
 

 

Welcome to iStudy! 
  

The big picture 
  
Christians celebrate the life and teachings of Jesus, found in the four gospels, as the high point of the 
Bible. His passion, crucifixion, and resurrection are certainly the climax of scripture. However, to 
understand why those are world-changing experiences, we must understand the significance of what 
Jesus teaches. This study gives an overview of the teachings, ministry, and relationships of Jesus.     
   
* Select the level of involvement that best suits you! There is a 5 minute "Devotion" each day.  You 
may also want to add the "Personal Worship Option." If you prefer to spend 20 minutes a day and 
"Dig A Little Deeper," there are notes on texts, commentary, and a few questions.  For recommended 
readings and personal research topics, spend an hour with the "Hard Core Study" in Appendix A. 
Choose what helps you!   
  
* Now it is time for our standard warning - for all who are over-achievers and perfectionists… take a 
deep breathe. Relax. Decide to what extent you want to participate and do not let it all overwhelm 
you!  It is fine to read the five minute devotion and stop. God loves you. You do not need to earn that 
love. More material is provided each day than 99% of us want or need. Read until you are "full." Stay 
healthy. Relax into God's relentless pursuit of you.   
  
* This study is written from a Christian perspective - it assumes Jesus is Lord. It also assumes that 
followers of Jesus need to grow. We grow by being challenged to think. We believe the Bible is the 
word of God for the people of God. The Bible is authoritative for our lives. However, there are many 
ways of interpreting scripture within the Christian tradition. All of us disagree with some 
interpretations, but it is good to be challenged by hearing and pondering those different perspectives. 
You do not have to agree with 100% of this study's statements, but you should allow the differing 
viewpoints to push you to think and become aware of why you believe as you do. Keep track of 
everything with which you disagree - that is great fodder for discussion!   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Week 1 Beginnings 
Lesson #1               Beginnings 
  

When we learn to read the story of Jesus and see it as the story of the love of God, doing for us what 
we could not do for ourselves--that insight produces, again and again, a sense of astonished 
gratitude which is very near the heart of authentic Christian experience. - N.T. Wright 
  

There are several good ways to study “Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God” (Mk 1:1). This study is an 
overview of seven aspects of Jesus’ life, drawing on all four gospels. This week we read stories of his 
early years and the beginning of his ministry. 
  

Devotion: Read Luke 2:21-40. Jesus’ incarnation is an extension of what God has been doing 
through the Hebrew people. He comes to fulfill God’s covenant with Abraham, not replace it. Joseph 
and Mary circumcise Jesus, name him, present him at the Temple, and offer a sacrifice - all in 
accordance with the Torah. Simeon proclaims salvation has come for all nations in the long-awaited 
Messiah (Gen 12:3). Anna is the first to share about God’s redemptive activity in Jesus. It is important 
for us to remember that we are not the first to walk with God. The Church stands on 2000 years of 
experience and witness. Who has influenced, for good or bad, your view and understanding of God? 
What negatives in your past must you overcome? What positive influences have helped form you? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Psalm 2. Simeon proclaims the Messiah will cause the rising and 
falling of many. God is bringing justice into the world. The oppressed will be set free and the 
oppressors will be punished. Spend time praying for both the oppressed and oppressors in our world, 
that all will be set free from sin. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
2:21 Circumcision marks Jesus as part of the covenant community. Since he is immersed in the ritual 
obligations of the Law, he is able to fulfill and transform the covenant. They obey God by naming him 
“Jesus” (Lk 1:31), the Greek form of “Joshua,” meaning “the Lord is salvation.” 
  

2:22 Two rituals are being performed. First, women are purified after childbirth (Lev 12:2-4). Second, 
the father performs a ritual called “redemption of the firstborn” when eldest children are recognized as 
belonging to God (Ex 13:2, 11-16). 
  

2:24 The couple presents an offering designed for those who are poor and cannot afford a year-old 
lamb (Lev 5:7-10). One of the birds is for a sin offering; the other for a burnt offering. 
  

2:25 “Consolation” (“paraklesis”) comes from the same Greek root word as “comforter” 
(“parakletos”). It was commonly used to refer to the Messiah (Is 12:1; 49:13; Jn 14:16). 
  

2:29 Simeon’s song, celebrating salvation for all nations, reflects Isaiah 42:6, 49:6, 52:10. 
  

2:34 Jesus’ ministry forces people to decide what they believe (Lk 1:46-55; Is 8:14). Consider the 
highs and lows Mary will experience in the coming years. Are you willing to allow your loved ones to 
suffer for the gospel? 
 

2:36 Jewish scholars list 7 female prophets: Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, Hannah, Abigail, Huldah, and 
Esther. The New Testament says Anna, Elizabeth (Lk 1:41), and Philip’s four daughters (Acts 21:9) 
prophesy. Paul assumes women prophesy in the early church (1 Cor 11:5). 
 

2:40 This verse is used to support the Recapitulation Theory of Atonement which states Jesus enters 
each stage of humanity, yet remains obedient and sinless. 
 

(A reminder: if you desire more reading and in-depth research topics, turn to Appendix A.) 
 



 

 

Lesson #2                 Beginnings 
  

Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice: Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the 
earth and skies. - John Hopkins Jr. 
  

Each of the four gospels is written for a different audience. Mark is aimed at Romans. Luke 
addresses his gospel and the book of Acts to a man named Theophilus - he has a Greek audience in 
mind. John is written to a Gentile Christian audience. Our reading today is from Matthew. He writes 
for a Jewish community. Glance over Matthew 1 and notice the many references to the Old 
Testament. This will continue throughout his writings. 
  

Devotion: Read Matthew 2:1-23. The Magi are Gentiles - most likely Zoroastrian priests from Persia. 
Yet, they grasp God’s signs better than Jewish religious leaders. They receive divine instructions, and 
God uses them to protect Jesus. The Magi demonstrate this Messiah brings salvation to all nations 
(Lk 2:32). How should Christians approach people of different faiths? What are positive ways for 
Christians to share their faith that Jesus is God incarnate with those of other religions? What can we 
learn from people of other faiths?   
  

The passage ends with a terrible reminder Jesus enters a world of political and social violence. Herod 
“the Great” is so vile and fearful he slaughters children to destroy a potential rival king. Jesus is not 
like worldly rulers (Lk 22:24-27). Is it possible to gain, possess, or maintain worldly power without 
betraying Jesus’ teachings? Why does Jesus not take that path (Mt 4:8-10)? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Christians have always seen symbolic meanings in the Magi’s gifts. Gold 
is for a king; frankincense is given to either a priest or God; myrrh is an oil used to anoint the dead. 
King, God, and sacrifice. What roles does Jesus play in your life (Lord, God, friend, example, 
sacrifice, teacher)? What gift do you need to present to Jesus today? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
2:1 Zoroastrians weave astronomy into their religion. The magi see unusual heavenly activity as signs 
of significant events on earth (Gen 1:14; Joel 2:28; Mk 15:33; Acts 2:17). The Magi affirm Jesus as 
King. Compare their story to Numbers 24:17. 
  

2:6 The Jewish leaders quote a version of Micah 5:1-3, but it is not the Septuagint version common in 
their day. They interweave portions of 2 Samuel 5:2 with Micah. (see Jn 7:42) 
  

2:7 The answer to Herod’s question sets the stage for Matthew 2:13-23. The child Jesus is now two 
years old. What are arguments for and against including the Magi in Christmas Eve nativity scenes? 
  

2:11 Compare this verse to Psalm 72:10 and Isaiah 60:6. 
  

2:12 Dreams are important in Matthew’s infancy narratives (1:20; 2:13, 19). 
  

2:15 Hosea 11:1 refers to the nation of Israel being called out of Egypt in the Exodus. The writer 
presents Jesus as re-living the salvation history of Israel in his own life. Can you think of other 
connections between Israel’s history and Jesus’ life? 
  

2:18 Jeremiah 31:15 is quoted. Originally this text concerns the destruction of the northern nation of 
Israel by the Assyrians in 721 BCE during the “divided kingdom” era. 
  

2:22 Upon his death in 4 BCE, Augustus Caesar divides Herod’s kingdom between his sons. 
Archelaus rules Judea, Samaria, and Idumea. Herod Antipas gains Galilee and Perea. Philip reigns 
over Iturea and Trachonitis. Matthew clarifies how Jesus, while born in Bethlehem, is known as a 
Galilean. However, the text he quotes is found nowhere in the Old Testament. 
 



 

 

Lesson #3              Beginnings 
  

I will appoint him to be my firstborn, the most exalted of the kings of the earth. - Psalm 89:27 
  

Devotion: Read Luke 2:41-52. This is the only story in the gospels of Jesus’ “hidden years,” the 
period between his infancy and thirty years old. Many cultures have legends that Jesus travels to their 
land during this “silent” time. Most likely, Jesus spends it as a carpenter (Mt 13:54-56). 
  

