and 3) our future hope of fulfilled relationship with God. With the images of past, present, and future in 

mind, read Hebrews 10:19-25. 
 

The writer of Hebrews assumes God has impacted our past (Jesus opened a new and living way for us); is 

moving in the present day (Christ is our great high priest, and we need to draw near to God now); and will be 

present in our future (God will be faithful, as promised). Do you spend most of your time thinking about the past, 

living in the moment, or considering the future? On which are you tempted to focus too much? What happens to 

faith that forgets what God has done in the past? Can someone be a Christian without considering the future? 

When are you tempted to live too much in the past or future? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Psalm 118:24. Spend time in prayer, rejoicing in the good gifts that are part of 

your life today. What good gifts in the world make you glad today? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
10:19 Our desire to worship is driven by confidence in Jesus’ sacrifice to make reconciliation with God possible 

and his current role as our high priest (10:21). The writer uses Old Testament imagery (“Most Holy Place” and 

“curtain,” Ex 26:31-35, Mt 27:51; “sprinkled” Lev 4:1-7) to emphasize Jesus as the fulfillment of the old 

covenant. 
 

10:22 The verb used in “the new and living way opened” (Gk, “egkaino”) means “to inaugurate or dedicate.” 

Jesus did not re-open the path to God in the same way animal sacrifices provided access. This is a new track for 

humanity to come into God’s presence. Jesus blazes a new trail to God and invites us to follow.   
 

10:21 Worship is described as drawing near to God in sincerity and faith, which is the result of forgiveness and 

cleansing. That is the reason traditional worship liturgy contains a communal confession of sin. What do you do 

to prepare for worship? 
 

10:22 Scholars believe “let us draw near” is a phrase drawn from old covenant Tabernacle liturgy. The reference 

to washing of bodies refers to both the practice of ceremonial cleansing in the Law and Christian baptism - once 

again proclaiming the new covenant fulfillment of the old. However, where old covenant cleansing water 

produced external purity, this water is sprinkled on our hearts, signifying inner purity. 
 

10:23 Our confident hope is based on God’s faithfulness, not our own righteousness. 
 

10:24 Notice that “love” in this verse joins “faith” (10:22) and “hope” (10:23) to complete the common trio of 

faith, hope, and love. 
 

Faith and worship are seen as a communal experience rather than individual pursuits. The writer is emphasizing 

the importance of not giving up on meeting together. How has the modern emphasis on individualism changed 

the Church’s practice of communal worship? 
 

10:25 The “Day” refers to the coming of Christ at the end of time. The belief that we will soon stand before God 

to explain our actions pushes us to encourage one another. 
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Lesson Four             Salvation 
 

We look at life from the back side of the tapestry. And most of the time, what we see is loose threads, tangled 

knots and the like. But occasionally, God's light shines through the tapestry, and we get a glimpse of the larger 

design with God weaving together the darks and lights of existence. - John Piper 
 

Devotion: Read Ephesians 5:3-20. Once again we see the past, present, and future qualities of salvation. “For you 

were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light...and find out what pleases the 

Lord” (5:8-9). Paul wants to make sure the Church does not become lazy and complacent with sins. He wants 

followers of Jesus to wake up to the power of Christ to bring light and new life. We can see some of the issues 

with which the early Christians struggle: sexual immorality, greed, obscenity, idolatry, drunkenness, and 

debauchery. In other words, Christians in every generation struggle with the same sins! The power of Christ is 

available in our lives to combat whatever tempts us away from the life of salvation God desires for us. Light 

overcomes darkness, if we open ourselves to it. The Spirit can help us make the most of every opportunity. 

Forgiveness is available for you. Reflect on the sins into which you most easily fall. What is it you are trying to 

find when you give into sinful thoughts or actions (medication for your pain, happiness for your sadness, 

excitement because you are bored, a way to feel in control, escape from reality, peace about the future, relaxation 

to forget trouble, punishment for others so they will hurt the way you hurt, etc.)? What drives your struggles? 

Offer the truth to God in prayer. 
 

Personal Worship Option: What does greed look like in your life? Since greed is not limited to money or 

possessions, spend time reflecting on what tempts you toward covetousness, hoarding, or unhealthy cravings. 

What helps you maintain a healthy balance with possessions?   
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
5:3 Paul teaches that God’s people should work to overcome any hint of improper behavior. What is the 

difference between living as God desires and acting in ways approved by culture or neighbors? How easy is it to 

distinguish between those two perspectives? 
 

5:4 What are examples of living a life of thanksgiving? 
 

5:5 “In the kingdom of Christ and of God” is a phrase found nowhere else in the New Testament. 
 

5:8 The images of light and darkness are probably Paul’s attempt to address Gnostics who teach they are 

“illuminated,” rising above moral judgments of good and evil. We still see this in our culture, people who 

consider rules for common folk but not applicable to them. What does such an attitude teach us about their self-

perspective? 
 

5:9 How is “find out what pleases the Lord” a form of sanctification? 
 

5:14 This is most likely a fragment of a Christian hymn used in baptismal ceremonies and familiar to the Church 

at Ephesus. Compare this to the fragment of hymn found in 1 Timothy 3:16. 
 

5:18 Like the earlier references to sexual immorality (5:3), “drunk with wine” probably refers to pagan worship 

practices, particularly those of the mystery cults. The language in this verse is derived from Proverbs 23:31. 
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Lesson Five             Salvation 
 

Christian salvation consists in works. To be saved is to be made holy. To be saved requires our being made part 

of a people separated from the world so that we can be united in spite of - or perhaps better, because of - the 

world's fragmentation and divisions. - Stanley Hauerwas 
 

Devotion: Read James 2:14-26. Yesterday we read Paul’s call for the Church to remain pure. Today James warns 

that we must not only avoid sin but actively do good works. He fears Christians have equated salvation with a set 

of intellectual beliefs rather than living out the way of life Jesus teaches (1:22-25). Just as Paul draws on 

Abraham’s life to argue for salvation by faith rather than works (Rom 4), James uses an example from the 

Patriarch’s life to insist that faith without deeds is dead. James is not arguing for works rather than faith, but 

works which arise because of faith. Christians must keep both in balance. Are you more likely to lean too heavily 

toward intellectual thought and personal encounter with God or do you become so focused on living a holy 

lifestyle that you forget to include spirituality? Which imbalance is more common in the modern Church? How 

can a church help us maintain balance? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Ephesians 2:8-10. Spend time reflecting on the last few weeks of your life. 

How has your salvation manifested itself? When have you felt close to God? When have you experienced balance 

or near-balance between faith and good works? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
2:14 Although he asks two questions in this verse, James’ style of writing implies a negative answer in both 

cases. He challenges those who believe faith means adherence to certain doctrinal standards, such as the unity of 

God (2:19); Trinity, Jesus’ incarnation, or resurrection from the dead. These are important, but they are not a 

substitute for living as Jesus taught. 
 

2:16 What are the implications of these verses on the calling of the Church? Can a Church be faithful without 

addressing needs in the community? 
 

2:17 Is there a difference between saying “faith without action is dead” and “the only thing that counts is faith 

expressing itself through love” (Gal 5:6)? 
 

5:18 Is it possible to give evidence of faith without any good works? 
 

2:19 If someone intellectually agrees that Jesus calls us to forgive enemies but does not actually forgive anyone, 

are they a Christian? Will they go to heaven? 
 

2:20 The “foolish person” is likely an imaginary false teacher James has constructed to make his point rather than 

an actual person he addresses with the letter. 
 

2:21 Compare this to Paul’s argument in Romans 4. Teachers and pastoral leaders must address the issues at hand 

in a congregation. Are Paul and James saying the same thing, or do they have two different views of Christian 

life? What are the implications of saying they have are saying the same thing a different way? Of saying they 

have two different views?   
 

2:22 James refers to Genesis 22:1-19 and 15:6. 
 

2:25 Rahab is an example of a Gentile who finds salvation through good works (Josh 2:1-21). Rahab’s actions are 

based on the fear that Yahweh’s power, through Israel’s army, will bring destruction to her family. Do good 

works based in fear of death still indicate faith in God? 
 

2:26 In the Hebrew mindset, body and spirit are bound together, intertwined in such a way as to be inseparable. 

James’ point is that while we might use two different words to describe faith and works, the two always exist 

together. 
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Lesson Six             Salvation 
 

Passive righteousness tells us that God does not need our good works. Active righteousness tells us that our 

neighbor does. The aim and direction of good works are horizontal, not vertical. - Tullian Tchividjian 
 

Devotion: Read James 3:1-18. James moves from insisting on good works in the previous chapter to this passage 

about the importance of taming the tongue. Words are a powerful and often destructive force with the potential to 

corrupt the whole body and set us on a course toward hell. James is not saying that words are magic or that 

speaking certain words makes us evil. He assumes our words arise from our heart, indicating our inner 

disposition toward God, neighbor, and self. Destructive words emerge from a corrupted inner life. So pay 

attention to your words; they can show you, as they show the world, whether you are filled with humility, 

wisdom, envy, ambition, mercy, or peace. Do you have a reputation for using words in a particular way? When 

have you experienced the destructive power of another’s words? When have you experienced the healing power 

of someone’s words? If words reflect our inner state of salvation, what do your words indicate about your 

connection to God? 
 

Personal Worship Option: A healthy spiritual life includes moments when we speak with powerful honesty and 

frankness to God, in part so we can experience the emotions we so often bury within ourselves. Spend time in 

that kind of prayer, allowing everything within you, good, beautiful, bad, and ugly, to emerge in God’s presence. 

Try not to censor yourself. Then spend time reflecting with God on what you said, seeking healing, forgiveness, 

and wholeness. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
3:1 Compare this to Matthew 5:19. What criteria should the Church use to determine if someone should be 

allowed to teach a children’s Sunday school class? An adult class? Preach a sermon? If teachers are judged more 

strictly than others, what is the community’s responsibility in supporting them? Is it possible teachers’ “faults” 

might be a sign of community failure? 
 

3:2 All are sinful, but someone who has control over their tongue shows spiritual maturity. Using this criteria, 

who do you know that demonstrates Christian maturity? 
 

3:3 These examples assume a rider or pilot is in control and guiding. Who is the pilot of a Christian’s life? What 

is the role of free will in a mature Christian’s life? When is it expressed? 
 

3:6 The phrase “sets the whole course of one’s life on fire” is considered one of the most difficult passages to 

translate in the New Testament. Research how different Bible versions translate this phrase. 
 

“Hell” (Gk, “Gehenna”) refers to the Valley of Hinnom, a continually burning garbage dump outside of 

Jerusalem. This reference is the only non-gospel reference to “Gehenna” in the New Testament. 
 

3:7 This verse continues a long biblical tradition of dividing the animal kingdom into four parts (Gen 9:2; 1 Kgs 

4:33). 
 

3:13 Wisdom is demonstrated through good works performed in humility. How is this definition different from 

the world’s definition of wisdom? 
 

3:15 What are examples of worldly “wisdom” built upon envy and selfish ambition? How does a materialistic 

person justify their actions? A racist person? A workaholic? A gossip? A thief? 
 

3:17 How does someone develop these virtues? Where do we learn to be the people described in this verse? Does 

the Church help us become virtuous? 
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Lesson Seven             Salvation 
 

Man seems to be capable of great virtues but not of small virtues; capable of defying his torturer but not of 

keeping his temper. - Gilbert K. Chesterton 
 

Devotion: Read Romans 12:9-21. Paul’s words at the beginning of this passage are positive and good, but not 

terribly surprising. The surprise occurs when he continues to talk about blessing and living peaceably with those 

who persecute and act in evil ways toward us. Like Jesus, he calls the Church to allow godly virtues within us, 

which are a result of the Holy Spirit, to guide our responses in all situations. Love, honor, joy, patience...these are 

not qualities which a faithful person turns on and off depending on circumstances. They emerge from within as 

fruit naturally grows on a tree. We are to trust God and do the right thing even in times of persecution. How are 

Paul’s words antithetical to much of the advice the world gives? What would culture say in response to this 

passage? What assumptions lie behind the worldly responses? What assumptions lie behind the Christian attitude 

reflected in this passage? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Matthew 5:38-42. Most Christians try to find a reason why we should not feel 

obligated to live out Jesus’ words. Many biblical commentators tell us he did not ‘really’ mean what he said. It is 

a difficult calling, but one consistent with Jesus' life and death. Spend time in silence with God, contemplating 

the call to follow Jesus in a way of peace. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
12:9 As with Paul’s comments in 1 Corinthians 13, love is the driving force and foundation for Christian virtue. 

If the remainder of the passage represents a series of instructions on how to love with sincerity, what is the most 

surprising expression of love found there? 
 

12:10 “Love” in this passage is the Greek word “philadelphia,” meaning brotherly affection, not “agape,” godly 

love which sacrifices for the good of the other. 
 

12:11 “Keep your spiritual fervor” is similar to the description of Apollos in the early Church (Acts 18:25).   
 

12:14 Compare this to Luke 6:27-28. What are situations where the call to love our enemies challenges 

Christians? When is it most difficult for Christians to embody this teaching? 
 

12:16 Along with 12:18, Paul instructs us to work toward harmony with others, recognizing that others may not 

be seeking a peaceful relationship. “As far as it depends on you” drives his call to “not repay evil for evil” 

(12:17). Why do we sometimes want to repay evil for evil? Do we intend to punish them? Does hurting them 

make us feel better? Do we intend to show them how it feels? How do Paul’s words address those responses? 

What might Jesus say to us about hurting others and following him (Mt 5:39, 43-44)? What do we sacrifice when 

we hurt others? 
 

