
 First Things 

 

After absorbing the bittersweet news about Rev. Chris Black 

leaving us (bitter that we are losing him; thrilled that he is 

receiving such a wonderful appointment), members are asking 

who will become our next Associate Pastor. The answer to that 

question is complicated.  

 

Normally, the Bishop informs a church by March that one of 

its pastors is being replaced. After consultation with the Staff-

Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), the new, incoming pastor 

is announced in mid-April. So, after hearing nothing from the 

Bishop in March, our congregation assumed our pastors 

would remain for the next appointment year, July 2021-June 

2022. Sadly, a problem occurred after that normal timeframe. 

In mid-April, the First UMC, Madisonville pastor unexpectedly 

left the ministry. When such a situation takes place after 

appointments are set, Bishops quite often draw upon quality, 

trusted Associate Pastors (such as Chris) to fill those important 

open spots.  

 

Because this opening was unexpected, the Bishop had not 

been looking for a highly–qualified pastor to fill our Associate 

role. Normally, our SPRC and Lead Pastor would interview 

potential candidates to find the best fit for our congregation. 

Now those potential candidates have already been introduced 

to other churches as their next pastors. So, after many 

conversations, and with Chris’ endorsement, our program staff 

recommended to the SPRC that rather than asking the 

Conference to find “just anybody” to become our Associate 

Pastor, we should request not to receive an Associate for this 

appointment year. After lengthy discussion, the SPRC voted to 

accept that recommendation and forward it to the Church 

Council. Again, after discussion of the unique moment in 

which we find ourselves, the Church Council voted to accept 

the SPRC recommendation.  

 

That recommendation was based on the unique set of 

circumstances in which we find ourselves. First, due to the 

pandemic, we are using a modified worship schedule (8:45 

a.m. Traditional, 10:00 a.m. Contemporary, 11:00 a.m. 

Traditional, 1:00 p.m. Worship on the Lawn) without a 

dedicated Sunday school time. Although we do not know how 

long it will be before we change to a more “normal” schedule, 

that will likely happen later this year. When the day comes, we 

could select a worship schedule which allows one minister to 

preach at all three of our services. Rev. Mark Flynn has a long 

history of preaching three and four times on a Sunday and is 

excited about the possibility of being the primary speaker for 

all the services—especially as we move into what will be a 

turbulent 2022 for the United Methodist denomination.  

 

When discussing Chris’ various pastoral and administrative 

duties, the staff realized another unique opportunity. Seth 

O’Kegley-Gibson, our Director of Worship and Music, just 
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completed his seminary training and will soon be 

commissioned into ordained ministry. Seth is excited at the 

possibility of taking on some ministerial responsibilities. 

With Rev. Jenny Caughman continuing her pastoral care 

and occasional preaching duties, and other staff members 

absorbing a few of Chris’ tasks, the staff feels confident 

about this division of labor moving forward.  

 

After 6 months, if the congregation does not like the new 

worship options or distribution of pastoral duties, our 

leadership can ask the Bishop to re-appoint a pastor to 

that position—and at that time, we will once again be able 

to select from the best Associate pastors in the Annual 

Conference.  

 

Beginning June 20, Mark will become the primary preacher 

in all of our worship services. We hope to soon begin 

church-wide conversations regarding the various worship 

schedule options. Until those discussions take place, let us 

continue to pray for God to lead us faithfully forward in the 

transitions that lie ahead. 

 

 

Recovery Ministry 
Director Hired 

 

 The Recovery Ministry Task Force   

 is pleased to announce the hiring  

 of Matthew Holder as our short- 

 term, 20 hour-a-week Recovery  

 Ministry Director. The group who  

 interviewed Matt were unanimous  

 in the decision to offer him the  

 position.  