This story presents another interesting, but unanswerable question: when does Jesus know or 
discover he is Messiah and incarnate God? Is he always omniscient (all-knowing). If so, the infant 
Jesus is fully self aware and patiently waits 30 years to begin his ministry. Can Jesus experience full 
humanity if he knows everything? Does he become aware of his identity at a particular moment: in the 
Temple at 12; in baptism (3:21); during the wilderness temptations (4:1, 14); at transfiguration (9:28); 
etc? Some believe he never has absolute assurance until death, but like all humans, he acts on faith. 
This idea agrees with the atonement theories suggesting Jesus lives the faithful, sinless life we are 
called to live. Is the answer to the question of Jesus self-awareness important? If so, why? Do some 
answers change the power of Jesus’ life or teachings? How does Luke 2:39-40 contribute to this 
discussion? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Romans 8:15-17. God gives us our true identity. Are you 
embracing what God says about you? Do you live out of that identity. Spend time praying as the child 
of God you are. Begin by confessing any “masks” you wear for the world. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
2:41 If possible, faithful Jews travel to Jerusalem for 3 major feasts: Passover, Pentecost, and 
Tabernacles/Booths (Deut 16:13-17). Large groups would travel together for safety (2:44). What are 
the positives effects of requiring pilgrimages? Are there negative effects? 
  

2:42 A Jewish boy officially reaches manhood at 13 years old. What are the confusing signals our 
culture sends regarding when a child becomes an adult? 
  

2:46 If there is a connection between the three days in this story and the time Jesus spends in the 
tomb (9:22), how does that change our reading of the passage? The implication is Jesus knows the 
Torah and is not in opposition to it. He is discussing how to interpret and apply it. 
  

2:48 Jesus’ parents assume he acts like a normal boy, and Mary mildly rebukes him. This is different 
from how Jesus is presented in many apocryphal gospels where he performs miracles in his youth. 
Mary refers to Joseph as “your father,” setting up Jesus’ response. 
  

2:49 “In my Father’s house” can also be translated “about my Father’s business.” Does this 
translation change how you hear his response? 
  

2:50 This verse suggests Mary and Joseph do not understand Jesus’ incarnation or role. The 
reference to “Father” (2:49) brings into question Joseph’s role in Jesus’ life. Is he Jesus’ “parent” 
(2:41), father, foster father, mentor, or something else? What makes someone a “father?” 
 

2:51 Jesus submits to Mary and Joseph’s authority as parents. This is the last reference in the 
gospels to Joseph. Tradition says he is much older than Mary and passes away between this story 
and when Jesus reemerges at thirty years old to begin his ministry. 
  
2:52 If Jesus is born omniscient, how can he grow in wisdom? Does this reference suggest he 
becomes aware of his role as Messiah and divinity at a later time?   
 



 

 

Lesson #4              Beginnings 
  
What you have is God’s gift to you. What you do with your life is your gift to God. - Hans Urs von 
Balthasar 
  
The story of the Magi we covered in Lesson #2 is found only in Matthew. Just two gospels tell the 
story of Jesus’ birth. Each gospel writer uses a different set of sources. Often they share a source, 
but each gospel has some stories unique to it. Mark’s gospel is the oldest, and both Matthew and 
Luke use Mark as a source, quoting him extensively. Jesus’ baptism is found in all four gospels, 
testifying to its significance. 
  
Devotion: Read Matthew 3:13-17. John, called “the Baptist,” does not perform Christian baptism 
(Acts 18:25), since Jesus has not initiated the new covenant (Mt 26:28; Lk 22:20; 1 Pet 3:21). John 
baptizes as an act of repentance within the old covenant (Acts 19:1-7). Using water as a sign of 
cleansing and forgiveness is common in many religions, as it is in God’s covenant with Abraham 
(Num 19:11-13). That is why John is shocked when Jesus, who he believes is without sin, desires to 
be baptized. Through his participation in this old covenant ritual, Jesus transforms the meaning of 
baptism, bringing it to fulfillment, just as he will transform Passover and Pentecost. In this case, 
following baptism, God proclaims Jesus is “beloved child.” Baptism is no longer primarily about 
repentance; now it signifies we are children of God. In this sense, baptism in the new covenant takes 
the place of circumcision in the old covenant, as the initiation rite of the covenant community (Col 2:8-
14). However, unlike circumcision, baptism is for all people: Jew and Gentile, men and women, slave 
and free. Baptism calls us to live as children of God and respond to God’s loving actions in Jesus 
Christ. It is a sign of relationship with God, not a magic ticket into heaven. Baptism invites us to 
obediently serve God and neighbor, just as Jesus did. Is baptism necessary for salvation? If “yes,” 
why is that not salvation by works (Eph 2:8-9)? What are some reasons a person might not be 
baptized if they have the opportunity to do so? How might baptism be a witness for others?   
  
Personal Worship Option: From the United Methodist Baptismal Covenant: through baptism you are 
incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God’s new creation and made to share in Christ’s royal 
priesthood. We are all one in Christ Jesus. Baptism teaches us our true identity: new creation (2 Cor 
5:17), a royal priest (1 Pet 2:9), and one with Jesus (Jn 15). How are these descriptions different from 
how the world views you? Which of these descriptions impacts you most? Spend time in prayer 
focusing on these concepts. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
3:14 Matthew is the only gospel to report John’s shock and Jesus’ response. Because the phrase “to 
fulfill all righteousness” is not found anywhere else in scripture, people interpret it many ways. What 
are your thoughts on how our church celebrates baptism? Why does the Church require an ordained 
person to baptize? What are issues associated with non-ordained people baptizing people? 
  
3:16 In Matthew and Mark, Jesus is the one who sees the Spirit descend. In Luke and John, the 
experience is shared with John as well. “Like a dove” can mean the Spirit comes in the form of a 
literal dove or the phrase may be symbolic, using poetic language to describe the indescribable. If this 
is a literal dove, is this another example of God’s “incarnation?”   
  
3:17 Compare God’s statement following the baptism to Isaiah 42:1. What does the remainder of this 
passage (Is 42:2-9) tell us about the kind of Messiah that Jesus is called to be? 
 

 



 

 

Lesson #5              Beginnings 
  
The last temptation is the greatest treason: to do the right deed for the wrong reason. -TS Eliot 
  
Yesterday we learned each of the four gospel writers has their own unique sources as well as often 
sharing sources. Today we examine how each writer makes a shared story their own by examining 
three versions of Jesus’ temptation. 
  
Devotion: Read Mark 1:12-13 for the basic story. Read Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13, for the 
variations. Satan tempts a hungry Jesus to use his power to feed himself. The reason this must be 
avoided becomes obvious as the story unfolds. Next, he is tempted to both gain fame by a miracle 
and seek worldly power. The issue behind the temptations is the kind of Messiah Jesus will be, how 
he will use his power. That is why Satan says, “if you are the son of God…” Turning stones to bread 
is about Jesus being tempted to focus his ministry on feeding the hungry and healing disease. Jesus 
could do amazing good with that primary focus, but teaching about the Kingdom of God is more 
important (Mk 1:35-39). He could draw many people with miracles or prevent wars with all the world’s 
power, but he is called to a cross and empty tomb. Jesus is tempted to do good, but in doing so he 
would have to ignore the best thing, his true calling. After he overcomes these temptations, he is able 
to incorporate these “good” actions into his ministry. When have you been tempted to settle for good 
things instead of pursuing the best thing? When does the Church focus on good things but forget the 
most essential things? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read 1 Corinthians 10:13. What has been the most difficult temptations 
you have faced? When have you doubted God’s existence or love? What did you learn about yourself 
in those moments? About God? Do those moments increase your compassion and desire to care for 
others in similar situations?   
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Mk 1:12 Why does God compel Jesus to go into the desert? What good comes from facing our 
temptations? Do you believe all converts to the faith immediately face temptations? 
  
Mk 1:13 Mark does not mention Jesus fasting or his hunger, but he does report the length of testing 
as forty days. This ties Jesus to Moses’ fasting (Deut 9:9, 18) and Israel’s forty years of wandering 
(Num 32:13). How does temptation come to you? Does it look nasty and evil, or attractive and 
reasonable?  How do we distinguish between temptation and a new idea?   
  
The New Testament assumes a state of war exists between God’s people and evil, with Satan 
tempting believers to abandon the way of God (Mk 3:23-27; 9:14-29, 38-41). However, spiritual forces 
of good are also present. “With the wild animals” is often interpreted as a sign of the evil or difficulty 
Jesus faces. However, this might be a reference to the animals of Eden. If so, Jesus overcomes 
temptation, unlike Adam and Eve, and paradise is symbolically reclaimed by God (Is 11:6-9). 
  
Mt 4:2 The comment about Jesus’ hunger addresses his humanity. While we are more familiar with 
people who believe Jesus is not God, the early church also dealt with those believe God 
overwhelmed and subsumed Jesus’ humanity. This note on hunger addresses those who believe that 
if Jesus is God then he cannot suffer or be tempted. The church teaches a mystery: Jesus is fully 
God and fully human. He hungers. He is tempted as we are (Heb 4:15). 
  
Mt 4:3 The 40 days of fasting weaken him physically but strengthens him spiritually. What should we 
be doing to prepare ourselves for the temptations that lie ahead? 



 

 

  
Jesus answers all three temptations with scripture from Deuteronomy (8:3, 6:16, 13). Roman rulers 
gained the favor of the crowds by distributing bread. What is being communicated by Jesus’ answer 
regarding turning stones into bread? When do we put our physical needs above living out the Word of 
God? When do our physical wants become more important than our calling? 
  
Mt 4:6 Satan quotes Psalm 91:11-12. He tempts Jesus to perform a miraculous sign in order to 
become popular. Jesus’ answer reveals God has not instructed him to walk that path. What is the 
danger of following Jesus because of miracles he can perform for us? What is the danger of 
Christians seeking to be popular through ministry? 
  
Mt 4:8 This mountain does not exist in the world. It is a vision tempting Jesus to use political power to 
accomplish his ministry’s goals. Why does Jesus compare using worldly power to the worship of false 
gods? What is the link between the two? Does all worldly power come with temptations? 
  