12:19 “God’s wrath” refers to the moment at the end of time or death when God judges all people, seeing their 

hearts and bringing righteous judgment. Paul quotes Deuteronomy 32:35. When we seek revenge, we are placing 

ourselves in a role reserved for God. What is lacking in our acts of revenge that make them less than just? 
 

12:20 Paul uses Proverbs 25:21-22. The Hebrew phrase regarding burning coals is difficult to translate. Some 

suggest a better translation is “you will remove coals from his head.” However, the Greek translation 

(“Septuagint”) Paul uses does describe heaping burning coals on the head. Early Church fathers taught that 

enemies will be brought to shame by Christian kindness. 
 

12:21 How does this passage summarize the life and ministry of Jesus? How does this verse relate to 12:9? 
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Week 4 - Church 
Lesson One             Church 
 

For years I thought my assignment or the Church's assignment was to articulate the Gospel and nothing more. 

Now I believe that if we don't support the verbal expression of the Gospel with physical demonstration of 

compassion, we are not imitating Jesus. - Max Lucado 
 

This week we read from “The Acts of the Apostles,” to observe the church’s early years of expansion. Growth 

brings new issues and uncovers old tensions. We will also read one other New Testament passage each day to see 

these same problems from a different perspective. 
 

Devotion: Read Acts 6:1-7. The Church grows at a staggering rate (Acts 2:41-42, 47; 4:4). Imagine the difficulty 

of organizing and overseeing over 5,000 new believers! The apostles must preach, teach basics, develop 

worshiping communities, and distribute funds (4:32-35)! At this point, the Church consists of Jewish Christians. 

The natural division between those from Jerusalem who speak Aramaic (“Hebraic Jews”) and those from outside 

the region who speak Greek (“Hellenistic Jews”) is also found in the Church. The Greek-speaking Christians 

believe their widows do not receive the same care as the Aramaic-speaking widows. By laying on hands, the 

Church ordains (“set aside for service”) seven Greek-speaking men to oversee the distribution of funds. This is 

the origin of the ordained “deacon.” Why is it wise to select persons who speak Greek in this situation? What 

does this communicate to the broader Church about how to address issues? 
 

Read 1 Timothy 3:1-13, 4:14. From the beginning, the Church has set aside particular people for special service: 

Bishops (“overseers”), Elders, and Deacons. Bishops lead a region of the Church. Elders shepherd a congregation 

through word, sacrament, and order. Deacons guide ministries of word, order, justice, and compassion. Where 

Elders care for those who are already a part of the congregation, Deacons build bridges out into the community. 
 

Personal Worship Option: Pray for your church’s ministers and staff. United Methodists vow to support their 

congregation with their prayers. How often do you pray for your church? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read Acts 6:8 - 8:1 to see Stephen’s ministry expand into teaching and lead to martyrdom.   
 

6:1 Should the early Church’s ministries be a model for the modern Church? The early Church distributed food to 

the hungry. Does this mean the modern Church should also distribute food? 
 

6:2 Does this verse communicate a call to preach is more important than a call to serve others? Or is this an 

indication the twelve are more gifted for teaching than distribution of funds? What are the implications of each 

interpretation? 
 

6:3 The twelve allow the gathered disciples to select the seven chosen to serve. What does this suggest regarding 

the meaning of ordination, setting aside people for particular service? What process should decide if someone is 

called to ordained ministry? 
 

6:5 Some scholars believe the seven who are selected represent the leadership of the Greek-speaking Christian 

community, while the twelve function as leaders for the Aramaic-speakers. 
 

6:6 Laying on of hands is a sign of transmitting authority (8:17; 19:6), in this case from the twelve apostles to 

those who serve in the distribution of funds. Ordination is the act of giving people authority over a set of 

ministries. 
 

6:7 This report of the Church’s continued growth suggests their resolution to the issue is faithful. Is growth 

always an indicator of faithfulness? Can you grow an unfaithful Church? 
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Lesson Two             Church 
 

Instead of being just a church that welcomes and receives by keeping the doors open, let us try also to be a 

church that finds new roads, that is able to step outside itself and go to those who do not attend Mass, to those 

who have quit or are indifferent. - Pope Francis 
 

Devotion: In yesterday’s reading, Stephen is introduced as one of seven people selected to care for widows (Acts 

6:5). Soon after being set aside for that task, his powerful teaching leads angry authorities to arrest and martyr 

him (6:8-7:60). Today’s reading presents Saul, who persecutes the Church and approves of Stephen’s stoning. 

Read Acts 8:1-17. While it is tragic, persecution drives the Church’s expansion by forcing leaders to flee to new 

territories. Philip carries the message to Samaria, just as Jesus prophesied (Acts 1:8). Samaritans worship the 

same God and follow the Torah but have married and mixed their religion with Gentiles. With growth comes the 

need to clarify beliefs and practices. Peter and John encounter people who are baptized but “the Holy Spirit had 

not yet come on any of them.” This might mean 1) they have not exhibited any spiritual gifts, such as speaking in 

tongues, or 2) the apostles have not laid hands on them, which seems to be an expected practice and is linked to 

the gift of the Holy Spirit (19:5-6). There are many negatives to persecution. Besides expansion, what are some 

of the positives? 
 

Read 2 Corinthians 4:1-15 to gain a personal perspective on persecution. Interestingly, this passage is written by 

Paul, the former Saul, who is one of the few to experience being both persecutor and persecuted. What is Paul’s 

message to the Church which faces great trials? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read 1 Peter 4:10. Find a new way in the next 24 hours to serve someone. It does not 

matter if it is a simple or complex task as long as you act in service. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
8:2 “Godly men” suggest Jews who are not believers. 
 

8:3 Saul’s persecution of the Church reminds us even those far away from God’s desires can be transformed. 

Who are the people you might be tempted to believe are beyond hope? 
 

8:4 This verse represents a major division in the book of Acts. Persecution pushes the Church beyond the Jewish 

community.   
 

8:5 Philip is another of the seven Greek-speaking believers chosen by the twelve to serve (6:5). “Samaria” can 

mean either the region north of Israel or a particular city in that area. Philip’s willingness to minister in this 

region is a departure from the hatred of Samartians by Jews.   
 

8:6 Like the disciples, Philip’s ministry is accompanied by exorcisms and healing. 
 

8:13 Simon’s conversion testifies to the power of Philip’s ministry. Read Acts 8:18-25 to see how Simon 

progresses on his spiritual journey. What might have been his initial understanding of the gospel? Does his initial 

lack of full understanding indicate he was not really committed before or should we assume all converts have 

similar issues on their spiritual journeys? 
 

8:14 As representatives of the twelve apostles, Peter and John come to oversee and complete Philip’s ministry 

among the Samaritans. This might also indicate his ministry is not initially authorized by the twelve. 
 

8:15 The book of Acts presents the order of baptism and gift of the Holy Spirit in a variety of ways (10:44-48; 

19:1-7). Quite often Christians want to establish a “right” order for these and argue God only works according to 

that one way. How is limiting God to act in one particular way a form of pride? 
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Lesson Three             Church 
 

Each generation of the church in each setting has the responsibility of communicating the gospel in 

understandable terms, considering the language and thought-forms of that setting. - Francis Schaeffer 
 

Devotion: Read Acts 8:26-40. The Ethiopian is a Gentile convert to Judaism. He has been in Jerusalem to 

worship, but his status as a eunuch prevents him from entering the Temple (Deut 23:11). His encounter with 

Philip is the Church’s first step in reaching out into the Gentile (non-Jewish) world (Mt 10:18; Acts 1:8). While 

modern Christians take for granted that people from different faith backgrounds can follow Jesus, this is a 

divisive question in the early Church. If the Spirit drives us to reach out beyond our comfort zones to people who 

are very different than us, what boundaries, if any, do we place on people joining a Church? Does someone 

joining the church have to believe in the virgin birth, bodily resurrection of Jesus, the Bible as the Word of God? 

What are some boundaries Churches have placed on people in the past that are no longer enforced?   
 

Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-23. The Church at Corinth has many factions. Some believers claim their faith or teaching 

is superior because Paul led them to Jesus. Others claim the same thing due to their connection to Apollos, a 

powerful teacher (Acts 18:24-28). Modern believers split into denominations, and even further divide into interest 

groups within denominations. What guidelines should Christians follow when discussing differences of 

theological opinion? How much study and reflection should you undertake before engaging in such 

conversations? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Invite someone new to join you for worship on Sunday. The goal is to invite 

them….regardless of whether they attend or not. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
8:26 The road to Gaza is southwest of Jerusalem, leading to Egypt. Since the text gives no details about the angel, 

how do you envision this moment looking? Might this be a description of inspiration? 
 

8:27 Ethiopia is a nation to the south, bordering Egypt. Castrated males are given important positions of power in 

royal service since their inability to produce heirs means they are unlikely to be loyal to a family of their own, 

and therefore, more likely to serve their master’s interests.   
 

8:30 Philip can hear the man reading because people in the ancient world read aloud. This was probably due to 

words being cramped together because both spaces between words and punctuation are not added to manuscripts 

until the seventh century. In such a setting, reading aloud is simpler. 
 

8:32 He is reading Isaiah 53:7-8, which Jews traditionally interpret as referring to Israel or Isaiah himself. 

Philip’s interpretation assumes the silence of the sheep refers to Jesus’ silence during his trial (Lk 23:9). 
 

8:36 The Ethiopian is probing to find out if he is excluded from baptism since he is a eunuch and not born 

Jewish. What criteria should we use today to decide whether to baptize someone?   
 

8:37 Notice that many translations have deleted verse 37 (“And Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, 

you may.’ And he replied, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’”) because it seems to be a later addition 

to the original text. If it is a later addition, why do you think someone added it? 
 

8:40 “Azotus” is the Greek name for the Philistine city of Ashdod. 
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Lesson Four             Church 
 

Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion - it is a daily process whereby you grow to be 

more and more like Christ. - Billy Graham 
 

Devotion: Read Acts 9:1-22. Saul, the feared persecutor of the Church, encounters Jesus and is converted. 

Considering he writes 13 of the 27 books of the New Testament, that is significant! Why does God appear in such 

a unique way in Saul’s life? Why does God not blind and speak to more people?! Could it be that Saul, although 

doing a terrible thing in persecuting the Church, has his heart in the right place? What if he really desires to serve 

God and believes the followers of Jesus are corrupting God’s covenant with Abraham? What is the difference 

between doing the wrong thing while trying to please God and doing the wrong thing to please yourself? How 

does God view people in those scenarios? Does God “speak” to those trying to do the right thing? What do 

Christians learn from Saul’s story about how to view persecutors? 
 

Read 2 Timothy 4:1-8. Saul, now called Paul, encourages believers to faithfully proclaim the word of God in 

spite of hardships. The persecutor has become the one who now looks back on a life given in service to Jesus. 

Which piece of his advice does the Church need to hear today?   
 

Personal Worship Option: Read and reflect on Reinhold Niebuhr’s Serenity Prayer: God, grant me the serenity 

to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the 

difference. What is something in your life that you need to accept? Something you need courage to change? 

Something you need wisdom to face? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read the other accounts of this event in Acts 22:6-11, 26:9-18 and Galatians 1:11-24. 
 

9:2 Christian faith has spread to Damascus, a Gentile city, before the conversion of Saul. It is referred to as “the 

Way” (19:9, 23; 24:14, 22). What are the positives of that title for Christian faith? 
 

9:3 Quite often when God appears in scripture there is light (Gen 15:12-21; Ex 19:16-18). 
 

9:5 The term “Lord” does not indicate divinity but is respectful. 
 

9:6 Jesus literally identifies with the believers who are being persecuted. 
 

9:7 Compare this account about his companions hearing God’s voice to Acts 22:9. Remember the early Church is 

not stupid. They know these accounts do not line up. What might be the reason they report both accounts? 
 

9:8 In what way is Saul’s physical blindness an appropriate predicament? Is this a punishment or kindness from 

God for him? What does Saul learn by being led by the hand into the city? 
 

9:15 Saul’s ministry to the Gentiles will be the focus for the remainder of Acts. He will indeed appear before 

Gentiles (17:22-34), a king (26:1-29), and Jews (13:2-5). 
 

9:16 Notice that God’s calling on Saul comes with the assumption of suffering. Do you equate a calling by God 

with suffering? With honor? Protection? Purpose? 
 

9:17 In spite of his fears about Saul, Ananias calls him “brother.” What does that tell us about Ananias? 
 

9:18 Saul is baptized immediately, without any instruction on theology, because baptism is a sign of inclusion in 

the new covenant community, not understanding. The learning comes later. 
 

9:22 Luke does not mention Saul’s trip to Arabia (Gal 1:17). Either he does not know of the trip or it does not 

advance his story to mention it. 
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Lesson Five             Church 
 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 

believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. - Romans 1:16 
 

Devotion: Read Acts 10:1-48. God leads Peter (Jewish Christian) to Cornelius (God-fearing Gentile). Peter is so 

moved by the Spirit’s outpouring on the Gentiles that he baptizes them! This fulfills God’s word to Abraham, “in 

you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen 12:2-3). Where the old covenant is limited to the Jews, the 

new covenant welcomes all. Peter’s reservations about setting aside the Law are overcome by the living presence 

of the Holy Spirit. The acceptance of Gentiles opens the Church’s doors to the world. What role did each of the 

following play in Peter’s acceptance of Gentiles: scripture, tradition, reason, and experience? What is the danger 

of elevating one of these sources of God’s desires above the others? 
 