 

 Over a year ago, a generous soul  

 made a financial gift to our  

congregation for the express purpose of creating an on-

going Recovery Ministry. Our Church Council and Staff-

Parish Relations Committee approved a Recovery Ministry 

Task Force to begin the process of exploring whether or 

not such a ministry is a viable option for us. The task force, 

with outstanding help from member Caroline Beidler, 

created a Recovery Ministry Proposal to use as a guide for 

exploration. Matt will use that proposal as a blueprint to 

research and develop a set of initial steps for our recovery 

ministries, including staff and budget implications. Our 

Church Council will need to approve Matt’s report in order 

for any full-time ministry with budget implications to begin.  

 

Welcome Matt! We are excited to have you working with 

us!  

Church Council Makes Decision Regarding Associate Position 



Congratulations 
 

2021 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Olivia Fouché 
UT, Knoxville 

Blake Hudak 
UT, Knoxville 

Holly Hensberry 
Roane State  

Matt Benton 
UT, Knoxville 

Savanna Rouse 
UT, Knoxville 

Maddie Kittrell 
UT, Knoxville 

Marybeth Luby 
Roane State 

Lauryn Rouse 
MTSU 

Ethan Kemp 
Pellissippi State 

Christopher Thornburgh 
UT, Knoxville 

Lauren Young 
University of Tennessee 

Chattanooga 

Joel Watson 
Tennessee Tech 

Sydney Walter 
ETSU 



Summer Youth Activities 
 

Our last youth group gathering for the school 

year is May 19 at 7:00 p.m. The following are 

activities currently planned for summer for 

rising 7–12 graders: 
 

• Sundays, June 6–July 25, from 2:00–5:00 p.m. 

there will be "Sunday Cool," a series of fun 

summer activities such as swimming, hiking, 

field days, and lazy video game days from 

12:00–5:00 p.m. We need adult chaperones, 

so contact Kayla (kcarico@fumcor.org) if you 

are interested in being a chaperone for one 

or more of these activities.  
 

• June 28–July 2 is Assembly—a 5–day summer 

camp experience where youth from 

churches across the Holston Conference 

gather for a week of fun and fellowship. 

Assembly is split into Junior High and Senior 

High camps. Assembly will take place at 

Tennessee Wesleyan University. Registration 

forms are available in the Loft, in the church 

office, and online (fumcor.org/youth). 
 

• For anyone who would like to help out 

locally or earn community service hours, we 

will be having two Summer Service Weeks: 

one from June 14–18 to help out with 

Vacation Bible School and one from July 5–9 

(TBA).  
 

To keep up with youth events, sign up for 

youth email updates by contacting Director of 

Youth Ministries, Kayla Carico, 

(kcarico@fumcor.org). Sign up for text updates 

by texting @1stjourney to 81010. Remember to 

check the youth webpage (fumcor.org/youth) 

regularly. 
 

Do you enjoy proofreading? 
 

Our Church office is looking for a volunteer to 

help proof our weekly newsletters. 

Proofreaders will need to be comfortable using 

our style guide and be available on Monday or 

Tuesday evenings. Please contact Rev. Flynn 

(mflynn@fumcor.org) if you are interested.  

 

2021 COLLEGE Graduates 
 
 

 Abby Caughman BS, University of South Carolina, Experimental Psychology and Spanish 

  Honors and Leadership Distinction 

 Carinne Cheney BS, UT, Knoxville, Microbiology and a minor in Psychology 

 Parks Fillauer PhD, UT, Knoxville, Clinical Psychology 

 Nicole Lindsley BS, East Tennessee State University, Elementary Education 

  Summa Cum Laude 

 Brandon Nickle BA, Belmont University, Business Systems and Analytics 

 Seth O’Kegley-Gibson MDiv, Iliff School of Theology, Historical Theology 

 Mandy Pitz BS, UNC–Chapel Hill, Environmental Science and Quantitative Energy Systems and  

  a minor in Statistics 

 Caden Webb BS, UT Knoxville, Engineering 

 Ben Williams  BA, East Tennessee State University, Economics and Statistics 

Masks Still Needed for Worship Services 
 

You may have seen the announcement from the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) last week announcing that fully vaccinated persons can 

safely resume indoor and outdoor activities without wearing a mask. For the 

time being, FUMC and the Holston Conference still strongly support wearing 

face coverings in large gatherings like worship. See the message below from 

the Rev. Jeff Wright, the Dean of Bishop Taylor’s Cabinet, for more 

information. Thanks for continuing to wear our masks as we safely gather for 

worship! 
 