Lk 4:4 Compared to Matthew, Luke’s version of Jesus’ answer shortens Deuteronomy 8:3. 
  
Lk 4:5 Luke adds “in an instant” to clarify this is a vision or symbol. 
  
Lk 4:6 Satan’s comment on his ability to grant the world’s power is found only in Luke. Jesus does not 
disagree with his claim, suggesting worldly power is under the control of Satan (Jn 12:31, 14:30, 
16:11). How should Christians approach positions of power? What power do you hold over other 
people? Do not make the mistake of thinking this issue is only for kings and CEOs. 
  
Lk 4:9 Some believe Luke transposes the final two temptations so the climax of this temptation story 
occurs in Jerusalem, just as Jesus’ ministry will climax there. How does Jesus’ journey to the cross 
demonstrate he is able to overcome each of these three temptations? 
  
Lk 4:13 Luke also has a unique conclusion, noting Jesus will face more temptation in the future. How 
does this comment change the way we look at Jesus’ ministry? Does it change how you look at your 
journey, witness, and ministry? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Lesson #6              Beginnings 
  

There are many of us that are willing to do great things for the Lord, but few of us are willing to do 
little things. - Dwight L. Moody 
  

Devotion: (We will not read multiple versions of every story in this study, but we will again today to 
demonstrate how it is important to read various accounts.)  Read Mark 1:16-20. This version of Jesus 
calling his first disciples is nearly word for word with Matthew 4:18-22. Read Luke 5:1-11 and John 
1:35-51. Pay attention to how their sources bring different perspectives to the same story. All four 
writers agree the first disciples leave their homes, families, and jobs to follow. If you are a Christian, 
what have you left behind to follow Jesus (career opportunities, relationships, attitudes, actions)? If 
you are not a Christian, what would be the most difficult thing to leave behind in order to follow? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read 2 Timothy 1:8-10. What calling has God placed on your life? Are 
you called to be kind, teach, love, forgive, sacrifice, give, witness? Pray about your call. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Mk 1:16 Some of the disciples had witnessed Jesus’ baptism (Acts 1:21-22). 
  

Mk 1:19 Mark emphasizes the immediacy of their response. If Simon, James, and John have heard 
Jesus teach, it is not reported here. 
  

Lk 5:1 The “lake of Gennesaret” is another name for the “Sea of Galilee.” It is a 13 mile long and 7.5 
mile wide fresh water lake. 
  

Lk 5:4 Since Jesus describes catching fish as a sign of Christian service, “put out into deep water” 
can easily be seen as symbolic. What do you think this phrase might mean? 
  

Lk 5:5 “Master” is a title often given to Jesus in Luke (8:24, 45; 9:33, 49). Jesus also uses it regularly 
in parables (12:36, 42; 16:3, 13; 19:17). Simon is obedient even though reluctant. 
  

Lk 5:8 What do you think is signified by Peter’s change from “Master” to “Lord?”   
  

Lk 5:11 Their decision to follow is all the more impressive considering the catch of fish netted. 
  

Jn 1:35 Only John’s gospel reports some of Jesus’ first followers were originally disciples of John the 
Baptist. Jesus is “the Lamb of God” (Ex 12:3; Is 53:7). Andrew is named, but the other disciple is not. 
Tradition says the gospel writer John, son of Zebedee, is the other. 
  

Jn 1:38 John frequently translates Hebrew and Aramaic words for his Gentile readers. 
  

Jn 1:41 John reports Andrew finds Simon rather than Jesus calling him directly. He also includes 
Simon’s renaming as “Peter” in this context as opposed to the other gospels (Mt 16:17). 
  

Jn 1:44 The implication is Simon and Andrew introduce Jesus to Philip, who is most likely another 
disciple of John the Baptist.   
  

Jn 1:46 Nazareth is so small and insignificant, it is never mentioned in the Old Testament. 
  

Jn 1:48 Jesus refers to some experience Nathanael had, but scripture does not disclose what this is. 
It is significant enough for Nathanael to believe and respond with messianic titles (2 Sam 7:14; Ps 
2:7; Zeph 3:15). 
  

Jn 1:51 Jesus refers to Genesis 28:10-17, Jacob’s dream of a “ladder to heaven.” That dream 
symbolizes God communicating with humanity. God changes Jacob’s name to “Israel.” This “Israelite 
in whom there is no deceit” will see greater things than Jacob saw. 



 

 

Lesson #7              Beginnings 
  
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world. - Jesus, John 16:33 
  
Devotion: Each week, at least one of our readings will demonstrate the growing opposition Jesus 
faces. Today’s reading shows that opposition began early in his ministry. Read Luke 4:14-30. Filled 
with the power of the Spirit, Jesus begins his public ministry. His fame grows in the region, and he 
returns to his hometown. However, those who have known him for thirty years are initially amazed 
and ultimately enraged he is claiming to have fulfilled messianic scripture. Jesus warns us that his 
teaching will cause opposition and even divide families (Mt 10:16-18, 34-36). Why is this reaction so 
commonplace? Why do prophets and Christians sometimes have the hardest time among those who 
know them best? What is the “threat” we feel when someone we know experiences a change, 
success, popularity, power, position, or claims a radical encounter with God? How open are we to 
anyone claiming a special revelation from God? What should our response be in those situations?   
  
Personal Worship Option: Read the following prayer: O Lord my God, help me be like Jesus, to love 
my enemies and those who oppose me. And when I struggle to show them love, remind me that I 
have treated you as an enemy, and you continue to graciously love me. Amen. Spend time praying 
God will use you as a good witness for all the people in your life. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Lk 4:14 Matthew reports that Jesus returns to Galilee after John the Baptist is arrested (Mt 4:12). 
Jesus begins his ministry by teaching. He will later stop healing and performing miracles to return to 
his primary calling, teaching (4:42-44). Why is teaching more important than these other forms of 
ministry? 
  
Lk 4:16 This is Jesus’ first visit to his hometown since his ministry began. Most likely synagogue 
services in his time included two prayers, two readings, a teaching, and a priestly blessing from 
Numbers 6:24-26. 
  
Lk 4:17 This is the only clear reference in scripture to Jesus knowing how to read. What he  reads is a 
combination of Isaiah 58:6 and 61:1-2. How does his ministry reflect these words from Isaiah? 
  
Lk 4:19 This reading describes actions that occur during a Jubilee year celebration (Lev 25:8-55). 
According to the Law, every fifty years, all debts are to be forgiven and all land returned to the original 
families. Why do you think the Law includes this radical provision? How does Jesus fulfill these 
actions? 
  
Lk 4:21 The verb translated “is fulfilled” (Greek “peplerotai”) indicates salvation is already achieved in 
the person of Jesus. Salvation is not initiated on the cross; it arrives with the incarnation and/or 
ministry of Jesus. How does this idea change how we might see the crucifixion and resurrection? 
  
Lk 4:25 Jesus references 1 Kings 17-18 and 2 Kings 5. 
  
Lk 4:29 People disagree over whether Jesus passing through the crowd is a miracle or the Nazarene 
community stepping away from murder. 
 
 
 



 

 

Week 2 Teacher 
Lesson #1                           Teacher 
  
The Kingdom of Heaven is not a place, but a state of mind. - John Burroughs 
 
For the remainder of this “Jesus” study, we will examine one category each week: general teachings, 
healing, compassionate hospitality, miracles, parables, and relationship with disciples. However, 
since these categories all intermingle in Jesus’ life, expect the topics to overlap. It has never been 
easy to force Jesus into neat and tidy categories! 
  
Devotion: Read Mark 1:14-15. Jesus begins his public ministry with the fundamental teaching which 
undergirds all his actions: “the kingdom of God has come near.” Another way of saying this is “the 
reign of God has arrived.” In earthly kingdoms, we obey Kings and their laws. However, “the kingdom 
of God” is not a geographical area or nation. God’s kingdom is present wherever and whenever 
people live according to God’s commands and desires (Eph 19; 1 Pet 2:9). Jesus reasserts this 
idea when teaching us to pray: “your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Mt 
6:10). What happens in heaven? Only things God desires. If we live under God’s reign now, we speak 
words acceptable to God and act in those ways God desires. The Holy Spirit guides and strengthens 
us to embody God’s reign (Acts 2). As you think back over your words, actions, and thoughts during 
the last week, when were you living under God’s reign? When were you ignoring God’s kingdom and 
serving another? Are any of our actions “neutral” in terms of serving God’s kingdom? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Colossians 3:1-10. Set your mind on the things of God. What ways 
of acting do you need to “put to death?” Spend time in prayer becoming aware of God’s presence, 
asking for forgiveness, and seeking strength to act as you should. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
1:14 All three “synoptic gospels” (a term meaning Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which are similar in 
many ways) point out Jesus begins his ministry after John is arrested (Mt 4:12; Lk 3:20). 
  
The “good news” is the proclamation that our Creator is active in the creation, bringing light into 
darkness and inviting us to align our lives according to God’s desires. Jesus’ incarnation is the 
primary manifestation of that action (Is 61:1-2; Col 1:21-23). 
  
1:15 “The time has come” refers to the belief God deals with humanity in particular ways in different 
eras. For instance, a new “age” begins when God calls Abraham and initiates a covenant with him 
(Gen 12). Likewise, God’s gift of the Law begins a new era. In the same way, Jesus proclaims a new 
Messianic age has arrived and calls followers to respond to the kingdom of God by repentance and 
belief. “Repent” means to turn toward God, away from other Kings, and place God’s desires first. 
Does repentance always have an emotional element? Is it possible to repent and not change? Is it 
possible to repent and treat people the same way you did before? 
  