Read Romans 9:30-10:13. Paul and early Church leaders are Jewish! He is not saying individual Jews cannot 

follow Jesus. Paul is explaining why the Jewish religion as a whole, gifted with the Law and history with God, 

does not recognize God’s Messiah. The reason is its inability to place faith over works (10:32) and refusal to 

submit to Jesus as Lord. God does not ask if we are Jew or Greek; God asks if we are following where the Spirit 

leads. What are the implications of saying a history with God does not always mean we are open to God’s Spirit 

now? 
 

Personal Worship Option: What individuals or groups did your family teach you to avoid? Do you still struggle 

with welcoming them today? How would you feel if you discovered someone rejected you because you were part 

of a group they were taught to hate? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
10:1 Centurions are Roman citizens who command one hundred soldiers. “God-fearing” means he is a Gentile 

who worships God but is not a convert to Judaism. 
 

10:12 Reptiles and birds are considered unclean for an orthodox Jew (Lev 11).   
 

10:14 Peter’s immediate rejection of the notion of eating foods deemed unclean demonstrates his faithfulness as 

well as his assumption of the Law as foundational for the early Church. 
 

10:16 The repetition of the vision indicates the level of Peter’s resistance. How difficult would it be for a Jew to 

believe God is setting aside the Law? What is an equivalent for Christians today? What does it communicate to 

us about the permanence of all religious rituals and expectations? 
 

10:26 Peter applies the lessons from the vision of the sheet to how he deals with the Gentile community. 
 

10:34 This is Peter’s last great speech in Acts. The focus shifts to the Gentile mission. 
 

10:35 ”Accepts” describes God’s willingness to receive a sacrifice or a faithful life (Rom 2:11). 
 

10:36 How has the phrase “Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all” suddenly changed in Peter’s mind? 
 

10:38 Peter’s description of Jesus assumes the presence of the Holy Spirit as a sign of God’s calling - an 

important idea on which he will draw when the Spirit pours out on the Gentiles. On what aspects of Jesus’ life 

does Peter focus? What does he not mention? What is most important in the early Church’s understanding of 

Jesus’ ministry? 
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10:44 The descriptions of the Spirit’s outpouring reminds the reader of Acts 2:1-4. The implication is that this 

moment is like Pentecost for the Gentile world. 
 

10:47 Experience of the Holy Spirit leads the leader of the Church to welcome a group of people who have been 

excluded by God’s word in the Old Testament. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson Six             Church 
 

James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when 

they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the 

circumcised. - Galatians 2:9 
 

Devotion: Read Acts 13:13-52. The Church has an odd relationship with its Jewish heritage. Many Christians 

forget every early Church leader is Jewish - even Paul and Barnabas! Passages such as this one are not a 

commentary on the lack of faith of individual Jews. Rather, we are to reflect on how leaders of every institution, 

including those of the modern Church, resist change that challenges their power and authority. Sadly, the first 

goal of every institution is self-preservation. That is why it matters so much that we understand the Church as the 

body of Christ. Jesus’ body is broken and sacrificed for others - the opposite of self-preservation. Jesus teaches 

that whoever loses their life will save it (Mk 8:35). The same is true for the Church. Any denomination or local 

congregation placing self ahead of God’s desires is already spiritually dead. What does self-preservation look like 

in churches? How can church leaders prevent that focus from being a driving force? How do we do prevent it in 

our personal spiritual lives? 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-31. Everyone needs God. Jews and Gentiles both have stumbling blocks. What 

stumbling blocks do the following groups currently have regarding following Jesus: Jews, Buddhists, Muslims, 

Conservatives, Progressives, young adults, agnostics, upper/middle/lower classes, people raised in Church? 
 

Personal Worship Option: What are the best, most Christ-like ministries occurring in your local congregation? 

Write an email, note, or social media post which celebrates that ministry and thanks the leaders who guide them. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
13:14 Paul and his companions attend synagogue when they enter a new town (13:5). 
 

13:15 Jewish synagogue leaders are still open to hearing the gospel. Aware of his context, Paul begins with the 

story of the Exodus and moves quickly to King David. The “seven nations” refers to the nations listed in 

Deuteronomy 7:1. 
 

13:23 Paul identifies Jesus as the heir of David’s throne, and points out John the Baptist supported him. 
 

13:26 Compare Paul’s basic teaching about Jesus to Peter’s in Acts 10:34-43. 
 

13:32 Paul interprets Jesus’ resurrection as the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel. He quotes Old Testament 

scripture to undergird this claim (Ps 2:7, Is 55:3, Ps 16:10, and Hab 1:5). 
 

13:38 The heart of Paul’s message is that forgiveness of sins is available to all who believe in Jesus. Complete 

justification which comes through Christ fulfills the promise of forgiveness to which the Law pointed but was 

unable to accomplish through its incomplete sacrifices. 
 

13:44 “Almost the whole city” suggests Gentiles have joined the synagogue’s Jews in wanting to hear Paul’s 

teaching. The Jewish leaders most likely feel their identity is threatened by the number of Gentiles drawn to the 

new teaching. They are being asked to accept that Jesus is the Messiah and Son of God, as well as to set aside the 

old covenant way of life in favor of a covenant where Jews and Gentiles worship together. 
 

13:47 They quote Isaiah 49:6 to justify their ministry to the Gentiles. 
 

13:50 The growth of the Gentile mission and persecution which follows their inclusion foreshadows the 

difficulties the Church will face in the following chapters.   
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Lesson Seven             Church 
 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 

expressing itself through love. - Galatians 5:6   
 

Devotion: Read Acts 15:1-21. Controversy is nothing new for the Church. Decisions and doctrines are almost 

always created in response to disagreements among faithful people. The Council of Jerusalem gathers over the 

first major theological controversy. Should we make Gentile converts to Christian faith be circumcised? 

Circumcision is a sign of inclusion in God’s covenant with Abraham. Do people need to convert to Judaism 

before they can then accept Jesus, who is the Jewish Messiah? Is the Christian religion an extension of Judaism 

or a faith distinct from its Jewish roots? These questions cause significant turmoil in the early Church. After 

various leaders give their opinions, James, the brother of Jesus and Bishop of Jerusalem, makes the final decision. 

Gentiles are not required to be circumcised. How should theological questions be solved? How does belief in 

ordination and the Spirit inform our answer? 
 

Read James 2:1-13. What are the unspoken expectations of people who attend our Church? We may welcome 

Gentile and Jew, but do we accept the poor? James gives us insight into some of the other issues of acceptance 

occurring in the early Church. If James were writing to the modern Church, what group would he challenge us to 

accept? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Pray for the Church’s ministry in the world. Spend time reflecting on how God can 

use you as a witness to God’s love for everyone. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read Galatians 2:1-10 to read Paul’s account of this or a similar meeting. 
 

15:4 Two sets of leaders are named: apostles (the twelve) and elders (set apart as leaders).   
 

15:5 Believers trained as Pharisees struggle the most with the question of how to relate to the Law. This might 

explain the source of division between Aramaic-speaking followers based in Jerusalem and Greek-speaking 

believers from outside Palestine (Acts 6:1-6). 
 

15:7 “After much discussion” emphasizes the thoughtful nature of the gathering. 
 

15:8 Peter clearly defines his experience with the Holy Spirit’s descent upon Gentiles as like a second Pentecost 

(Acts 10:44-48). 
 

15:9 Peter describes the gift of the Holy Spirit as God purifying the heart by faith. 
 

15:12 Although Paul’s letters give the impression he is a powerful leader in the early Church, he and Barnabas 

play a primarily passive role in the Council. How might this passage help us better understand how to read Paul’s 

letters? 
 

15:13 Since the Council is gathered in Jerusalem where he has episcopal oversight, James renders the final 

decision. Even Peter appears to be under his authority (Acts 12:17). If there is a division theologically between 

the Jerusalem Church and others, his decision represents a move away from those who are “from Judea” (15:1) 

and argue for Gentiles to be circumcised. 
 

15:16 James quotes Amos 9:11-12 from the Septuagint. Compare this with the biblical text. 
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15:20 James decides Gentiles should abstain from actions which suggest approval of idolatry. “Sexual 

immorality” refers to participation in pagan temple prostitution rituals. The food restrictions are also connected to 

food prepared for pagan rituals. 
 

15:21 James believes these are commonly known expectations and will not be a new teaching or great burden on 

Gentile believers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 5 - Spiritual Gifts 
Lesson One            Spiritual Gifts 
 

Nowhere in Scripture do we have the slightest hint that God’s people are to volunteer. Rather, the Scriptures 

indicate that the use of our gifts should be considered a joyful responsibility. – Curtis Thomas 
 

This week we examine the New Testament belief that Christians are individually endowed by the Holy Spirit 

with a set of gifts which are to be used collectively to continue the ministry of Jesus. 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9. Paul is writing to the Church at Corinth, not to a particular individual. It is 

in that light we read his bold statement “you do not lack any spiritual gift” (1:7). That may be hard to believe for 

faithful people who see pain and crisis in the world. Christians often feel overwhelmed by their calling to live out 

the kingdom of God. Yet, here Paul assures the Church at Corinth they have all the God-given gifts they need. 

Instead of focusing on weaknesses, followers of Jesus must discipline themselves to trust in the strength of God’s 

presence and the gifts God has provided the community of faith. With God and the body of Christ, the Church 

has all it needs to be faithful to its calling. You do not have every gift necessary to address a situation, but your 

brothers and sisters in Christ have what you lack. Likewise, not every Church must accomplish every ministry. 

What does your church do well for the body of Christ? What are great ministries which other local congregations 

do? How does our individualistic culture make accessing and celebrating one another’s gifts difficult? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Pray for the ministries in which you are most involved. Then spend time praying for 

one of the ministries of your congregation in which you are not involved. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
1:1 Paul emphasizes his call by Jesus to apostleship since some in the Corinthian church oppose his ministry 

(9:1-23). 
 

1:5 While the Corinthian Church has been blessed “with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge,” Paul will 

go on to write about their struggles with trusting eloquent speakers and human wisdom (1 Cor 1:17-2:16). The 

reference to kinds of speech probably refers to having the full range of charismatic gifts tied to speech, such as 

utterances of wisdom and knowledge, tongues, interpretation of tongues, and teaching. 
 

1:7 “As you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed” refers to Jesus’ second coming and his 

judgment of humanity. The church has what it needs to be faithful until that day arrives. 
 

1:8 Paul likes to use the term “blameless” to describe faithful people (Col 2:22; Tim 1:6-7). But that blameless 

state is based on God’s faithfulness (1:9) rather than a sinless character. The next few chapters of his letter will 

deal with their struggle to be the people God is calling them to be. What is the difference in a church demanding 

sinless behavior and teaching its members to rely on God’s mercy? What are the temptations in each situation? 
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Lesson Two             Spiritual Gifts 
 

I would like to achieve a state of inner spiritual grace from which I could function and give as I was meant to in 

the eye of God. - Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-16. Paul’s final words in this passage, “but we have the mind of Christ,” (2:16) 

is a good place to begin to understand his thoughts. Christians are different from those who have “the spirit of the 

world” because the Holy Spirit empowers and guides those who are serving Jesus as Lord. Those in the world 

who rely on human wisdom cannot discern the higher wisdom of God or the spiritual realities of a life of faith. Of 

course, Paul assumes that followers of Jesus have an active spiritual life. Simply calling ourselves “Christian” 

does not make us wise or discerning. We must spend time in prayer and meditation. We must allow the Spirit to 

guide our decisions through the spiritual disciplines of worship, service, and study. We have the mind of Christ 

when we allow the Spirit to lead us. If we do not pursue such a life, we sacrifice the gift of God’s wisdom and the 

Spirit’s guidance. What person in the world do you know best? How much time have you invested in that 

relationship? How much time have you invested in your connection with the Holy Spirit? Do your times of 

prayer include any form of listening? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Zephaniah 3:14-20. Be aware of God’s presence with you right now. Spend 

time in prayer, attempting to focus on God rather than yourself. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
2:1 Instead of “the testimony about God,” some ancient manuscripts have the phrase “the mystery of God.” How 

does this change the message of the verse? 
 

2:3 Paul may be referring to the problems he experienced while in Corinth (Acts 18:5-17). 
 

2:5 What is the danger for Christians in listening to eloquent teachers? If we know eloquence does not equal 

wisdom or sincerity, how do discern who is trustworthy and wise? 
 

2:6 Paul is comparing the wisdom of those who have only their own natural faculties of knowledge (Greek 

“psychikoi,” meaning “material ones”) and those in whom the Spirit dwells (Greek, “pneumatikoi,” meaning 

“spiritual ones”). 
 

2:8 The suggestion is that Christ is the Wisdom of God or reveals the wisdom of God. Godly wisdom is not 

something achieved but comes by opening oneself up to the Spirit’s guidance. 
 

2:9 “As it is written” usually means the Old Testament is quoted. Here, no specific scriptural passage is cited. 

Early Church Fathers think he is quoting a text entitled “Apocalypse of Elijah.” 
 

2:11 The wise of the world cannot grasp the wisdom of God because only the Spirit comprehends God’s 

mysteries. Only those led by the Spirit allow faith to guide them. 
 

2:12 Compare this passage to Romans 8:15-17. 
 

2:13 Paul sums up why conversations about faith with someone who is not asking spiritual questions is difficult. 

To those driven by the wisdom and concerns of the world, the words of a spiritual person sound hollow and 

eccentric. Christians must fight the temptation to believe that if we share more of our experiences, people will be 

drawn to spiritual contemplation. Only those asking spiritual questions are open to spiritual answers. When have 

you experienced a Christian giving you “answers” to questions you are not asking? How does it make you feel? 
 