Dear Friends, 

Today, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Director Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky announced during a White House COVID-19 briefing, that 
fully vaccinated people can resume activities without wearing a mask or 
physically distancing, except where required by federal, state, local, tribal, or 
territorial laws, rules, and regulations, including local business and workplace 
guidance. 
 

As a Conference, we are still holding to the Wesleyan tenet of Doing No 
Harm. There is no method to effectively guarantee every one who attends 
services or meetings has been vaccinated without having people show their 
vaccination cards, and that is not an atmosphere a church needs to foster. 
So, in trying to protect others, we continue to ask all people to wear a mask 
to do no harm. However in situations where you can be sure everyone is 
vaccinated, the need to wear a mask is removed. We also ask for masks to be 
available for everyone, so if people attend who have not be vaccinated, 
everyone can be masked and no one feels singled out.   
 

On behalf of the Bishop's Cabinet, 
 

Rev. Jeff Wright, Dean of the Cabinet 

Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church 
 

First Steps’ Teacher, Staci Sitterson, 

Retires 

First Steps’ is sad to announce the retirement of 

Anastasia Sitterson, or more lovingly known as Mrs. 

Staci. Mrs. Staci’s career with children ministries at FUMC 

began in 1999 when she started as a childcare 

employee. In 2001, she joined the First Steps’ teaching 

staff. Mrs. Staci has been an integral part of the 

children’s ministries of FUMC and First Steps for over 20 years and her 

contributions will always be valued and remembered. Please feel free to 

send cards or letters of appreciation to the preschool if you’d like to. I will 

make sure she gets them. Mrs. Staci will be greatly missed!   
 

Elizabeth Bonner 

First Steps Director 

mailto:kcarico@fumcor.org
mailto:kcarico@fumcor.org
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Hospitalized  
 

MMC: Bob Smith, Royce Sayer 

 

 Our Gifts 
Offering this Week         $10,315 

2021 Year to Date           $612,289 

2020 Year to Date          $586,548 
Monthly Offering                 $1,331 

Special Offering:  
OR Schools’  

Family Resource Center 
 

Special offerings are collected to benefit organizations 

outside FUMC and its budget. The May special offering 

will support the Family Resource Center, a program of 

the Oak Ridge Schools. The center’s mission is to assist 

“at-risk” children and their families so they can have 

success in school.  
 

The center receives grant funding but depends heavily 

on donations and in-kind services. To support this work, 

write a check to FUMC (memo: Family Resource Center).  

Pastors 
Mark Flynn, lead pastor 

Chris Black, associate pastor 
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care 

 

Contact Information 
 865.483.4357      

www.fumcor.org 
 

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862 

Vacation Bible School  
Items Needed 

 

We need CARDBOARD TUBES—

paper towel size—for a VBS 

craft. Please begin to save these 

for us. You can drop them off at 

the main office Monday–

Thursday from 8:00 a.m.–4:30 

p.m. or in the Welcome Center 

on Sunday mornings in the 

basket provided.  

Refinished Sanctuary Doors 
 

A word of thanks to Tom Spelzhausen for providing expertise and 

labor in refinishing our exterior Sanctuary doors. Those wooden 

doors suffer from both the rain and harsh sun of a full western 

exposure. Skills developed over thirty years as a professional 

painter allowed Tom to restore beauty to our main entrance.  

Community Meal Clarification 
 

In last week’s newsletter, there was an article seeking 

volunteers for the Community Meal for the last two 

Wednesdays of the month. A few interpreted that request 

to mean we were returning to our former pattern of only 
having meals on the last two Wednesdays of the month. 

Sorry for the confusion. Please note that currently we will 

continue the practice of offering weekly drive-thru 

Wednesday Community Meals. And yes, we would still 

welcome new volunteers to help make this remarkable 

ministry possible.  