“Believe the good news” does not refer to an intellectual acknowledgement of God’s existence. In 
scripture, to believe in something means to base actions upon it. Therefore, belief in the good news 
means living as Jesus teaches. The remainder of the gospel is spent spelling out how a believer in 
this new age of the good news acts. Jesus is our example, the incarnation of God’s reign on earth. 
What does our culture place before God? What are you personally tempted to put before God 
(career, family, safety, nation, reputation, comfort, prejudices)? 
 

 



 

 

Lesson #2                             Teacher 
  

Most people are willing to take the Sermon on the Mount as a flag to sail under, but few will use it as 
a rudder by which to steer. - Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. 
  

Devotion: Matthew reports Jesus’ “sermon on the mount” in chapters 5-7. Today we cover the first 
half of this extensive collection of teachings. Our reading is a little longer than normal, but Jesus’ 
teaching in this section is essential if we are to understand how to embody the kingdom of God. As 
you read, remember “blessing” in this context does not mean a good or happy thing. A blessing is that 
which draws us closer to God. Read Matthew 5:1 - 6:18. 
  

Followers of Jesus must do more than keep the Law. They must change how they view the 
world and themselves. The “blessed are…” section (called the Beatitudes) invites us to understand 
that sometimes difficult circumstances help form us into God’s people faster than prosperity. What 
has to happen in our lives to welcome the lessons of painful situations? 
  

Far from rejecting the Law (5:17), Jesus is more strict, asking followers to seek pure hearts as well as 
righteous actions. Each “you have heard...but I tell you…” challenges us to move beyond the letter of 
the law to internal self-reflection. We must go the second mile, living today as someone who lives in 
heaven. Which of his teachings strike you as most difficult to embody in your life? Does our church’s 
culture make living out God’s kingdom more easy or difficult? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Reread Matthew 5:13-16. Followers of Jesus are to stand out in the 
world because of their good works. Where are you being pushed to stand out right now? When you 
perform good works, does God receive the glory from other people or do you? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
5:1 Just as Jesus’ fasting ties him to Moses (Deut 9:9, 18), so now he re-interprets the Law on a new 
Mount Sinai. Compare Matthew’s account with Luke’s presentation (Lk 6:17-49). 
  

5:3 The beatitudes are paradoxical, opposed to the values of Jesus’ time as well as our own. What 
should the Christian attitude be regarding difficult times? How is this “blessed are” section connected 
to Jesus’ words on being salt and light for the world (5:13-16)? When are good works and faith most 
evident to the world? 
  

5:17 Jesus’ statement about coming to fulfill the Law and Prophets is a key for understanding his 
teachings on murder/anger, adultery/lust, divorce, oaths, retaliation/submission, love of enemies, 
almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. The Law provides boundaries for our actions in each of these areas. 
Yet, God desires more than obedient slaves. Only the Holy Spirit can guide us, aligning our external 
actions with God. We can outlaw murder, but only God can deal with the anger leading to murder. We 
may punish adultery, but only God can help us overcome lust. We cannot expect rules to rid the 
community of sin, only reconciliation with God accomplishes that. How might Jesus’ way of looking 
beneath the surface of laws and rules to the internal spiritual issues found there give us a valuable 
perspective on hot button issues of the church today? 
  

Which of Jesus’ these teachings do we ignore? Why? What would be required for us to be obedient 
to them? How do his words on perfection (5:48) prevent us from settling for less?   
  

6:1 The warning to avoid performing good works in order to gain human approval or favor is found in 
the almsgiving, prayer, and fasting teachings. What rewards do people seek from their financial 
giving, attendance at worship, participation in small groups, and study? 
  

6:9 Break down the different parts of Jesus’ model prayer. What does each part communicate? Write 
a prayer for yourself or for the church based on his model. 



 

 

Lesson #3                             Teacher 
  
A man should not be judged by his fame, power, or money, but rather by how much love he gives to 
others. - Sandranil Biswas 
  
Devotion: Read Matthew 6:19 - 7:29. The second half of Jesus’ “sermon on the mount” is a collection 
of teachings on how to live a righteous life. Two passages help tie these statements together. First, 
Jesus draws on a common belief in his day: healthy eyes allow physical light to enter so we perceive 
the world accurately. Jesus suggests this is true spiritually as well. When we see the world from Gods 
perspective, we have an inner “light” or clarity. Just as diseased eyes prevent us from seeing 
accurately, when we do not seek God’s vision, we do not see the world accurately. We live in 
“darkness.” Those in right relationship with God understand what is treasure and what is not (6:19). 
They serve the real master, not wealth (6:24). They do not worry, judge, or profane the holy. It seems 
greed, anxiety, and judgmental attitudes are also a problem in Jesus’ day. What makes these 
particular temptations so commonplace? 
  
“Ask, seek, knock” (7:7) is a righteous response in a world where darkness clouds vision. When we 
are tempted to hoard treasure, serve wealth, worry, judge, or profane, we must seek God’s way of 
viewing the world. There is a path leading to destruction. Avoid it! The narrow path leads to life, and it 
requires us to live by the golden rule, avoid false prophets, bear good fruit, and put Jesus’ teaching 
into action. Many people focus on “do to others what you would have them do to you” (7:12). Would 
living out that teaching with sincerity encompass all these other teachings? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Isaiah 55:6-7. What does “seeking the Lord” mean in your spiritual 
life? How often do you try different forms of prayer? Consider incorporating something new into your 
life today: fasting, written prayer, journaling, walking prayer, sitting in silence, praying for enemies, 
etc. If you do not try anything new, tell God why you will not. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
6:19 What worldly things preoccupy you? What do you worry about? What is the difference between 
worry and planning? What is the connection between treasure and worry? 
  
6:24 What should be the Christian attitude toward money? How can a person tell if they are serving 
wealth? What signs indicate someone is greedy or obsessed with earning money? 
  
6:33 What do you fear you are missing in life? How does this teaching address such fears? 
  
7:1 “Judge” means to condemn harshly. Luke’s version makes this more clear (Lk 6:37-42). Jesus 
also teaches the community of faith is responsible for providing discipline to its members (18:15-20). 
How do you feel about being judged and/or forgiven by the same standards you apply to others (7:2)? 
Are you harder on others or on yourself? What is the spiritual issue that lies behind each perspective? 
  
7:13 What makes it difficult to embody God’s reign in our current culture? 
  
7:15 Jesus presents two teachings in tension with one another. The tree/fruit (7:15) and the hear/doer 
teachings (7:24-27) encourage us to pay attention to actions and perform good works. The “Lord, 
Lord” passage (7:21-23) suggests that good works (prophesy, casting out demons, deeds of power) 
are not sufficient to earn God’s favor. We are called to “know” Jesus. What does Jesus mean by “I 
never knew you?” Which is the larger problem in your life: knowing Jesus or performing good works? 
 



 

 

Lesson #4                             Teacher 
  
When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” - 
Matthew 9:36-38   
  
Devotion: Read Matthew 9:14-17. Although people in the region are celebrating Jesus’ ministry (Mt 
4:23-25), the religious leaders grow increasingly angry as he challenges religious traditions based on 
the old covenant (Mt 9:2-3). John’s disciples ask a reasonable question: why does Jesus ignore the 
practice of fasting? The Pharisees and John’s disciples fast to commemorate Moses receiving the 
Law and destruction of the first Temple - old covenant milestones. Jesus responds with three 
analogies which all make the same point: a new, messianic age has come. We have been longing for 
God to send the Messiah, and here he is! Like those celebrating a wedding, the waiting of betrothal is 
over. The bridegroom has arrived (Eph 5:25; Rev 19:7-9, 22:17). No one uses new cloth as a patch 
because it will shrink and tear the old, well-worn fabric. The ways of the new, messianic age will not 
function according to the Law of the old covenant. An old wineskin is stretched out and cannot handle 
the pressure of wine that is still fermenting. God is communicating with creation in a new way, 
through the Messiah. Now is the time to look forward to what God is doing rather than look back to 
the past. The Messiah’s followers will be led by the Spirit, not the Law. What criteria should we use to 
evaluate traditions? What religious traditions have you seen change in your life? Which ones should 
change? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Fast for some period of time (24 hours is good goal, but not required). 
You may choose to fast from technology, television, meat, food, everything but water, etc. Be sure to 
incorporate some form of prayer into your time of fasting.   
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
9:15 Jesus does not reject fasting in general (Mt 6:16-17) but insists the spiritual practice is not a 
weekly ritual obligation. Jesus points to the remembrance of his own death as an example of when 
fasting is appropriate. Many Christians fast in some form on Friday to commemorate Jesus’ sacrifice 
on the cross. Fasting opens our hearts to God and makes our prayer time much more powerful. If you 
have not tried it, you should. If you have fasted, how was your experience?   
  
The Kingdom of God is compared to a wedding feast (Mt 22:1-14; 25:1-13). The future relationship 
between the church and the Messiah is described in the same way (Rev 19:7; 22:17). When do 
modern Christians “feast” together? In Jesus’ day, wedding feasts were elaborate celebrations, often 
lasting seven days. Do we feast enough in the Church? 
  
9:16 The new patch and the old garment are not to be used together. Christian faith has risen out of 
Judaism, but that does not mean our heritage determines the form or boundaries of the new covenant 
community. 
  