2:16 Paul quotes Isaiah 40:13. The same Spirit who understands the deep things of God is available to guide 

those who are open to being led. 
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Lesson Three             Spiritual Gifts 
 

In despising the gifts, we insult the Giver. - John Calvin 
 

Devotion: Read Matthew 25:14-30. Jesus once again tells a parable with less than “holy” characters (Lk 16:1-13; 

18:1-8). The master provides gold, expecting it to be invested. How does this parable relate to the question, “what 

are we doing with what we have been given?” What question do you think Jesus wants his listener to be asking? 

What message is the servant who does nothing with the gold communicating to his master? Which is a greater 

problem for followers of Jesus: trying and failing or not trying? What gifts has God given our Church? What 

expectations does God have for those who follow Jesus? What gifts have you been given? What will you need to 

report when you give an accounting for how you invested your gifts? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read James 4:13-17. Given the great needs of the world, it is easy for Christians to 

see all the things we have not accomplished. Do not be so overwhelmed by guilt that you ignore the more specific 

reflection for which James’ words call. What are gifts you have been given that you have not used? What are 

specific callings God has laid on your heart or mind that you have set aside? Spend time in prayer asking God to 

forgive and show you a step to take next. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read Matthew 24:45-25:13. The two preceding parables build toward our devotional reading. Notice the 

similarities between the characters and the warning provided. 
 

25:14 This parable is a description, like the one before it, of the “kingdom of heaven,” the phrase Matthew uses 

for God’s reign or rule in the creation. What do we learn about God’s desires for the world through this teaching? 
 

25:21 The reward for faithfulness is greater responsibility and becoming more intimately connected to the master. 

What lessons might a Christian see in this portion of the parable regarding Christian faith? 
 

25:24 The descriptions of the master by the third servant make it clear this parable is not a simple analogy 

describing humanity and God. Rather, just as the “wicked, lazy” servant should have taken the expectations and 

character of his master into account, so should Christians. How would you describe God as a gift giver? What are 

God’s expectations for the use of gifts? If God is not your current master, how would you describe the master you 

are serving now? 
 

25:25 Fear drives this servant to inaction. What are common reasons Christians give for not investing their gifts? 

What is your favorite excuse for putting something off? Is there always a connection between failure to use our 

gifts and sin? 
 

25:29 Compare this to Matthew 13:10-17. If faith grows with use, and responsibility grows with faith, is there 

ever a time Christians feel “comfortable?” What is the difference between comfort and satisfaction? 
 

25:30 “Weeping and gnashing of teeth” is a common phrase in Matthew (8:12, 13:42, 24:51). What might this 

punishment suggest to listeners about sins of omission (a sin which is the result of not doing something we are 

called to do)? How does the modern Church view sins of omission compared to sins of commission? 
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Lesson Four             Spiritual Gifts 
 

A spiritual gift is a special attribute given by the Holy Spirit to every member of the Body of Christ according to 

God’s grace for use within the context of the Body. - Peter Wagner 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-31. Paul uses a simple but effective analogy to teach the Church about 

spiritual gifts. Just as a physical body functions by a variety of parts working together toward a common goal, the 

Church is filled with individuals with gifts which God desires we use in concert. Spiritual gifts are given by God 

to individuals to be used to further the ministry of the body of Christ. Paul nowhere makes a list of all spiritual 

gifts, but here are a few that come to his mind as he writes: wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, 

prophecy, discernment, speaking in tongues, and interpretation of tongues. Every Christian has spiritual gifts. 

Like a muscle which grows stronger with use, the more we use our spiritual gifts, the more we learn how to use 

them effectively to aid the body. If you do not know what your spiritual gifts are, there are several inventories 

you can take to discover them. You can find them on our church website, christchurchchatt.org or members of 

our staff will be happy to walk you through the process. What lessons does Paul’s “Church as a body” analogy 

teach us? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. Christians must allow love to be the driving force of how 

they use their spiritual gifts. It is not enough to be wise, prophetic, or generous. Spend time assessing what 

motivations have been driving you lately. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
12:4 Notice Paul uses the Trinitarian names “Spirit,” “Lord,” and “God” in these verses to make his point: all 

spiritual gifts and activities emerge from the same source. 
 

12:7 Once again, the message to the Church is that spiritual gifts are given not for the personal satisfaction of the 

individual recipient but for the common good. How should this affect Christian thinking about spiritual gifts? 
 

12:8 Knowledge is different from wisdom. Knowledge refers to God-given ability to possess and access facts, 

whether doctrine, scripture, or worldly information. Wisdom is the spiritual gift of knowing when to act and how 

to act on information. 
 

12:9 “Faith” refers not to belief in Jesus as Lord but the ability to maintain that belief and obedience to Jesus’ 

vision for life in difficult circumstances. 
 

12:10 “Prophecy” is the spiritual gift of knowing what God desires us to do in the current circumstances. 

“Distinguishing between spirits” refers to the ability to spiritually discern if a person is driven by good or evil 

intentions. “Speaking in different kinds of tongues” and “interpretation of tongues” is a reference to speaking in 

an unknown spiritual language or ecstatic utterance. The gift of tongues and interpretation is an issue in the 

church (14:1-25). 
 

12:13 One of the most powerful implications of this metaphor is how people from very different backgrounds and 

worldviews are baptized into one body of Christ. While modern Christians think of Jew/Gentile and slave/free 

labels as mere designations, the early Church sees these as radically different approaches to life, value, and 

viewpoints. 
 

12:15 Given Paul’s words, is it possible to be a Christian that does not participate in communal worship? Is it 

possible to be a Christian who does not connect somehow with other believers? 
 

12:28 This second listing of spiritual gifts also includes apostleship (carrying the gospel into new cultures), 

teaching, helping, guidance (translated by others as leadership or administration). 
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Lesson Five             Spiritual Gifts 
 

This much I have learned: human beings come with very different sets of wiring, different interests, different 

temperaments, different learning styles, different gifts, different temptations. These differences are tremendously 

important in the spiritual formation of human beings. - John Ortberg 
 

Devotion: Read Romans 12:3-8. Every spiritual gift matters if the Church is to be a fully functioning body of 

Christ. Christians are tempted to elevate a few spiritual gifts over others. As Paul indicates, some people think too 

highly of their own gifts. Others view their gifts as less valuable because, ironically, their abilities come easily to 

them. Those gifted in teaching or hospitality may believe anyone can work with students or make others feel 

comfortable. Of course, that is not true! Prophecy and speaking in tongues are no more or less essential than 

encouragement and mercy. What would a Church filled with people speaking in tongues but no mercy look like? 

What spiritual gifts impress you? What gifts do not sound very impressive? What would a church look like if 

nobody served, taught, or were helpful? How does elevating some gifts over others lead to trouble? Are you using 

your gifts for God? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10. There are different opinions on what Paul’s “thorn in 

the flesh” means: a physical handicap, like stuttering or epilepsy; a spiritual attack; or an emotional disability 

such as depression. Whatever it is, we are reminded of a great many things from this passage. Everyone has 

issues. Some are hidden and some are visible, but everyone has problems. Our “thorns” can help us from being 

filled with pride. Each person must learn to rely on God’s strength. What are some of your “thorns?” What 

lessons have you learned from them? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
12:3 Humility is based on honest self-reflection. While the world judges and assigns value to people based on 

income, status, heritage, position, etc., God supplies each person gifts which must be utilized if we are to achieve 

wholeness. What measurements of value were you taught to use when you were young? What were you taught 

makes someone valuable? 
 

Faith is a gift God distributes to each of us (1 Cor 12:9). Does faith come easily to you? What challenges your 

faith? What causes you to doubt God’s love or presence? How might you have to lean on someone with a greater 

measure of the gift of faith than you have (Rom 14:1)? 
 

12:5 How is the modern Church doing at living out the ideal of every member belonging to all the others? 
 

12:6 Each of these gifts must be used in conjunction with the degree of faith the person has. The one gifted with 

prophecy cannot simply give utterance to every thought or idea as if it is a word from God. Faith is the catalyst 

that must be mixed with each gift so that we always seek God’s desires rather than our own. 
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Lesson Six             Spiritual Gifts 
 

God loves us as we are...not as we ought to be, because we are never going to be as we ought to be. 

 - Brennan Manning 
 

Devotion: Read Ephesians 4:1-16. Here is Paul speaking to yet another Church about the importance of all 

people working together with their God-given spiritual gifts to work together. In this case he focuses on various 

roles found in the body of Christ: apostles, prophets, evangelists, etc. While different, each role is supposed to 

equip and support the followers of Jesus so the unified body of Christ can grow in faithful actions and spiritual 

maturity. Sadly, modern Christians are tempted to think of faith as primarily a personal experience. When we 

think of relationship with God as something experienced in isolation, we miss the supportive relationships for 

which we individually long. We desire real community. We hunger for purpose. We may celebrate independence 

and self-sufficiency, but we desire to love and be loved. When we find our place in the body of Christ and use the 

spiritual gifts our Creator has given us in concert with brothers and sisters, we discover the fellowship, meaning, 

and love we crave. 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13. Christians face many temptations: idleness, gossip, 

laziness, etc. We also get paralyzed by circumstances that are overwhelming. Are you more likely to struggle 

with laziness or paralysis? How does each of these temptations affect the body of Christ? Take a deep breathe. 

Pray. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
The first three chapters of the letter primarily cover theological topics, while chapters 4-6 present a series of 

ethical imperatives on how to live as a Christian. 
 

4:1 A life worthy of Christ is described in terms of humility, gentleness, patience, and love. 
 

4:3 As with our last two days of readings, the topic of spiritual gifts is tied to Christian unity. There are seven 

aspects of unity listed: body (one external visible community), Spirit (one internal invisible source), hope (one 

common vision), Lord (Jesus), faith (one set of beliefs), baptism (one initiation rite), and God (we are all children 

of Yahweh). 
 

4:7 Unity is not the same as uniformity. Christ apportions grace to each person in a unique way. What are signs a 

Church has moved from healthy unity to unhealthy uniformity? 
 

4:8 Psalm 68:18 is quoted. Read the whole of Psalm 68. Does the context of the Psalm seem to fit the point make 

in Ephesians? Rabbis traditionally taught these words applied to Moses in regard to ascending Mt. Sinai to 

receive the Law. The following verses offer reasons why it should rightfully apply to Jesus. 
 

4:9 “Descended to the lower, earthly regions” most likely refers to Jesus’ incarnation, but many feel it also 

references Jesus’ descent to hell to preach to the dead (1 Pet 3:18-22). 
 

4:12 The offices of the Church (apostles, prophets, etc.) are established in order to equip individuals in the body 

of Christ to serve. 
 

4:13 Unity and knowledge of the Son of God are signs of full maturity in Christ. 
 

4:14 The goal of unity, maturity, and knowledge is stated negatively. Immaturity is defined as unstable and easily 

manipulated. 
 

4:15 The body of Christ must not forget that Jesus is the head, and love is the motivation which drives how we 

speak truth. Christians cannot use the truth as a weapon against people. Maturity is measured not in how large or 

influential we become, individually or communally, but by how closely our actions are aligned with Christ’s 

love.   
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Lesson Seven             Spiritual Gifts 
 

I didn’t go to religion to make me happy. I always knew a bottle of port would do that. If you want a religion to 

make you feel really comfortable, I certainly don’t recommend Christianity. - C. S. Lewis 
 

Devotion: Read Matthew 7:15-20 and Luke 13:6-9. Sometimes we focus so much on Jesus’ compassion for 

people that we forget he loves us too much to leave us in an unhealthy place. God has given each of us spiritual 

gifts and opportunities to use them. As we have seen in this week’s readings, those gifts are not provided merely 

for our benefit. They are gifts intended to be used in conjunction with our brothers and sisters in Christ. When we 

fail to use our gifts, we hurt ourselves and diminish what the body of Christ can accomplish. Imagine a human 

body where a quarter of its members are not functioning! Take seriously your calling to discover and use your 

gifts for the purposes God desires. 
 

Personal Worship Option: Spend time on this Sabbath day resting in God’s presence. Set aside an adequate 

amount of time to spend in silence, do something physical, listen to music, laugh with friends, etc. - whatever you 

need to create Sabbath time with God.   
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Mt 7:15 Compare this passage to Ezekiel 34, Luke 6:43-45, and Matthew 3:10. 
 

Scholars believe these words might refer to the early church’s encounter with zealots inciting revolt against Rome 

which leads to the first Jewish Roman War of 66 CE. 
 

The prophet’s appearance cannot be trusted. How long does it take for you to get to know someone well enough 

to discover their true nature? 
 

7:16 “Fruit” is most likely not defined specifically here, as it is in Galatians 5:22-23, but refers to a person’s 

general lifestyle and relationships. What process should a Church use to determine if someone is trustworthy 

enough to serve in a leadership role? In ordained ministry? 
 

7:17 What spiritual qualities does a congregation need to distinguish the difference between a false prophet and a 

real prophet who calls us to something painful we do not want to hear? Is disagreeing with the message presented 

the same as witnessing bad fruit? 
 

Lk 13:6 Compare this parable to Matthew 21:18-22. 
 

The owner of the fig tree assumes fruit production. Can someone be a follower of Jesus and not be obedient to his 

teaching? 
 

13:7 How might our understanding of this parable shift by remembering Jesus’ ministry lasted three years? How 

can we tell if a church is fruitful? Is there a relationship between the number of members and fruitfulness? 
 

14:8 What kind of care and feeding does the Church need to make it more fruitful? 
 

14:9 How does knowing you will die one day influence your approach to fruitfulness? Do people grower more 

faithful as they age or is age irrelevant? The message of the parable is that there is still time for us to repent. 

Spend time today pondering the fruitfulness of your life and whether you are focused on what God wants you to 

be focused. 
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Week 6 - Spirituality 
Lesson One             Spirituality 
 

Worship is a way of seeing the world in the light of God. - Abraham Joshua Heschel 
 

“Spirituality” concerns how we encounter and respond to God. However, most people use the word to refer to our 

efforts to draw near to God. While doing our best is important, encounters with God are not limited to our 

achievements. We may not be interested in faith at all and unexpectedly discover God in the midst of our lives. 

Our Creator is not a neutral party, waiting on us to act. The living God is not a pet longing to be called when we 

show interest. No process or effort guarantees an intimate encounter with God. Spirituality is built on humility. 

We do not control or manipulate God. If we have our own agenda rather than seeking God’s desires, any 

encounters we have with God will be uncomfortable at best. Spirituality is the act of offering ourselves to God, 

our best and worst, and waiting upon the Spirit to move in and through us. This week we focus on three practices 

for encountering God: worship, study, and prayer. Then we examine four spirituality spectrums: 1) activity and 

reflection; 2) service to others and awareness of God; 3) knowledge and devotion; and 4) discipline and openness 

to the Spirit. 
 

Devotion: Worship is the act of honoring someone by offering reverence, extravagant love, and submission. 

Scripture teaches only Yahweh deserves our worship. So, Christian worship is the lifestyle/action of honoring 

God who has been revealed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Read Psalm 150 and Hebrews 12:28-29. Worship is a fascinating mix of awe, love, respect, celebration, 

thanksgiving, and fear. God is not tame, and we are wise not to forget Yahweh’s power and expectations. Since 

God meets us where we are, worship takes many forms: from walking quietly in the woods to singing loud praise 

with thousands, and everything in between. Worship occurs when we authentically respond to God’s presence. 

One person may need to confess sin, another dance, and a third sit quietly listening for the Spirit to speak. What 

might prevent people from coming authentically before God in a communal worship service? Why might the 

same person need to experience different “moods” in the same worship service? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Psalm 111. Spend time in prayer giving thanks on the gifts God has given you 

(life, breath, relationships, intelligence, health, wisdom, opportunities, etc.). 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Ps 150:1 God is praised in both the heavenly temple (“his sanctuary”) and creation (“his mighty heavens”). Our 

worship joins the praise occurring in heaven (Rev 4:8-5:10). When you sing in a worship service, do you think 

about singing to God or think about the people around you? 
 

150:2 Both God’s actions and character are praised. Do we praise one more than the other in worship services? 

Why is it important to honor both God’s action and character? 
 

150:3 Humanity employs all its musical instruments to praise God. Is there any musical instrument that is 

inappropriate for worship? Are there better or worse instruments for worship? 
 

150:6 All creation that breathes, human and animal, are called to give praise. 
 

Heb 12:28 “A kingdom that cannot be shaken” refers to the previous verses where the writer looks ahead to the 

end of time when God judges the world (Hag 2:6-7; Joel 3:16). While the creation will be “shaken,” the kingdom 

of God and those living in it will be secure. 
 

12:29 Compare this verse to Genesis 15:12-21; Exodus 23:1-6, 13:17-22; Deuteronomy 4:24, 9:3; Isaiah 30:27-

30; and Acts 2:1-4. In what way is fire positive in our lives? Essential for life? Powerful? Deadly? Frightening? 

What is being communicated about God through this symbol? 
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Lesson Two             Spirituality 
 

Be true to yourself, help others, make each day your masterpiece, make friendship a fine art, drink deeply from 

good books - especially the Bible, build a shelter against a rainy day, give thanks for your blessings and pray for 

guidance every day. - John Wooden   
 

Devotion: Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17. While reading and reflecting on the Bible is the most essential form of study 

for Christians, other writings are also very important. Whether we are aware of it or not, how we read the Bible 

and interpret its meaning for our lives is always influenced by someone else’s theology. Those who teach us what 

scripture means are viewing it from particular theological perspectives - through a particular “lens” which they 

were taught. Those who read the Bible with no “instruction” are looking through a “lens” their education and 

culture has given them. It is important we recognize our own “lens” and learn about other ways to read and 

interpret scripture. The devotional, philosophical, and theological writings of intelligent, faithful people enable us 

to appreciate two thousand years of wisdom produced by the Christian Church. Many disciples have come before 

us. Beware of anyone who is unwilling to examine their theology or interpretation of scripture in light of 

Christian tradition and orthodox scholarship. Their fear of critical thought is a strong indication of a weak or false 

teaching. Who influenced how you read the Bible? Whose theology influenced them? Do you study how other 

denominations interpret passages or discuss the Bible with people from a wide variety of Church backgrounds? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Hebrews 4:12-13. Given this passage, what would enhance your study of 

scripture? What do you want to have happen when you read the Bible? Do you pray before you read scripture? 

What would be a good prayer for you to pray before you read? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
3:14 Read 1 Timothy 4:11-16 and 2 Timothy 1:3-7. Timothy has been instructed by family, the council of elders, 

and Paul. What is the danger in people reading scripture without instruction? 
 

3:15 “Sacred writings” refer to the Greek translation of the Jewish scripture, called the Septuagint. Throughout 

this passage Paul is talking about reading the Old Testament, not the New Testament. What do his words teach us 

about his view of the Old Testament? Should Christians honor and read more from one Testament than the other? 
 

Paul teaches scripture is useful in guiding us toward “salvation through faith in Jesus.” Do you experience the 

teachings of the Old Testament this way? If we believe what Paul is saying, how should the Church change its 

approach toward Jewish scripture? If Paul is referring to the Old Testament, is it presumptuous of the Church to 

apply these words to the New Testament?  
 

3:16 “God-breathed” is a translation of the more frequently used term “inspired.” What is the difference between 

saying “scripture is inspired” (what Paul actually says) and “those who wrote scripture were inspired?” The 

passage assumes a “servant of God” must allow the Spirit (God’s “breath”) to work through the words of 

scripture to teach, rebuke, correct, and train them in righteousness. Scripture does not magically accomplish these 

things whenever we read it. What is the difference between reading scripture every day out of habit and reading 

with the goal of seeking a word from God? What enables us to have the latter experience? 
 

3:17 Just as it leads us to salvation (3:15), scripture equips us for good works. Is it possible to read the Bible and 

not be changed? Does performing good works for others enable us to better “hear” what God is communicating to 

us in scripture? 
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Lesson Three             Spirituality 
 

To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than being alive without breathing. - Martin Luther 
 

Devotion: Read Psalm 145:13b-21 and 1 Timothy 2:1-6. Prayer is any communication we offer to God, verbal or 

nonverbal, written or oral. There are dozens of methods and styles of prayer. Scripture writers assume prayer is 

an essential part of every believer’s life. There are so many biblical passages which refer to prayer or are prayers 

themselves that it is difficult to count them. As is true in all relationships, communication involves two parties, 

each listening while the other speaks. Too often Christians reduce prayer to our telling God what we want. In 

healthy prayer, we not only share our authentic self with our Creator but we listen for what God is saying to us. 

We must train ourselves to listen to the Spirit from a variety of sources: an audible voice, scripture, the words of 

others, intuitive awareness, opportunities that arise, etc. Certainly meditation and contemplation are powerful 

forms of prayer since they involve listening by opening our heart and mind to God’s presence and messages. 

How often do you listen for God?   
 

While it is important to be honest in prayer and say what is on our minds, the goal of prayer is not to convince 

God of something. Rather we should ask God to move us so we are in alignment with what God desires. We 

should always follow prayer requests with something like, "but in end, I believe you know more about what I 

need than I do. Help me to surrender my desires for my life (this situation, tragedy) to what you desire to 

accomplish in me” (Mt 26:36-39). Without this thought permeating our prayers, we are tempted to believe that if 

God is real or loving, then God will do what we desire. This makes God our servant instead of seeing ourselves 

as servants of God. What has to take place in your life to sincerely pray, "here I am God. What do you desire for 

me to do today? How can I serve you and embody the love of Jesus today?”   
 

Personal Worship Option: Pray the following, filling in the blanks: “Holy God, I thank you for… Please forgive 

me for… Strengthen me so I may serve you today. Help me to hear what you have to say to me now.”  Do 

whatever you must to listen for what God is saying to you. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
1 Tim 2:1 Because God desires everyone to find salvation (2:4), we are instructed to pray for all people. How 

should we pray for people with whom we disagree? Why is it inadequate to pray for people to change their minds 

and think the way we do? What should we pray when we are reluctant to pray for people with whom we 

disagree? 
 

If God desires to save all, why are not all people saved? What is the role of free will in salvation? 
 

2:2 According to this verse, for whom should Christians pray? How are we to pray for politicians, bosses, and 

leaders with whom we disagree? Should Christians pray that their nation or leaders become more Christ-like 

(just, serving others, self-sacrificing, willing to die, prophetic)? What does “Christ-like” mean to you? 
 

2:5 Paul quotes an early church confession of faith. Here again is the idea that Christ died for all people. Reflect 

on how this entire passage can be used as a statement in favor of universalism, the idea that God will ultimately 

restore all humanity and creation to right relationship with the Creator. 
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Lesson Four             Spirituality 
 

Tremble and do not sin; when you are on your beds, search your hearts and be silent. - Psalm 4:4 
 

Devotion: Read Philippians 4:8-9 and Colossians 3:15-17. Everyone is unique. There is not one right way to 

encounter God, no form of spirituality that fits everyone. Each of us must find the path that works best for us. For 

instance, some of us are introverts and others are extroverts. An introvert is energized by spending time alone or 

with a few others, reflecting on ideas and thoughts. An extrovert is energized by spending time actively 

interacting with people and thinks best in conversation with others. All of us need some time alone and some 

time with others. How much of each is necessary for you to be healthy and balanced? As you might guess, 

introverts and extraverts have different ways of encountering God. Introverts find silence and reflection to be 

good beginning points for becoming aware of the presence of God. Extraverts feel closer to God when they are 

engaged in conversation or physical activity. Where do you fall in this balance? Are you more introverted or 

extraverted? How much quiet and reflection time do you need to be healthy? What happens when you do not get 

enough time alone? How much activity and time with others do you need to feel balanced? What happens when 

you do not have enough time with others? Do your current practices of worship, study, and prayer reflect what 

you need? What parts of worship will an extravert love? What parts will an introvert love? 
 

Personal Worship Option: To grow spiritually, we not only need to find our comfort zone, but work to broaden 

it. If you are more of an extravert, spend a few minutes alone in prayer - attempt to push a few minutes beyond 

where you are comfortable. If you are more of an introvert, spend time today engaging someone in conversation 

with whom you might not normally interact - attempt to push a few minutes beyond your comfort zone. 

Following these experiences, reflect on what happened and how you might need to grow through such moments. 

Sometimes followers of Jesus endure discomfort to grow or care for others. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Phil 4:8 The listed qualities (true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, praiseworthy) are virtues 

commonly discussed in the Greek philosophy. Paul does not change them. When is it acceptable for the Church 

to appropriate ideas from cultural philosophy and ethics rather than “Christianize” them (true according to the 

Bible, noble in the eyes of God, righteous, etc.)?   
 

4:9 Paul encourages the Church to imitate him. Is this statement a sign of arrogance or authentic humility? How 

can spiritually mature people teach without sounding arrogant? 
 

What is the difference in saying “the peace of God will be with you” and “the God of peace will be with you?” 

Which does Paul say? 
 

Col 3:15 Compare the use of “peace” here with Colossians 1:19-20. The peace God brings is more than a 

temporary reprieve from anxiety. It is a sign of the kingdom of God which impacts how we experience the 

creation and people. 
 

3:16 Do you think of hymns and songs as sources for teaching and admonishment? What do the songs we sing in 

worship accomplish most: praising God, teaching us about God, calling us to act in faith, or admonishing us for 

sin? What do our songs accomplish least? What has to happen within the heart of the singer and community for 

hymns and songs to accomplish any of these goals? What makes the singing of a hymn better or worse for 

praising God? 
 

3:17 What does it mean for you to do something “in the name of the Lord?” How difficult is it for you to do 

things with gratitude and thanksgiving? 
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Lesson Five             Spirituality 
 

Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ 

will bring you when he is revealed. - 1 Peter 1:13 NRSV 
 

Devotion: Read Luke 6:32-38 and Psalm 131. Just as each of us must discover our unique balance of spending 

time alone and with others, we need to balance the time we spend in service to others with those moments we 

focus on God’s presence with us. Both performing acts of service and awareness of God are essential to grow in 

faith. Do not make the mistake of thinking this is the same balance we studied yesterday. Introverts need to serve 

others as much as they need to be aware of God. Introverts can savor time alone and ignore God. And they can 

find ways to serve which honors their preference to limit interaction with others. Extraverts need to serve others, 

not just enjoy their company. They can increase their awareness of God in their lives by contemplating the 

Spirit’s presence when they are with other people. Where do you fall in this balance? Which is more critical for 

you: to spend more time in service to others or more time working to be aware of the presence of God? What do 

you have to overcome in your own life to be more balanced in service and awareness of God? How are both 

service and awareness of God acts of worship? How are they forms of prayer? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Hebrews 13:15-16. What is an act of service you can offer to someone over the 

next twenty four hours? Pray about what God desires you to do, and then work to be aware of God’s presence as 

you perform whatever task you perform. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Lk 6:35 Christ calls us to perform actions of love for all regardless of how we feel about them. We do not base 

our actions on their behavior. When our love is conditional, we demonstrate that it does not emerge from our 

heart but is a response to the person standing before us. Real love arises from within us and is present regardless 

of the attitude or actions of others. God gives unconditional love to us - a love arises from within God’s identity - 

rather than waiting on us to earn favor. When have you received conditional love? Unconditional love? 
 