9:17 Read Mark 2:21-22 and Luke 5:36-39. Notice in Matthew, Jesus says “both are preserved.” Mark 
leaves the reader with the clear impression the “new” is better; Luke makes a point to say the “old” is 
still good. If the old and new “wine” is a metaphor for the old and new covenants, Matthew’s emphasis 
is on Jesus fulfilling the old covenant, not replacing it. 
 

 

 



 

 

Lesson #5                             Teacher 
  
When Jesus had finished saying these things, crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he 
taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. - Matthew 7:28-29 
  
Devotion: Read Matthew 15:1-20. After a series of negative encounters, the tension between the 
religious leaders and Jesus reaches a boiling point. Jesus criticizes their traditions and challenges 
their authority. The Pharisees and scribes accuse Jesus’ disciples of not washing according to 
customary purity ceremonies. The issue is not hygiene but the disciples’ failure to participate in a 
ritual based on oral tradition. Jesus teaches that while the Law is good, not all traditions based on the 
Law are. He points to a tradition that says if people give an amount to the temple equal to what they 
would have spent on their parents, they are released from the parental obligations ascribed by the 
Law (Ex 20:12). The leaders support this self-serving rule even though it ignores the intent of the 
Law. The goal of purity traditions is to remind people to have a pure mind and heart. Such traditions 
are not a bad thing, but only going through the motions of the ritual misses the goal. Being formed as 
God’s people from the inside out is what matters. Why do leaders so often stress rule-keeping? How 
hard is it to measure internal integrity? What current church rules have outlived their usefulness?   
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Romans 2:13-16. What rules did you have as a child? What was 
the intent behind those rules? How many of those rules still apply to you? What are church traditions 
you follow? What is the intent behind those traditions? Where are you only following the rules when 
you should be allowing God to do something deeper within you? 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read Matthew 9:32-34; 12:1-14, 22-32, 38-42 to gain perspective on the growing tension in Jesus’ 
relationship with the religious leaders. 
  
15:1 The Pharisees view the written Law as superior to oral traditions, but those “traditions of the 
elders” still carry significant weight. Consider the doctrine of the Trinity. While this oral tradition is not 
explained clearly in scripture, orthodox Christians consider it vitally important. Some Christians seek 
to make parts of the Law, such as the Ten Commandments, binding on Christians. What does 
Galatians 5:3 teach us about this temptation? What positive role can the Law in general or the Ten 
Commandments in particular play even if they are not binding? How might the historical perspective 
offered by the Law help Christians rely on the Holy Spirit to fulfill the two great commandments (Jn 
16:12-15; Mt 22:34-40)? 
  
15:2 This oral tradition is based on a strict interpretation of Leviticus 15 concerning bodily discharges. 
The goal of that passage is to prevent the spread of disease, in particular sexually transmitted 
diseases. The Pharisees have made washing a ritual action unrelated to disease. 
  
15:8 Jesus quotes Isaiah 29:13. What do these words have to say to the modern church? 
  
15:11 Compare this passage to the vision of Peter (Acts 10:9-16; 11:1-10). What does it teach us 
about God that food labeled “unclean” in the Law is now considered “clean?” 
  
15:13 The implication is that if you take offense at Jesus’ words, you have not been planted by the 
Father. Jesus’ denouncement of the religious leaders is powerful. How should the average Christian 
believer treat people who want to argue about religion? What should our aim be? 
  



 

 

15:5 “Parable’ is defined here as “a hidden meaning” rather than a story. They are confused because 
Jesus’ teaching (setting aside the ritual for the greater meaning behind the ritual) is something new. 
How radical is it today? 
  
15:17 Just as his parables are drawn from everyday life, Jesus uses a very earthy metaphor. His 
point is clear: “cleanliness” has nothing to do with what food is eaten because all food becomes 
“unclean” in the body, ending up in the sewer. 
  
15:18 Our morality is demonstrated by how we respond to the world. The “heart” symbolizes the seat 
of our emotional responses (1 Chron 28:9). The mouth verbalizes the heart’s intention. Sin and 
righteousness first occur inwardly, and then our actions reflect our intentions. Our hearts need to be 
cleaned, not our hands. 
  
15:19 Harmful actions toward others are defiling, reflecting an inner, evil intention. The list reflects the 
prohibitions of the Ten Commandments. 
  
15:20 Here Jesus finally answers the original issue: people are defiled by the evil in their hearts 
coming to fruition in their actions, not by failure to participate in ritual purification. 
  
Read Luke 11:37-54 to see the next phase of Jesus’ relationship with the Pharisees and lawyers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson #6                             Teacher 
  

You don’t pay taxes—they take taxes! - Chris Rock   
  

Devotion: Read Matthew 22:15-22. The religious leaders want to trap Jesus with a hot button political 
issue. The Pharisees and the common people hate their Roman oppressors. In return for power and 
favor, the Herodians support Rome and the idea of paying Caesar’s taxes. If Jesus publicly supports 
the tax (one Roman denarius per person), the crowd will turn against him. If he says people should 
not pay the tax, he can be arrested as a revolutionary. The fact they have coins in their pocket shows 
they already cooperate with Rome. The coin’s inscription reads "Caesar Augustus Tiberius, son of the 
Divine Augustus.” In other words, it reads “Caesar…son of God.” Jesus avoids saying to pay the tax 
or not. He points out that if you have the coin, you are cooperating with Rome, receiving the benefits 
of that relationship, and are beholden to Caesar. If we receive benefits from the government, we 
should not be surprised that Rome expects something from us in return. His statement “give back to 
Caesar...” forces the question back on them, and us. Where have we compromised ourselves with 
government, culture, the world, etc.? What part of you and your possessions belong to God? If 
everything in your life belongs to God, then live in a way that honors God with all things. If I tithe 
(donating 10% of income), can I do whatever I want with the other 90%? Does the 90% also belong to 
God? Should the Church stop accepting tax-free status from the government? What does the 
government expect in return for this benefit? 
  

Personal Worship Option: What is your attitude toward paying taxes? ...toward giving financially to 
the church? ...toward other charitable giving? ...toward spending on yourself? What do your attitudes 
in these areas teach you about yourself? Spend time in prayer reflecting on your approach to 
finances.   
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read Matthew 17:24-27. Why does Jesus respond differently to the question about paying the temple 
tax? How do the two settings affect his response? Should Christians pay taxes that support activities 
they feel are immoral?   
  

22:15 Herodians and Pharisees are enemies. Herodians support the dynasty of Herod, which is 
currently led by Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee. The fact they are working with the Pharisees 
demonstrates that both sides fear Jesus more than they hate each other. What is the danger of 
religious groups aligning themselves too closely with political power? 
  

22:17 Both Zealots and Pharisees believe paying taxes to a foreign oppressor is unacceptable. The 
difference is zealots are willing to use force to achieve independence while Pharisees are not willing 
to begin a revolution. The way the question is phrased suggests the answer will be that Jesus is a 
zealot. Is it ever acceptable for Christians to use violence to achieve their ends? 
  

22:18 Their hypocrisy is evident in that these two groups, who do not agree on the issue of taxes, are 
working in conjunction with each other to trap Jesus. 
  

22:21 Jesus accepts that Caesar currently holds the worldly power. That truth is symbolized by the 
coin, which can only be minted by those in charge. Jesus does not address whether God is pleased 
with this situation or Caesar has the right to rule Israel. Jesus’ answer does not divide the world into 
sacred and secular jurisdictions, although that is a popular interpretation. Nor does he answer the 
question of what belongs to God and what belongs to Caesar. He leaves that up to the listener to 
decide. No person can serve two masters (Mt 6:24). What are the current political hot button issues 
Christians face? 
 



 

 

Lesson #7                             Teacher 
  
I remind everybody that the Sabbath was the Jewish gift to civilization. - Edgar Bronfman, Sr. 
  
Devotion: Read Mark 2:23-28. The Pharisees believe Jesus’ disciples are breaking the Law by 
working on the Sabbath. Jesus answers their question with one of his own, referring to 1 Samuel 
21:2-7. In that passage, David has been anointed King by the prophet Samuel, while King Saul stills 
on the throne. David, fleeing from Saul, eats the bread reserved for the priests (Lev 24:9). Jesus 
suggests two different reasons for quoting the passage. His “Sabbath was made for man…” comment 
suggests he, like David or any person, is excused from the Law by the circumstances of his hunger. 
To keep the letter of the Law (no physical labor) is not as important as keeping the spirit of the Law 
(set aside a day of Sabbath). His second comment, “the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath” 
suggests that Jesus claims, like David, to be the anointed King that is not yet recognized. As King, he 
is the one to rightfully interpret and apply the Law. Imagine how difficult it is for these religious leaders 
to hear what Jesus is saying with an open heart and mind! What do we have to do with pre-conceived 
notions to be open to God’s Spirit? What is the spirit of the Law behind the Sabbath? How can you 
know when you are breaking the Sabbath? Can you know if someone else is? Is it possible for the 
church to make hard and fast rules about the Sabbath for everyone to follow? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Spend time in prayer today, expressing your gratitude for the good gifts 
of God’s creation. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read the very next passage, Mark 3:1-6, noting how Luke presents two Sabbath controversies 
together. How might our 2:23-28 reading for today influence how we interpret Jesus’ healing of the 
withered hand? 
  
2:23 Pharisees allow “plucking and eating” grain in times of great need, but not “harvesting or 
threshing” (Deut 23:25). Read Mt 12:1-8 and Lk 6:1-5. How do these writers report the “offense?” 
How does that small difference change the appearance of the Pharisees in the texts? 
  
Written for a Gentile Christian audience, there is an emphasis throughout the gospel of Mark on how 
Jesus steps away from Jewish legalism. How does the Church tailor its message for different 
audiences? When might changing the method of communicating the message of the gospel change 
the message itself? Can you think of examples demonstrating how people change  the message of 
the good news? 
  
2:24 The Pharisees are not an official party within Judaism. They act as a religious and political force 
putting pressure on groups in the culture to conform to their interpretation of the Law. We might 
compare them to a group of clergy in our culture. A group of ministers today cannot pass laws, but 
their teachings influence how people think and act. What influence do clergy have in our culture? Is 
their influence diminishing or growing? Should it diminish or grow? 
  
2:27 This passage, omitted in Matthew and Luke, is used by the early Church to justify moving the 
Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday, the day of resurrection. Sunday becomes the primary day of 
worship by the beginning of the 2nd century. 
  
2:28 Are you keeping a weekly Sabbath? Why or why not? 
 
 



 

 

Week 3 - Healer 
Lesson #1                      Healer 
  

The people were all so amazed they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with 
authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.”  - Mark 1:27 
  

Before we read this week, we must remember Jesus believes his teaching on God’s kingdom (the call 
to submit to God's reign on earth) is more important than performing physical healing. Jesus heals as 
a way to point people toward that good news. This essential truth helps answer questions such as 
why people have different reactions to his power and why Jesus stops healing toward the end of his 
ministry. 
  

Devotion: Read Mark 2:1-12. Jesus returns home in order to teach, and he draws a large crowd. A 
demonstration of faith moves him to pronounce forgiveness. The religious leaders’ negative reaction 
then leads him to heal the man so the leaders will “know that the Son of Man authority on earth to 
forgive sins.” Jesus heals as a way to establish his role and authenticate his teaching. Healing 
always invites us to something more: an increased faith, a call to submission, a new understanding of 
God's activity on earth, etc. Who demonstrates faith in this story? How is that faith expressed? How 
do you think the homeowner feels? What does this teach us about what it means to be a friend? Who 
is supposed to learn from the healing? Is the "kingdom" lesson sometimes for someone other than 
the person being healed? How is this story like a microcosm of Jesus’ entire ministry?  
 

Personal Worship Option: Read Isaiah 53:3-5. You are not alone in your sufferings. God 
understands pain and affliction. For many years the Church taught that when we bear pain with faith 
and trust, we discover a deeper connection with Jesus than we might normally have. Call or visit 
someone who suffers physically, then spend time afterwards aware of God’s presence. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
This story is actually the first of five passages where Jesus faces controversy over his authority. Read 
Mark 2:13 - 3:6, noticing how these passages build on one another. 
  

2:1 Jesus has moved from Nazareth to Capernaum, another northern town on the coast of the Sea of 
Galilee.  Some suggest the events that follow occur in Jesus’ own home. How does that change your 
interpretation of his response to a hole in the roof? 
  

2:4 Palestinian roofs in this era are flat, made of clay and straw on wooden rafters. “Digging through” 
is not an everyday act. How is this action related to faith? How is faith displayed? 
  

2:5 Faith cannot yet mean belief in Jesus’ resurrection or divinity. For these men, it means receptivity 
to God’s presence and power in Jesus. Does it mean the same after the resurrection? 
  

2:7 Blasphemy is any language which slanders God or damages people’s opinion of God. Compare 
this to Mark 14:60-64. What language do you use that might fail to give God glory or damages 
someone else’s opinion of God? Can a tone of voice be blasphemous? 
  

2:10 Jesus claims equality with God, who alone forgives sin. The term “Son of Man” is taken from 
Daniel 7:11-13, where it refers to a representative of God’s people facing opposition from evil. In 
Daniel, God vindicates and gives authority to the Son of Man. 
  

2:11 How does our view of God change if we see all healing (small wounds, infections, etc.) as a sign 
God has power to forgive sin and bring spiritual wholeness? 
  

2:12 What must be in place in our life so we move from amazement at God’s activity to believing 
Jesus has authority to forgive sin? 



 

 

Lesson #2                      Healer 
  

Everything that happens to us has been designed for our spiritual growth. - M. Scott Peck 
  

While most Christians are comfortable discussing physical healing, many find spiritual healing an 
uncomfortable topic. That discomfort leads some to conclude exorcism is a primitive way to describe 
healing diseases such as epilepsy or multiple personality disorder (Lk 17:14). However, we must not 
dismiss the spiritual side of creation too quickly. Scripture teaches we are both physical and spiritual 
beings. If you lose your arm or legs, you remain "you." Every cell in your body has been replaced or 
modified significantly since birth. What makes you the same person? You are more than a body, the 
sum of your physical parts. And the spiritual part of you needs healing, forgiveness, and God's 
power as much as the physical. 
  

Devotion: Read Luke 4:31-44. Jesus can heal in both the spiritual and physical realms. He moves 
easily between exorcizing demons and rebuking a fever. However, we should not miss the point of 
these encounters. Once again, Jesus begins by teaching. We are told both before and after he casts 
out the unclean spirit that Jesus speaks with authority. Then Jesus stops all acts of healing and 
leaves for another town. “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God...because that is why 
I was sent” (4:43). Jesus exorcizes evil spirits for the same reason he brings physical healing, as a 
sign of his “authority and power” to teach God’s way of life. If we focus too much attention on the 
healing event itself, we can be distracted from the good news that should transform every aspect of 
our lives. What “good” things occasionally distract you from viewing the world as God desires? 
Should the church offer more instruction on the spiritual worldview of the Bible? Does pondering the 
spiritual realm of existence encourage or discourage you from being more faithful? What do you 
believe about the spiritual realm of life? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Pray the following: Lord, look upon me with eyes of mercy, may your 
healing hand rest upon me, may your life-giving power flow into every cell in my body, and into the 
depths of my soul, cleansing, purifying, and restoring me to wholeness and strength for service in 
your Kingdom… finish this prayer with your own thoughts and words. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
4:33 Luke clarifies this is an impure spirit because he believes both good and bad spirits exist in the 
world. What role, if any, do you assign to angels and demons in your life? Can other beings (people, 
angels, demons) make you do good or evil? Can the Holy Spirit make you do good? What role does 
the Holy Spirit play in your life? Do you imagine angels and demons having more or less power than 
the Spirit of God in you life? 
  

4:35 Throughout the gospels, Jesus refuses to allow demons to announce his identity. Most likely this 
reflects the common biblical belief that knowing or uttering someone’s name is way of claiming power 
over them, insinuating an ability to judge their purpose and actions. Another possibility is that Jesus 
does not want to contribute to the problem of people seeing him as a miracle worker or political 
Messiah rather than listening to his teachings on God’s reign. This might also be the reason he 
departs, to prevent them from defining him the wrong way. 
  

4:35 Jesus uses a phrase similar to “muzzle your mouth.” The Greek term translated “threw the man 
down” is used by ancient physicians to describe convulsions. Luke is a physician (Col 4:14). 
  

4:38 Compare this verse to Mark’s version (Mk 1:29-31). 
  

4:40 As sun sets, the Sabbath ends, so those who need healing can now be carried to Jesus. Jesus 
heals by laying on his hands, as opposed to rebuking the fever as he did with Simon’s mother-in-law. 
Jesus employs other methods of healing as well (Jn 4:50, 9:6). 



 

 

Lesson #3                      Healer 
  
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. - Jesus, Matthew 28:18 
  
Once we know Jesus heals in order to encourage us to submit to the reign of God in this world, some 
healing stories take on a greater meaning. For the remainder of the week, we will examine how five 
such passages teach different lessons about what it means to seek or reject the good news of Jesus’ 
new covenant.   
 
Devotion: Read Matthew 8:5-13. As Jesus’ words about final judgment makes clear, this story is 
about more than healing a servant at a distance. The Roman centurion is a Gentile, excluded from 
the Jewish covenant community. Yet, he is found to be faithful. His response represents the best 
possible reaction to God’s reign on earth! When he encounters Jesus, he acknowledges and submits 
to Jesus’ authority. Jesus says many such outsiders will be welcome to eat with God’s people in 
heaven while some Jews who assume they are safely in God’s fold will be cast out. The issue is not 
whether we are keeping the laws, rules, and traditions; the question is will we submit to Jesus when 
we encounter him and his word. Given the centurion’s response, how would you define faith? What 
are indications someone has faith? Is there a connection between faith and communal worship 
attendance? Do people who do good works always have faith?   
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Romans 14:7-12. What does this verse teach that we might need 
to embody during times of suffering? What do you want to remember when you see others suffering? 
How can you act to show kindness to someone suffering today?   
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
8:5 A centurion is a Roman soldier in charge of one hundred men. He is roughly equivalent to a 
noncommissioned officer overseeing a small garrison. Like the leper in the previous story (8:1-4), this 
Gentile refers to Jesus as “Lord.” He is presented as kind and concerned about his young slave. 
Remember that Matthew is written for a Jewish audience. 
  
8:7 Jesus’ response is surprising. Jews will not normally enter a Gentile home since doing so makes 
them ritually unclean. The soldier’s response may indicate an awareness of the difficulty such a visit 
potentially places on Jesus. 
  
8:9 The centurion assumes Jesus is “under authority,” as he is. This assumption acknowledges God 
as the source of healing power and recognizes Jesus as God’s emissary. 
  