6:37 The degree of judgment, condemnation, and forgiveness we offer to others will be the degree of judgment, 

condemnation, and forgiveness we receive. Is this a form of conditional love? Or is God’s love unchanging and 

steady but our free will choices determine our receptivity to love? Given this standard of measurement, and 

looking over the last week of your life, what degree of judgment or forgiveness will you receive?   
 

6:38 “A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over” is a phrase used by people trading 

grain. It refers to filling a container with grain, pressing and shaking the contents to compact them, and adding 

more to overflowing until the grain pours into your lap. How generous with love and forgiveness do you desire 

God to be with you? Be that generous with others. What makes this simple concept so difficult for us? 
 

Ps 131:1 The psalmist celebrates and seeks humility, the state of understanding our true position in the creation in 

relation to God. The proud have an inflated sense of self-worth, forgetting they are a creation of God. The falsely 

humble have the opposite problem. They unfairly insult and criticize themselves and their God-given gifts rather 

than embrace who God has rightly created them to be. What are the best gifts God has given you? With what sins 

do you struggle most? 
 

131:2 The humble person is compared to an infant asleep on its mother’s breast after nursing. 
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Lesson Six             Spirituality 
 

I know one thing - that I know nothing. - Socrates 
The more you know, the more you know you don’t know. - Aristotle 
 

Devotion: The third balance we must strive to maintain is between our head and our heart. Read Proverbs 2:1-5 

and Psalm 46. There is a great deal to be gained by learning about the Bible, theology, philosophy, etc. We 

should celebrate and support education. However, a knowledgeable person who never allows their emotions to be 

stirred by the Spirit, who never allows their feelings to enter their worship, is missing a critical component of 

spirituality. In the same way, fully bringing our emotions into worship or interaction with people is a wonderful 

thing, but we must not spend so much time in “devotion” to the living God that we never engage our brains, 

which are gifts from God as well! Which comes easier for you: thinking about God/intellectual learning or 

engaging/expressing your emotion in devotion to God? Are you tempted to be too “heady” or too “emotional?” 

What happens when we leave either knowledge or devotion out of worship, prayer, and study? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Re-read Psalm 46:10. Sit quietly, or find some activity where you can focus on God, 

becoming more and more aware of God’s presence with you. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Prov 2:5 The result of seeking wisdom is a deeper appreciation of the power and wisdom of God. As we grow in 

wisdom, our understanding of the vast number of categories of knowledge grows as well.   
 

Ps 46:1 Our ’trouble” is compared with images of cosmic upheaval (“earth give way and the mountains fall into 

the heart of the sea”). In both instances, God provides safety and empowers us. Our trust in God is not to be 

based on God preventing trouble and upheaval from coming, but from God’s strength and presence that is with us 

in the midst of the storm. 
 

46:3 “Waters” is a symbol for chaos (Gen 1:1-2; Ps 24:1-2). In the creation story, God brings the cosmos out of 

the chaos. The psalmist invites us to imagine God bringing confidence and order out of upheaval. 
 

46:4 In contrast to the roaring and foaming waters, God’s city has a river and streams which are pleasant and 

peace-filled. 
 

46:6 The writer uses the same images of upheaval and storm to describe the political landscape of his day. God’s 

powerful voice is enough to destroy the creation just as it created it. When the world seems to be going crazy, 

God is not without power. 
 

46:7 The city is not the refuge; the Lord is the fortress. God’s presence brings the peace we desire. 
 

46:8 The psalmist looks ahead to the day when God will end time and bring all war to an end. 
 

46:10 We are invited to be still and become aware of God’s presence. In that contemplation we can find a peace 

now knowing one day God’s power will be fully manifested in creation. All will be set right one day. We are 

invited to “be set right” here and now. 
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Lesson Seven             Spirituality 
 

...for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. - 2 

Timothy 1:7 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Timothy 4:6-16 and 1 Thessalonians 5:19-24. The final balance we must work to achieve is to 

be disciplined and structured while still being open to the Holy Spirit’s call. Our spirituality is enhanced when we 

are disciplined enough to pray and read the Bible each day. We are called to individually worship God every day 

through our words and actions as well as to gather each week in communal worship. However, God does not 

work according to our schedule. The Spirit moves when it desires; we must be open and listening. If you feel the 

presence of God moving you to pray, then pray! If God moves you to act (which is different from merely wanting 

to do something!), then act! It is possible to either harden or soften our heart to the Spirit’s movement. We need 

both soft hearts and a strong sense of discipline. When is the best time of day for you to have a daily devotion? 

How consistent are you in your payer life? Do you worship every Sunday with brothers and sisters in the faith 

community? What makes it most difficult for you to be a disciplined person? Are you open to God’s Spirit 

moving in your life? What might happen if you allow God to lead you throughout the day? Does that sound 

dangerous or exciting? Easy or difficult? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Psalm 1. Do you easily accept or fight against habits of discipline? What 

would a perfectly disciplined life look like for you? What one good step could you take to add healthy routine to 

your spirituality? What are you going to do for a daily Bible reading once this study is over? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
1 Tim 4:6 “Minister” is from the Greek “diakonos,” a reference to the role of deacon in the Church. Paul 

discusses bishops and deacons in 3:1-13 (see also Monday, April 27). 
 

4:7 “Godless myths and old wives tales” refers to gnostic teachings. 
 

4:8 Paul compares the spiritual discipline to the physical training of athletes, commenting that spiritual discipline 

is more important because it undergirds all of life and leads to eternal life. Imagine one day you are lying in a 

bed, unable to read - what passage or verse do you want to have memorized in that moment to repeat it to 

yourself? Now is the time to memorize it. 
 

4:10 Following Jesus requires effort; it does not come easily. Growth is hard. You must work to grow spiritually. 
 

Paul says Jesus is Savior of all people, which some people take as another affirmation of universalism (see 

Wednesday, May 13 on 1 Timothy). Although Calvinists do not believe Jesus died for all, most non-universalists 

believe Jesus died for all, and is therefore the savior of all. However, most teach it is up to individuals to accept 

that salvation and receive it into their lives. They teach that, sadly, not everyone receives the gift of God’s grace 

in this life. Then the discussion shifts to whether we are able to receive God’s grace after death (1 Peter 3:18-22). 

What do you believe? 
 

4:14 Paul urges Timothy to use his gifts, his authority, and his position in service to Jesus. In what areas of your 

life do you need to hear “do not neglect your gift?” 
 

1 Thess 5:19 The guidance of the Holy Spirit and our spiritual gifts can be suppressed (Acts 7:51). A few 

denominations teach the gifts of the Holy Spirit are provided for the early church but are no longer active. There 

are many reasons for this: fear of what God is calling us to do, those in power may not want congregation 
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members to feel they can receive a call from God without them, a desire to protect or comfort those called to 

suffer, etc. What are some other reasons we might quench the Spirit? 
 

5:21 The spiritual gift of discernment (1 Cor 12:10) is celebrated as necessary for distinguishing true movements 

of the Spirit from false. 
 

5:23 Sanctification is necessary for spirit, soul, and body. Discipline for our bodies include; healthy eating, 

exercise, sleep, waking early enough to do a morning devotional, breaking physical addictions, etc. Discipline for 

our soul include daily prayer, regular fasting, biblical study, “holy” reading, weekly worship, meditation, taking 

retreats for contemplation, etc. What practice of discipline is necessary for you to add or improve next? 
 

Paul does not provide definitions to distinguish between “spirit” and “soul.” Some in the early Church taught this 

signals humanity has three parts and defined the spirit and soul in various ways. This is the only place in the New 

Testament that has these three listed together. Most modern scholars think Paul still believes the common Jewish 

idea that “soul” and “body” constitute the whole of a human being. His use of “spirit” here is probably a way of 

emphasizing that every single aspect of life needs to be kept blameless. 
 

We must put in effort, but “the God of peace” brings sanctification into our life. Why is it important to remember 

sanctification is not all our own accomplishment? 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 7 - Everlasting Life 
Lesson One            Everlasting Life 
 

Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its 

valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the 

Lord’s coming is near. - James 5:7-8 
 

The Bible proclaims there is everlasting life beyond death for disciples of Christ. A word of warning: while 

scripture speaks forcefully about the “end times” (the Day of the Lord, Jesus’ second coming, resurrection to 

judgment, eternal life, etc.), we must not arrogantly assume we know how or when God will accomplish all this. 

The Bible gives provocative descriptions of these events but rarely provides details. And it states emphatically we 

will not know when Christ will return (Mt 24:36). The religious folk of Jesus’ day did not recognize the Messiah. 

We are called to be faithful each day and leave the end times to God. 
 

Devotion: Read 2 Peter 3:1-13. “The Day of the Lord” is used in the Old Testament to describe devastating 

events such as a military invasion. (Is 2:12; Amos 5:18-20; Joel 2:1-32) In those passages, God is described as a 

divine warrior bringing judgment on evil. New Testament writers use the phrase to refer to when Jesus returns to 

earth, initiating the end of time and final judgment (Acts 2:17-21). Awareness that we will face that day or our 

death should move us to righteous living. We are encouraged not to “scoff” and ignore the coming judgment, 

believing the delay means the prophecies are not true. The delay is driven by God’s patience, providing everyone 

time to repent prior to judgment. You will stand before God one day. Are you living as Jesus taught? Ponder your 

death. What do you want God to say to you? Looking back on today from that moment, will you be proud of how 

you are currently living?   
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Matthew 25:1-13. While we should not become obsessed with death, it matters 

that we are prepared for it to arrive. What does “keep watch” mean to you at this point in your life? Are you 

prepared at this moment for Jesus to come? For death?   
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
3:1 The author refers to 1 Peter, which also discusses the return of Jesus (1 Pet 1:3-7; 4:5-7). He emphasizes Old 

Testament prophecies and the importance of the apostles’ witness to Jesus. 
 

3:2 Many scholars think the writer is quoting Jude 17-18. 
 

3:3 The presence of scoffers concerning the second coming of Jesus is expected. The Church should not be 

surprised or intimidated by people who argue that God is not returning. 
 

3:4 “Ever since our ancestors died” refers to the death of the apostles. 
 

3:5 The writer insists that God is in control now, just as since the beginning of time. However, the destruction of 

the world at the end of time will take place by fire rather than by flood as in the days of Noah (Gen 7:11; 8:2). 

Scoffers also insulted Noah. 
 

3:8 Jesus’ return seems delayed to us because we do not consider time from God’s perspective. He quotes Psalm 

90:4 to shift our perspective. 
 

3:9 God waits to initiate the end times in order to provide time for people to repent. 
 

3:10 There may be signs pointing to the end, but the world will not see it coming. “Like a thief” refers to the 

unexpected nature of the arrival (1 Thess 5:2).   
 

3:12 The translation “speeding its coming” suggests that living holy lives actually speeds the return of Christ. 

Perhaps this is true in the sense that it encourages people to come to repentance more quickly. Some translators 

replace “speeding” with “earnestly seeking.” 
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Lesson Two            Everlasting Life 
 

Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take 

away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 

waiting for him. - Hebrews 9:27-28 
 

Devotion: Read John 5:16-30. We should not focus so much attention on Jesus’ care for the marginalized and 

compassion for the sinful that we overlook his statements about judgment. All of us will be judged. Jesus says we 

will be held accountable, not to what we say we believe, but to how we live out our beliefs (Mt 25:31-46). “Those 

who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned” 

(5:29). Jesus is on our side and willing to live, die, and rise for our benefit. However, he says, in the end, we will 

be judged by how we lived. Are you living in a way that honors God? Who do you serve? Have you confessed 

your need for forgiveness? Are you living in a way that pleases Jesus or have you strayed off the path and gotten 

lost? What is one step you could take to live as Jesus desires? How hard are you willing to work on that step? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Psalm 5. Look back on your actions of the past week. How have you been 

living? Who or what has been your focus? As you look back over those days, what prayer do you need to offer to 

God? As you look ahead, what prayer do you need to offer? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
5:16 The religious leaders two complaints against Jesus, which will lead to his death, are Sabbath breaking 

(healing) and blasphemy (making himself equal with God). 
 

5:17 Jesus defends his actions by pointing out that while God rested on the Sabbath, the world did not stop 

turning. Just as God raises the dead and give life to newborns on the Sabbath (5:21), Jesus continues to bring life 

to people. What should the Church encourage people to stop doing on the Sabbath? 
 

5:19 Jesus claims to be an obedient Son imitating the Father. Of course, the reference to God as his Father would 

only incite the anger of the religious leaders more. How might this passage be used to argue for Jesus as 

subordinate to God the Father? How do the following verses argue against that interpretation? 
 

5:20 The relationship between the Son and the Father is built on love. 
 

5:21 Jesus informs them he has the divine powers of resurrection and right judgment, which are usually claimed 

only by God. 
 

5:24 Hearing and believing Jesus’ teaching begins eternal life while we are still alive. We are called to embody 

the kingdom of God now. We live now as we will live with God in heaven. The “dead” (5:25) refer to those who 

are spiritually dead now but will hear Jesus’ words and discover eternal life. 
 

5:28 Jesus proclaims that he is the one who will raise the physically dead to face judgment. What is the criteria 

Jesus will use to judge people? 
 

5:30 Jesus’ judgments are true because he seeks to please God not himself. Who are you seeking to please these 

days? 
 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+5%3A16-30&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+5&version=NIV


 

 

Lesson Three            Everlasting Life 
 

Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when 

they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. And he will send his angels 

with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the 

other. - Matthew 24:30-31 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13 - 5:11. The early Church expects Christ to return in their lifetime. Sadly, 

when the first believers began to die (“those who sleep in death”) the faithful became anxious about whether 

those who had passed away would be able to participate in glorious coming of the Lord. Had they missed the 

opportunity to see Jesus triumph? Is Jesus still coming back? Paul reassures them that all who follow Jesus will 

see his glorious return. All creation will hear the trumpet call of God that signals the end. His descriptions are not 

intended to give every detail of that event. Just as nobody knows the day Jesus will return (Mt 24:36), we have 

only a vague outline of that moment. And that is ok! God is trustworthy! Jesus’ return will be triumphant, and we 

should be prepare ourselves to meet him soon! The passage implies the “children of light” are struggling with 

impatience, lack of focus, and drunkenness. We are to encourage one another. How would you diagnose the 

modern Church’s preparedness for and focus on Jesus’ immanent return? What are the benefits of living with 

such an expectation? What helps you stay faithful? What temptation distracts you most? How might hearing 

supportive words from a friend help you? Who can you encourage today? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13. Jesus will return suddenly. If your life ended in this 

moment, would you feel satisfied you had done your best with what God has provided you? What parts of your 

life do you celebrate most? What grieves you? Bring your celebrations and grief to God in prayer. Remain open 

to the healing, forgiveness, and guidance God may bring. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
4:13 There are obviously some in the Church who are anxious about death. Most scholars believe the issue is 

whether the dead will experience Jesus’ second coming or miss that celebration. Paul’s answer is the deceased 

believers will be raised at Jesus’ return. However, some scholars believe their anxiety arises because they 

believed baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection meant they would not die. Paul reassures them death has 

been overcome and they will rise, but it is only at the second coming that Jesus destroys it entirely. 
 

4:15 Those who are still alive at Jesus’ coming will not gain an advantage over those who have passed. “The 

Lord’s word” might be referring to Matthew 24:30 and/or John 6:40. 
 

4:17 Jesus will return as he left, in the clouds (Acts 1:9). The difference between the ascension and second 

coming is that the disciples are able to rise with Jesus. Some rise from death; all rise in the air. The details about 

how this happens or what occurs next are missing. 
 

5:1 The early Church is just as interested in knowing when Christ will return as the modern community of faith. 

The answer is always the same - we do not know, because it will come upon everyone unexpectedly. 
 

5:3 The day of the Lord will bring destruction on those who are rejecting God. 
 

5:4 However, followers of Jesus should not be completely surprised because they at least know the day is 

coming. That knowledge should make us sober and watchful. 
 

5:10 Paul brings us back from speculating on the future to the issue of living with Jesus now and encouraging one 

another with the knowledge the future is secure. 
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Lesson Four            Everlasting Life 
 

But about the resurrection of the dead--have you not read what God said to you, 'I am the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob' ? He is not the God of the dead but of the living." When the crowds heard 

this, they were astonished at his teaching. - Matthew 22:31-33 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Corinthians 15:9-26. There are some in the Corinthian Church who do not believe in a bodily 

resurrection. They are teaching Jesus’ spirit was raised and dwells in a spiritual heaven while his body remains 

dead. This understanding arises from Greek and Platonic philosophy which teaches the physical world is a trap 

for the human spirit, which remains pure and unstained. Many in the church today believe this as well. They talk 

of heaven as a spiritual place, not a place like earth, where both physical and spiritual dwell in unity. Paul 

clarifies: if there is no bodily resurrection from the dead, our faith is in vain. The Bible is not based on Greek 

philosophy. According to scripture, humans are both physical and spiritual. Both the spiritual and physical are 

corrupted by sin and must be redeemed. Paul writes eloquently about the resurrection body we will have (1 Cor 

15:35-58). Because we are human, we cannot understand the details of how death is destroyed, how heaven 

“works,” or what we will look like if we get to heaven, but Paul makes it clear that Jesus is Lord of both the 

spiritual and physical aspects of creation. And all things in heaven and earth will be subject to his rule one day. 

Growing up, what were you taught about heaven? What dual messages do you still hear about heaven? Why do 

you think so many people are drawn to the idea of a spiritual but not physical heaven? What does this belief teach 

us about how we experience life? 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Revelation 20:11-12. The phrase “God is with us” is comforting to many. God 

is aware of our trials. God comes in Jesus Christ to show us the way to life. The Spirit is with us regardless of the 

circumstances. However, “God is with us” can also strike fear in our hearts. God knows how we live, what we 

think, and who we serve. Spend time praying about what is currently “written” in the heavenly books about you. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
15:9 Those called by God are not necessarily righteous or even equipped. It is in answering the call that we find 

grace that brings righteousness and equips us. Paul goes so far as to give God the credit for his ability to work 

harder than all the other disciples. 
 

15:20 “Firstfruits” refers to the Jewish ritual of bringing a sheaf of the harvest into the Temple on the first day 

following Passover. It represents more than the first “fruit” to be harvested; it represents the entire harvest, 

consecrated and given to God. Paul’s point is Jesus is the firstfruits of resurrection and represents/consecrates all 

who are “with him,” tying them to his resurrection. Jesus is raised from the dead, and those who are linked to him 

will be as well. 
 

15:21 Compare this Adam/Christ teaching with Romans 5:12-21 and 1 Corinthians 15:45-49. 
 

15:24 At the end, Christ hands over the kingdom of God. This might mean 1) he returns the royal authority God 

gave him as Savior or 2) he brings those people in the kingdom into the presence of God. 
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Lesson Five           Everlasting Life 
 

Humans are amphibians - half spirit and half animal. As spirits they belong to the eternal world, but as animals 

they inhabit time. - C. S. Lewis 
 

Devotion: Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. In yesterday’s reading, Paul emphasizes the bodily resurrection. Today 

Paul continues to reflect on the transition from mortality to immortality. The phrase “flesh and blood” (15:50) 

refers to this present, corrupted human life. The body as we know it must be transformed into a glorified, 

imperishable body. Again, as much as we would like explanation and details of how this happens, we get few. 

Paul says it is a mystery, beyond our intellectual understanding. And yet, once again, he strongly proclaims the 

power of Jesus over death and the sin that threatens to make our death permanent. Those living at the time of 

Jesus’ return will not die, but be transformed. They will receive incorruptible bodies. When words begin to fail 

him, Paul breaks into a song of the early church proclaiming Jesus’ victory. If we demand to understand how God 

works all this out, we will be disappointed. We are invited in faith to join the community in song proclaiming 

God’s victory in Jesus Christ. That is the nature of “faith” - trusting God with our lives and future when we do 

not understand fully. 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Acts 24:10-16. Paul’s belief in resurrection to judgment fuels his desire to live 

a blameless and righteous life. What are the primary motivators of your life? How often do you think about death 

and judgment? Certainly it is not healthy to be obsessed with such matters, but a healthy person recognizes that 

death is a reality for all people. Do you think about such things too much, too little, or about the right amount? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
15:50 Resurrection from the dead is not to be confused with resuscitation of the body. 
 

15:51 Paul refers to “a mystery” which is being proclaimed to the world. This is a reference to the mystery 

religions of his day which told the world they had esoteric truths that would provide everlasting life or joy for 

those who were initiated into their cultic community. Paul celebrates that the real mystery - Jesus - is not 

available to all. 
 

“Sleep” is another way of describing death. All will experience change. The dead will be resurrected and the 

living will be transformed. 
 

15:52 Once again the unexpected arrival of the end times is emphasized. The trumpet call is a traditional image 

for the presence or arrival of God (Josh 6:6; Joel 2:15; Mt 24:31; Rev 8:13).   
 

15:53 Paul is not teaching the immortality of the soul, the survival of some vital essence beyond death. That is a 

Greek idea with which Paul clearly disagrees. People are not immortal. They die. Then God raises them to face 

judgment. “Immortality” here means provided with everlasting life. 
 

15:54 Paul personifies death to further celebrate Jesus’ victory.   
 

15:55 Compare this song with Hosea 13:14. 
 

15:56 Sin makes death terribly frightening. The Law increased that fear by bringing increasingly debilitating 

guilt. But Jesus Christ brings victory: forgiveness of sin and life out of death. 
 

15:58 Notice Paul immediately returns the reader to the present world. Because our future is secure, we can stand 

firm now. We are called to work for that which matters. 
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Lesson Six            Everlasting Life 
 

You've gotta dance like there's nobody watching, Love like you'll never be hurt, Sing like there's nobody listening, 

And live like it's heaven on earth. - William W. Purkey 
 

Devotion: The Revelation (or “Apocalypse”) to John is written in an apocalyptic style, which uses common 

symbols of the day (colors, animals, numbers) to express meaning (see the opening of Saturday, April 18). In 

Revelation, John writes to the churches of Asia Minor which are undergoing persecution by the Roman Emperor. 

He encourages their faithfulness by reminding them of Jesus’ second coming and the judgment all will face. John 

wants them to imagine themselves as “they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (7:14). In today’s reading, he describes the celebration 

which will take place in heaven for those who are faithful. We do not have to understand the nuances of every 

symbol to appreciate the power of the passage. Read Revelation 7:1-17. 
 

The number of “sealed” people (marked as part of God’s community) received into heaven is 144,000 (7:4). That 

number is a symbol. It is a multiple of the numbers 10 (10x10x10=1000) and 12 (12x12=144). In apocalyptic 

writing, 10 and its multiple 1000 signify completeness, while 12 represents the people of God (12 tribes, 12 

disciples). So 144,000 is a symbolic way of saying “all God’s people.” The fact 144,000 is a symbol rather than 

taken literally is clear in the verse that describes those with God as “a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb” (7:9). 
 

Personal Worship Option: Re-read Revelation 7:15-17, reflecting slowly on the images. This passage does not 

give a snapshot of heaven but provides a series of powerful promises about being fully present with God. What is 

your impression of eternal life from these words? 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
7:1 “The four corners of the earth” means all the world. The wind is not a standard apocalyptic symbol but many 

scholars believe it represents the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1). The wind is held back signifying it is too late to receive 

the Spirit’s forgiveness. The time of judgment has arrived. 
 

7:2 Kings place their royal seal on belongings. The early Church anoints those baptized with oil as a form of 

sealing, signifying they belong to God (2 Cor 1:22; Gal 6:17; Eph 1:1:13). Baptism is a sign of being claimed by 

God and provided true identity as a child of God. 
 

7:4 “From all the tribes of Israel” does not refer to only Jewish Christians. This is John’s way of naming the 

Church as the true Israel (Is 49:6; Jn 21:12-14). 
 

7:5 Judah is listed first, since it is the tribe of Jesus. 
 

7:7 Using Genesis 29-30 as a guide to tribes, Levi replaces Dan in this list. Dan is a tribe considered unfaithful, 

but scholars disagree as to what form that unfaithfulness took. 
 

7:9 White symbolizes victory in apocalyptic literature, not purity. Palms represent victory and are reminiscent of 

welcoming Jesus in triumph on Palm Sunday. 
 

7:11 Angels, elders, and four living creatures represent the heavenly host, the righteous people of God, and all of 

the created order. All the cosmos praises the Creator. 
 

7:14 Those wearing white robes are people who remained faithful during trials and persecution. This is why John 

writes, to encourage believers in Asia Minor to not surrender their faith amidst persecution. To wash robes in the 

blood of the Lamb means to receive the benefit of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 
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Lesson Seven            Everlasting Life 
 

I am not sure exactly what heaven will be like, but I know that when we die and it comes time for God to judge us, 

he will not ask, 'How many good things have you done in your life?' rather he will ask, 'How much love did you 

put into what you did? - Mother Teresa 

 

As iStudy concludes and we strive to discover the next step God desires each of us to take, please consider 

making the following prayer your own: Holy God, I thank you for the numerous good gifts and the grace that 

surrounds me. I thank you especially for the call to follow Jesus Christ and serve him as Lord. Please strengthen 

me to serve you by serving those around me. Enable me, by the power of your Holy Spirit, to continue to include 

a daily devotion as part of my life, beginning tomorrow. Please guide me to become the person you desire me to 

be. Amen. 
 

Devotion: John uses a series of apocalyptic images to communicate the beauty and joy of everlasting life with 

God in the fully realized kingdom of God. The first creation is no more, and evil has been banished (20:11-15). A 

few of the apocalyptic symbols might need explanation. “The new heaven and new earth” refers to the healed, 

redeemed creation God establishes at the end of time. The image of seven angels with seven bowls refers to a 

series of visions about the end times which lead to this moment (Rev 16-20). The “Holy City, Jerusalem” is 

where God dwells with the people of God, a city constructed of gigantic jewels and gold, which is a symbolic 

way of saying it is incredibly beautiful. It has gates which are always open because there are no enemies to keep 

out. The city is filled with the light of God. “The bride” is the Church, and the “Lamb” is Jesus. There are other 

symbols, but what matters most is opening ourselves to the beauty of the passage and the vision of the people of 

God living in unity with the Creator. Enjoy John’s vision of everlasting life. Read Revelation 21:1 - 22:5. 
 

Personal Worship Option: Read John 14:1-3. Do not let your heart be troubled by the trials you face. Jesus is on 

your side. Death cannot separate you from the love of Christ. Spend time in prayer, thanking God for being 

trustworthy and seeking your next step of faith. 
 

Dig A Little Deeper: 
21:1 The sea is symbolic of primeval chaos. Just as the Spirit hovered over the chaos waters at creation (Gen 1:1-

2), now God banishes all the chaotic forces in the universe. Peace has come. 
 

21:3 Prophecy tells us the creation will be fully united with the Creator (Lev 26:11; Jer 31:33; Eph 1:9-10). The 

divine/human intimacy described in Eden has returned. 
 

21:4 All aspects of the former creation tied to sin are cast out: tears, death, mourning, crying, and pain. 
 

21:5 This is the only time in the book where God speaks. Re-read the words—what do they mean to you at this 

point in life? What word from God are you hearing? 
 