8:10 The description of Jesus as “amazed,” as well as his words criticizing the Israelites’ lack of deep 
faith, reflects a tension in the gospels regarding Gentiles. This centurion is received well, but at times 
Gentiles are categorized in less than flattering ways (10:5-6; 15:21-28). What is clear is that many 
who should be open to God’s power are not, and many we assume are closed off to God’s presence 
are actively submitting to that authority. What does submission to Jesus mean for us now? How can 
the Church keep an open mind about “gentiles?” 
  
8:11 This is a clear statement from Jesus that Gentiles will be admitted to the messianic banquet (Is 
25:6-8) at the time of judgment. However, the early church goes through a time a great struggle 
regarding the acceptance of Gentiles (Acts 10, 15). 
  
8:12 In Matthew, Jesus often uses this description of judgment (13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30). What 
are the images of judgment that encourage you to be faithful? 



 

 

Lesson #4                      Healer 
  
Mammon, n.: The god of the world's leading religion. - Ambrose Bierce 
  
Devotion: The Roman centurion in yesterday’s reading responds faithfully to Jesus ministry, but not 
every Gentile does. Read Matthew 8:28 - 9:1. Many people ask Jesus to stay when they witness his 
power; the people of Gadara beg him to leave. These Gentiles are angry that his healing of two 
demon possessed men cost them a significant amount of money in the loss of the community’s pig 
herd. Sadly, this too is a sign of the kingdom of God. Simon prophecies that Jesus “is destined to 
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and a sign that will be spoken against” (Lk 2:34). Jesus 
says his ministry will divide even families (Mt 10:34-39). His encounter with the rich, young man 
reaffirms that some people will not follow Jesus if it costs them too much financially (Mt 19:16-26). 
Since we spend money on what we value, economics and faith are forever bound together. 
Does following Jesus cost you financially? How much would we sacrifice to help people in a 
desperate situation find healing, salvation, etc.? Would you sacrifice half your wealth? Will we 
sacrifice more if those who are struggling are members of our family? When have you seen money 
become a hindrance to faith?  
 
Personal Worship Option: Both suffering and healing come in many forms. Pray for those unable to 
become pregnant, whose children have gone astray, who have lost people to death, are orphans, are 
going through divorce, are addicted, are facing death, whose loved ones face death, are unemployed, 
who have no hope, and those contemplating suicide. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Compare this account with Mark 5:1-20. Some believe Matthew prefers to report stories as occurring 
to two persons (9:27, 20:29, 21:28) because Jewish audiences feel two witnesses to an event have 
more power than one. 
  
8:28 Gadara is a city to the east of the Jordan River, southeast from the Sea of Galilee. The presence 
of a pig herd demonstrates this is a Gentile territory. 
  
8:29 The demons fear the power of Jesus. Perhaps these spiritual beings, unclean as they are, 
recognize the authority of Jesus because they see the creation through a spiritual lens (17:1-
8).  Ultimately the issue is not whether spiritual forces have power or impact on humanity, but how we 
acknowledge and submit to the one ultimate power, God. Would you feel comfortable participating in 
the blessing of a home? In an exorcism? How are those two services different? 
  
“Before the appointed time” refers to the moment in the future when God stops time, judges all 
creation, and destroys every evil power (Dan 7:13-14; 1 Cor 15:24-25). 
  
8:31 The demons seek permission to possess pigs, since apparently demons must have some 
physical body in order to function in the material world (12:43-45). In Jewish thinking, the pig is the 
most unclean of animals. However, the pigs rushing over the bank to their death is a sign even the 
pigs reject such an evil presence. Again, like all Jesus’ healings, this is a sign of the kingdom of God. 
The demonic is cast forth and destroyed in the presence of God. What needs to be cast out of your 
spiritual life? 
  
8:34 Some suggest the town’s request is based on fear that Jesus is a dangerous demon of some 
high rank. This same charge is made against him by the religious leaders (12:24-29). 
 



 

 

Lesson #5                      Healer 
  

The function of prayer is not to influence God, but rather to change the nature of the one who prays. - 
Soren Kierkegaarde 
  

Devotion: Read Mark 5:21-43. Everybody wants a piece of Jesus, but not everyone has a good 
reason. Some see Jesus as an attraction, a source of entertainment. Jairus and the bleeding woman 
are different. They desperately seek God’s healing. Each must overcome community expectations to 
reach out to Jesus. As a synagogue leader, Jairus is used to privilege and respect, but he humbly 
falls at Jesus’ feet. The same purity regulations that label the woman “unclean” for 12 years now 
forbid her from touching Jesus. Both risk rejection by the community to find healing. When Jesus 
stops the world to honor her faith, it is a sign God is doing a new thing, placing the well-being of 
people over traditions and regulations. What do you need to risk or release to seek God? What 
community expectations hold us back? 
  

The connection between faith and healing is elusive. Sometimes Jesus says faith is the reason a 
person is healed, such as the bleeding woman. But it is the faith of Jairus, not his daughter, which 
brings healing. Sometimes nobody expresses faith (Mk 5:1-13). Scripture does not offer a consistent 
formula for healing which the faithful are called to follow. Sadly, those who read these passages 
looking for a healing manual miss the larger point: Jesus heals so people will listen to his teaching 
and submit to God’s presence now. Is the desire to obtain step-by-step directions which result in 
healing a temptation to sin or a faithful desire? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Pray the “Serenity Prayer: ”God, grant me the serenity to accept the 
things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to distinguish the one 
from the other. Amen. Meditate on what this means for you today. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
5:21 Those who ask why the modern Church does not experience physical healing as it is found in 
scripture overlook that people are astounded by Jesus’ healing power. 
  

5:25 Read Leviticus 15:19-30 for a complete list of legal requirements for bleeding women. 
  

5:27 Compare this to Mark 5:27. Jesus’ cloak is not magic, but faith drives people to touch him. Read 
Acts 19:11-12. A few believe this Acts passage represents an early church legend Luke incorporates 
into his writing. Others think this represents the tradition of supplying people with cloths that have 
been prayed over by the community as a reminder they are not alone. 
  

5:30 Notice how Luke converts Mark’s description into a Jesus’ saying (Lk 8:45-46). 
  

5:36 Jesus compassionately encourages Jairus to maintain faith in the face of death. In God’s 
kingdom, death is an inconvenient, painful reality, but it does not have the final word. 
  

5:39 Christian tradition sees two possibilities in this text. First, the little girl is dead, and this is a 
resuscitation story (not technically a “resurrection” since the person will die again). Second, the writer 
is building excitement regarding Jesus’ power by reporting a simple healing early in the narrative 
(1:29-31), a near-death healing here (5:39), and then the conquering of death in Jesus’ own 
resurrection (16:1-8). 
  

5:40 The laughter expresses scorn, preparing the reader for 15:16-20, 31-32 (Acts 17:32). 
  

5:41 The theme of purity regulations continues since touching a dead body makes Jesus unclean 
(Num 19:11). 
 



 

 

Lesson #6                      Healer 
  
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness 
and  snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell, Satan, and all the evil spirits who prowl throughout 
the world, seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. - the Prayer of St. Michael 
  
Devotion: Read Luke 13:10-17. The resistance Jesus receives from the synagogue leader is part of 
a growing opposition from Pharisees and scribes (Lk 5:17-26, 30; 6:1-5, 6-11; 7:36-50; 11:14-23, 37-
54; 12:1-3). Jesus heals on the Sabbath knowing the religious leaders are watching, looking for a 
reason to arrest him (11:53-54). Jesus is acting out of a new covenant understanding. The old 
covenant religious establishment does not understand and are not open to that change. The question 
of whether or not to heal on the Sabbath represents a clear difference of opinion regarding the role of 
religion and faith in life. The Pharisees and scribes see people's problems as subservient to keeping 
the rules. The traditions trump their needs. Jesus believes traditions should serve to draw people 
closer to God. Jesus calls them hypocrites because they are willing to make exceptions to their 
traditions - which indicates they know their real purpose. When we keep rules simply so the rule-
keepers feel powerful and in control, then we have lost sight of God’s presence. Can you think of any 
rules or laws so definitive, no exceptions are ever made for them? What is the connection between 
rules and living in moderation?  
 
Personal Worship Option: Find a place of rest today. Spend time there. If you need something to 
help you focus on God’s presence, pray a breathe prayer: Lord Jesus Christ (as you breathe in), have 
mercy on me (as you breathe out). 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
13:10 Again, we note Jesus is teaching when the opportunity for healing arises. Likewise, he returns 
immediately to teaching about the kingdom of God (13:18-22). 
  
13:11 Where were you 18 years ago?  Ponder that length of time. The woman is described as being 
bound by an evil spirit (13:11) and by Satan (13:16). The two terms are used interchangeably. 
  
13:12 The woman does not come to Jesus expressing faith. Rather, Jesus calls her forward. When 
he describes her as a “daughter of Abraham” (13:16), it may indicate she is faithful, but clearly she 
does not pursue healing. This demonstrates yet another circumstance in which Jesus heals. 
  
13:14 The Law forbids work on the Sabbath (Ex 20:8-11; Deut 5:14). However, traditions surrounding 
that Sabbath restriction allow for the care of animals if requirements are met that limit the work. Who 
should decide when an exception should be made in a tradition? 
  