21:7 This future vision of God’s complete kingdom is intended to encourage us to be faithful and “victorious” 

rather than “cowardly,” “unbelieving,” etc. Those who abandon God do not experience the water of life but the 

second death, separation from the Creator. 
 

21:9 The Holy City is described as both “the bride, the wife of the Lamb,” which is a description of the redeemed 

Church, and a city with gates. We are reminded of the symbolic nature of this writing where the “dwelling of 

God” (21:3) is both the people of God and a place.   
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21:12 There are twelve gates for the twelve tribes, once again emphasizing the continuity between the old and 

new covenants. All the people of God, from old and new covenants, are now brought to unity (Eph 2:11-18). 
 

21:16 1,200 stadia would be around 1500 miles, but this is not intended to be a literal description. As in 

yesterday’s reading, the city of God is described using multiples of 12 (people of God) and 10 (completion) 

signifying complete or perfect dwelling place for the people of God. It is described as a perfect cube, as was the 

Holy of Holies in the Temple (1 Kgs 6:19). 
 

21:22 Although the Temple is the focal point of Jerusalem, there is no Temple in the new Jerusalem because God 

dwells in the city, accessible to all. 
 

21:23 God’s glory fills the city—a symbolic way of saying all space are now sacred. There are no more holy sites 

set apart for the worship of God because all places are consecrated. No more Temple or church buildings are 

necessary. Worship (awareness and response to God) occurs continually. 
 

22:1 Most of these images are drawn from Ezekiel 40-48 and the Genesis creation stories. The dwelling of God 

and the people of God are described in terms of abundance, fruitfulness, wholeness, and light (Ez 47:1-12). The 

river of life and tree of life are based on the river flowing out of Eden (Gen 2:10) and the tree found in the garden 

(Gen 2:9). The heavenly kingdom of God is described as the new paradise. 
 

22:4 In contrast to Moses (Ex 33:20-23), the people of God can see God’s face, a sign of complete intimacy. “His 

name will be on their foreheads” returns us to the idea of being “sealed” for God (Rev 7:3). 
 

22:5 The Genesis creation story begins in darkness and chaos. God brings light and form into being (Gen 1:1-3). 

Revelation ends with God becoming the light for all who dwell in the new heaven and new earth. 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix A 
Hard Core Study Topics 

Lesson One            Holy Spirit 
Research the possibility “Theophilus” (Acts 1:1) is not an individual but a designative title. 
Explore the various denomination’s statements about Ascension. Was this holy day ever celebrated to the extent   

      of Easter and Pentecost? 
  
Lesson Two             Holy Spirit 
Research Luke’s various sources for the Acts of the Apostles. How do those sources impact the dating of Luke-

Acts? 
What are the various meanings of “Akeldama” (Acts 1:19)? Is it possible to reconcile the two accounts of Judas’ 

death? 
  
Lesson Three             Holy Spirit 
Research the historical context of the old covenant “Feast of Weeks.” Why did the original focus of the feast 

shift to include a celebration of the Law? 
Explore denominational statements on speaking in tongues (“glossolalia”). In particular, read Southern Baptist, 

Roman Catholic, and Pentecostal views.   
  
Lesson Four             Holy Spirit 
Research the Jewish diaspora (definition of the term, major events, timeline, maps). 
At what point in history did Christians stop attending synagogue? What was the primary reason for this 

transition? 
  
Lesson Five             Holy Spirit 
Research the historical development of the doctrine of the Trinity? How long did it take this idea to become an 

assumption in the Church? 
Compare the statements on Trinity in the Roman Catholic Church’s catechism and the United Methodist 

Church’s “The Book of Discipline.” What stands out in each? 
  
Lesson Six             Holy Spirit 
What traditions and legends are associated with the Apostles’ Creed? When and how was it developed? Who 

authored it? 
Why do some Churches and denominations pride themselves on being “non-creedal?” 
  
Lesson Seven             Holy Spirit 
What traditions and legends are associated with the Nicene Creed? When was it developed? Who authored it? 

What controversies were created by it? 
Explore modern creeds. What has changed in how creeds are developed? 
  
Lesson One             Lordship 
Research the historical practices of the early church and possible meanings for “they broke bread in their 

homes” (Acts 2:46)? How did the first Christians integrate worship of Jesus into Temple participation? 
Explore what we know about life in the Qumran community. Does the early Church reflect practices found 

there? 
What teachings are a part of the early Church’s kerygma? 



 

 

Lesson Two             Lordship 
Research what we know about Ephesus in Paul’s day. When did Paul stay in Ephesus? What is the relationship 

between Ephesians and Colossians? 
How does the Greek view “knowledge” (“epignosis”) compare to the Christian desire to “know God” (Eph 

1:17)? 
  
Lesson Three             Lordship 
Read John Wesley’s sermon #139 “On Love.” 
  
Lesson Four             Lordship 
What does tradition teach us about Timothy, the recipient of Paul’s letter? What role have the relics of St. 

Timothy played in the Church over the years? 
Why do some scholars believe Paul did not write 1 and 2 Timothy? 
  
Lesson Five             Lordship 
Explore Pythia of Delphi and Dionysos shrine rituals in reference to 1 Corinthians 12:2. 
  
Lesson Six             Lordship 
Research the history of John Nelson Darby (1880-1882) and his theological creation: rapture. What do mainline 

denominations teach about rapture? 
Explore beliefs about biblical numerology. There are many odd and even unorthodox views floating around in 

the world. Stick with strong denominational sources for your research. 
  
Lesson Seven             Lordship 
Research the use of colors as symbols in first century apocalyptic literature. Take note the symbolic meaning of 

various colors is not universal. What do colors symbolize in different countries? 
  
Lesson One             Salvation 
Research the difficulty of identifying the “gate called Beautiful” (Acts 3:2). How many gates did the Temple 

have? Where was Solomon’s Colonnade located (3:11)?   
Explore scholars who believe Jesus is presented as a New Moses. Does Acts 3 reflect this idea? 
 
Lesson Two             Salvation 
Examine the research on genetic testing of Jewish Kohen “priests” to see if they descended from one ancestor, 

Aaron. 
What role do priests (not rabbis) play in modern Jewish culture? What is their status in various Jewish 

denominations? 
  
Lesson Three             Salvation 
Examine the early Methodist class meeting structure. What happened during a class meeting? What were the 

expectations for participation to be a member? 
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Lesson Four             Salvation 
Is there any truth to the legend that Charles Wesley used bar or saloon tunes as the basis for his hymn? What 

issues did 18th century England have with alcohol? 
Explore the history of the Women’s Christian Temperance Society. What was its connection to the Church? 

 
Lesson Five             Salvation 
To whom is the epistle of James written? Why do scholars believe the congregation to which James writes has 

been visited by Paul? 
Why did Martin Luther want to exclude James from the Canon of scripture? Did he have objections to James’ 

theology? 
  
Lesson Six             Salvation 
Explore the many topics covered by the Council of Trent. How many sessions were held by this Council? Where 

did these sessions meet? 
When did the Roman Catholic Church support the doctrine of limbo? Research its recent statements on limbo. 
  
Lesson Seven             Salvation 
Research the history of pacifism in the early Church. At what historical point do Christians begin to turn from 

pacifism? What is the rationale behind their transition? 
  
Lesson One             Church 
Explore the topic of Christian martyrdom. What makes someone a martyr? What are the degrees of martyrdom? 
Research the current practices of ordination in the United Methodist Church. How do these practices differ from 

other major denominations? 
 
Lesson Two             Church 
Explore how different denominations answer the question, “how and when do people receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit, in relation to their baptism?”   
Research the history and legends surrounding Simon Magus. 
 
Lesson Three             Church 
Research how the book of Acts is organized and divided by scholars. What does the ending of the book indicate 

about its date of composition? 
Angels act in unique ways in the book of Acts. Read all the various accounts. How do different denominations 

address the presence of angels in the modern Church? 
 
Lesson Four             Church 
Research the missionary journeys of Paul. How many were there? At what point on each journey do we believe 

he wrote the letters included in the New Testament? 
Explore the widespread belief that Paul high jacked Christianity with a theology that differs significantly from 

the ministry of Jesus. 
  
Lesson Five             Church 
Research the “Italian Cohort” or “Italian Regiment” in the Roman military. What do we know about their history 

that informs the story of Cornelius in Acts 10? 
Read Galatians 2:11-12, the “incident at Antioch.” How do scholars reconcile this account with Acts 10? 
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Lesson Six             Church 
Glance over the history of rhetoric in the Greek and Roman cultures. Is there evidence that Paul’s speeches in 

Acts and letters follow a traditional rhetorical style? 
Research the theme of ignorance in Luke’s gospel and the book of Acts. 
 
Lesson Seven             Church 
Research the relationship between the Council of Jerusalem in Acts 15 and the Apostolic Decree in Galatians 

2:1-10. How do we reconcile these two accounts? 
  
Lesson One             Spiritual Gifts 
When is 1 Corinthians written? Where is Paul when he is writing it? How large was Corinth when Paul wrote to 

the church there? 
What does Christian tradition say about Sosthenes, the co-writer of 1 Corinthians? 
 
Lesson Two             Spiritual Gifts 
Read the “Apocalypse of Elijah.” From where did this text emerge? If Paul quotes it in 1 Corinthians 2:9, do we 

assume it is scriptural for the Church? 
Research the concept of Sophia, the wisdom of God, in classic thought. How is Sophia expressed biblically? Is 

Paul talking about Sophia in 1 Corinthians 2? 
 
Lesson Three             Spiritual Gifts 
Which of Jesus’ parables are believed to come from the Q source? Do they bear similarities? 
Explore the Roman Catholic catechism regarding the definition and types of sin. Are the categories helpful or 

burdensome to you?   
 
Lesson Four             Spiritual Gifts 
Research the differences between spiritual gifts inventories. What criteria are used to create the lists? Which 

criteria are legitimate? 
 
Lesson Five             Spiritual Gifts 
Research the 20th century ecumenical movement. What was the driving force behind it? Are there efforts at 

ecumenism today? 
To what extent is the United Methodist Church engaged in ecumenical dialogue? 
 
Lesson Six             Spiritual Gifts 
Research the reasons why scholars believe Paul did not write Ephesians. Why do they doubt it was written to 

believers in Ephesus? 
Why are there two different versions of the Apostle’s Creed? When and where did the division occur? What are 

the implications of “descended into hell?” 
Explore the ancient belief there were levels of heavens above the earth. 
 
Lesson Seven             Spiritual Gifts 
Research the historical details of the “Great Revolt,” otherwise known as the first Jewish Roman War.   
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Lesson One             Spirituality 
Explore the final “book” of the Psalms, numbers 107-150. Read Psalm 107 as an introduction and Psalms 146-

150 as a doxology. What are the major themes of this book? How would our understanding of Psalms change 

if we thought of the five “books” of psalms as collections intentionally working together to praise God? 
  
Lesson Two             Spirituality 
Research various denomination’s doctrinal statements on the Bible. What language is used to describe 

scripture?   
Explore the teachings of Marcion regarding the Old Testament. What was the Church’s response to him? 
 
Lesson Three             Spirituality 
Research how strict Calvinists justify their belief God sends some to hell with the statement in 1 Timothy 2:4-6 

that God desires all to be saved. 
  
Lesson Four             Spirituality 
What were the formal definitions created by C. G. Jung for introverts and extraverts? How are those meanings 

different from how the words are used in conversation? 
Research several of the models of personality used by modern psychology. What is the relationship between 

psychology and theology? Can a psychologist provide help for Christians if they themselves are not followers 

of Jesus? Can other medical doctors? 
  
Lesson Five             Spirituality 
Research the Old Testament term “anawim.” What does the word mean within the Roman Catholic Church? 

Why is Psalm 131 considered a song of the anawim? 
  
Lesson Six             Spirituality 
Explore the difference between Christian meditation and other forms of meditation. What is the difference 

between apophatic and kataphatic prayer? 
  
Lesson Seven             Spirituality 
Spend your Sabbath enjoying the presence of God and savoring the good gifts that surround you. Think about 

the spiritual disciplines you want to incorporate into the coming week. 
  
Lesson One            Everlasting Life 
Why do scholars believe Simon Peter did not write 2 Peter? Explore the efforts in some denominations to 

remove 2 Peter from the Canon of scripture. 
  
Lesson Two            Everlasting Life 
What is the difference between believing the Bible is inspired, inerrant, the literal Word of God, and infallible? 

What do you believe about the Bible? 
What is the difference between the Talmud and Mishnah regarding work on the Sabbath? 
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Lesson Three            Everlasting Life 
Research the major predictions of Jesus’ second coming throughout history. From what backgrounds do those 

making predictions come? What drives most of the predictions: astronomy, significant dates, particular 

events, power, or something else? 
  
Lesson Four            Everlasting Life 
Explore the many variations and thoughts regarding the Adam/Christ typology. How might Christ’s life bring 

meaning to the story of Adam? How is Adam a type of Christ? 
  
Lesson Five            Everlasting Life 
Research the various Christian teachings on the importance or lack of importance concerning a bodily 

resurrection. 

 
Lesson Six            Everlasting Life 
Research the early Church father Irenaeus’ thoughts on why the tribe of Dan is left out of Revelation 7. What 

other reasons are offered by scholars for Dan’s replacement? 
Not surprisingly, there are numerous interpretations of Revelation 7. Explore some.   
  
Lesson Seven            Everlasting Life 
Create a list of topics and/or authors that you want to study in the coming months. Now may be a good time to 

study one particular biblical book in depth, a style of writing (like apocalyptic) or a collection of writings 

(such as wisdom literature). Enjoy the next phase of your biblical journey! 
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