13:16 Jesus reinterprets Sabbath restrictions to allow that which honors God and frees God’s people. 
How might these boundaries help the church decide how to keep Sabbath now? Using this criteria, 
what are examples of activities Christians should avoid that are socially acceptable? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson #7                      Healer 
  

Kindness is a language the deaf can hear and the blind can see. - Mark Twain 
  

Devotion: Our reading today is a little longer than most, but it is an excellent way to close our week 
on healing. Read John 9. This story demonstrates why Jesus heals [so God’s power can be revealed 
through his situation]; the way faith can grow following a healing [the man moves from describing 
Jesus as “the man they call Jesus” (9:11) to “a prophet” (9:17) to describing himself as a disciple and 
defending him (9:27-33)]; and the increasingly hostile reaction of the religious leadership to that faith 
in Jesus. We cannot help but compare the increasing faith of the formerly blind man with the 
increasing blindness of the sighted religious leaders. Having physical sight is no guarantee you can 
see the light of the world. We know from experience that physical healing does not always make us 
more faithful, kind, or loving people. The most powerful form of healing in the cosmos occurs when 
we find forgiveness and peace with God. 
 

This is the last healing Jesus performs in the gospel of John. His healings have accomplished their 
task: those open to God’s activity in the world now know “the Son of man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins” (Mk 2:10). Jesus stops healing people in the other gospels as he enters Jerusalem for 
his passion, death, and resurrection (Mt 20:29-34; Mk 10:46-52; Lk 18:35-43). Given what we have 
read this week, how should we approach prayers for healing?  
 

Personal Worship Option: Read James 5:13-16. Spend time in prayer today, for yourself and others 
who suffer. Include a confession of your sin. Do your best to come before God in complete 
authenticity. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
9:3 Jesus rejects the common assumption that all illness is punishment for sin. However, he does not 
say sin never plays a role in affliction. How should we view suffering if we cannot assume illness is 
punishment for sin? How do you want people to approach you when you suffer? 
  

9:5 The theme of Jesus as the light of the world is common in John (1:5, 9; 3:19; 8:12). 
  

9:6 The early church saw baptismal images in this passages, including Jesus placing mud on the 
man’s eyes as a form of anointing, like the anointing with oil prior to baptism. If this is intended by 
John, what should we learn about baptism from the passage? 
  

9:7 Siloam is the water source for the Festival of Booths (Lev 23:42-43), which honors 40 years of 
wandering in the wilderness before entering the Promised Land. Jesus causes division at the Festival 
and references the water (Jn 7). How is Jesus’ use of this water symbolic for this man? 
  

9:16 “Kneading,” the act of making the mud, is forbidden by their tradition, especially since the man’s 
condition is not life threatening. 
  

9:22 Expulsion from the synagogue is found elsewhere in John (9:34; 12:42-43; 16:2). 
  

9:27 The man’s question “do you want to become his disciples too?” in Greek assumes a negative 
response. His ironic tone suggests he does not fear their anger. 
  

9:35 Jesus’ exchange with the now sighted man is a model for conversion. He believes Jesus’ 
testimony and responds with a profession of faith and worship. 
  

9:39 Jesus’ teaching and ministry is intended to push people to decide what they believe. To reject 
the power of God when it is displayed in front of you is the worst of sins (Mt 12:22-32). 
  

9:40 What do church leaders need to learn from this exchange? 



 

 

Week 4 - Compassionate Hospitality 
Lesson #1                Compassionate Hospitality 
  

You may call God love, you may call God goodness. But the best name for God is compassion. - 
Meister Eckhart 
  

Jesus’ teaches us to submit to the reign of God on earth, and he heals as a sign of his authority to 
proclaim such a radical idea. This week we examine another sign of God’s kingdom: the way Jesus 
welcomes all people. In a world where those in power tend to exclude others, Jesus welcomes and 
engages all. 
  

Devotion: Read Matthew 9:9-13. Matthew collects taxes for the occupying Roman government in the 
form of tolls paid by travelers entering Capernaum (9:1). Such tax collectors, Jews working for the 
oppressors, are despised by the people. Jesus upsets many, including the religious leaders, by 
choosing Matthew. Pharisees assume only those who attain and display righteousness should be 
welcomed. So, those whose sin is visible are excluded and avoided. To exclude based on prior sinful 
action creates an almost insurmountable barrier for the excluded. Jesus demands faith, a response of 
trust and submission to the presence of God rather than prior moral conduct. Jesus comes as a 
doctor, viewing the faith community a place of healing for those suffering. The Pharisees see the 
covenant community as a fortress where only righteous people may enter. How do you envision the 
Church: field hospital, gated community, welcoming center for conversation, school, or fortress to 
protect those inside from evil outside? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read this invitation to Holy Communion: Christ our Lord invites to his 
table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. 
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. Spend time in confession and 
contemplating how you need to live in peace this week. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
What do we learn about Matthew from how he chooses to introduce himself in this story?   
  

9:9 Matthew follows Mark’s version of this story, but changes the name from “Levi” (Mk 2:14).  Jewish 
agents of the occupying Roman authorities are seen as not only traitors but violators of Torah 
regulations for handling Gentile currency which held pagan images. Tax collectors also have a 
reputation for accepting bribes. What professions or groups have bad reputations in our culture? How 
do such reputations cloud our ability to welcome and include individuals? 
  

Matthew follows Jesus immediately, like the fisherman (4:18-22). What is the writer communicating to 
us: Jesus has charisma, those who follow are ready and longing for change, or he and others have 
heard Jesus teaching already and did not need to ask questions…? 
  

9:11 “Sinners” refers to non-observant Jews who violate the Law. To eat in the home of a tax collector 
makes Jesus ceremonially unclean. All cultures consider eating together to be an intimate action. The 
fact Jesus dines with socially outcast people is more radical than most modern Christians realize. 
What boundaries does our culture place on eating with people? 
  

9:12 This statement is quite ironic since the Pharisees are “sick” but do not recognize their need for 
help. What does Jesus’ comment teach us about confession of sin and self reflection? 
  

9:13 Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6 both here and in 12:1-8. What is communicated to the faithful by this 
passage?  How is this passage an overview of his ministry? 
 

The Greek verb translated “to call” is the same one used in 22:1-10 where it refers to inviting people 
to the kingdom of heaven’s wedding feast. 



 

 

Lesson #2                Compassionate Hospitality 
  

In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. - Galatians 3:26-28 
  

Devotion: Read Luke 8:1-3. In a world where females are treated as property and some Pharisees 
question if women are intellectually capable of understanding the Torah, Jesus welcomes them as 
followers, alongside the twelve disciples. In fact, the women provide resources, financing Jesus’ three 
year ministry. Luke points out Jesus’ female followers are at the crucifixion (23:49), are the first to 
discover the empty tomb (24:10), and are present in the upper room at Pentecost (Acts 1:14). 
  

Today, women are still not treated as equal to men in the majority of churches around the world. 
Some denominations and church leaders welcome and include women, just as some led the fight 
against slavery and for civil rights for all, but other Christians fight against such changes. The United 
Methodist Church celebrates women’s ministry and began ordaining female pastors in 1956. How 
should churches decide which changes to welcome and which to avoid? What are the obstacles and 
temptations Christians face when dealing with social change? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Romans 10:12-13. Who are the groups of people you have a hard 
time welcoming into your life?  Those who are difficult for you to receive may not reflect any cultural 
list, but we all have people who are hard to love. Who is on your list? Pray for God to open your heart 
toward all people. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
While it is surprising women are accepted as disciples in this culture (Jn 4:27), Luke presents this in 
an understated way. This suggests the early church to whom he writes is already comfortable with 
female participation (Acts 16:14; 1 Cor 16:19-20; Phil 4:2-3; 2 Tim 4:19-21). 
  

8:1 Again, Jesus is presented as primarily a teacher of the kingdom of God rather than healer or 
miracle worker. “The twelve” are introduced in Luke 6:13-16. 
  

8:2 Many people assume these women first begin to follow Jesus after he heals them. If so, they may 
be connected to Luke 4:40-41 or 6:17-19. 
  

Mary is called Magdalene because she is from Magadala, most likely the modern city of Mejdel. 
There is no reason to connect Mary with the woman caught in adultery in 7:36-50, but tradition often 
ties the two together. 
  

Note the similarities of this verse with 24:10. Both lists name a few specific women as well as 
unnamed “others.” 
  

8:3 This list of female followers is the third story Luke reports concerning Jesus’ relationships with 
women. Luke 7:11-15 introduces a widow whose son is raised from death. 7:36-50 reports the story 
of a woman caught in adultery whom Jesus forgives. What do these three stories demonstrate to us 
about how women are treated in this culture? 
  

Joanna is married to Chuza, the manager of Herod Antipas’ estate, a position of prominence. Jesus’ 
ministry is reaching across socio-economic lines. It also explains why Herod is hearing about Jesus 
(9:7-9). Some speculate he may be the official to which John 4:46-54 refers. 
  

The women provide for “them” meaning Jesus and the twelve, suggesting they are wealthier than the 
disciples, and thus, probably from more respected families. 
 



 

 

Lesson #3               Compassionate Hospitality 
  
I try to give to the poor people for love what the rich could get for money. No, I wouldn’t touch a leper 
for a thousand pounds; yet I willingly cure him for the love of God. - Mother Teresa 
  
Devotion: Read Matthew 8:1-4. Leprosy is a broad term in this day, referring to several types of skin 
disease leading to disfigurement. Because such illnesses are contagious, those suffering from them 
are isolated from others. Nobody comes near them, and certainly nobody touches them. Nobody but 
Jesus. Touch is important for people’s emotional well-being. A handshake, laying a hand on 
someone’s shoulder, a hug - we need human touch. Who are the untouchables in our culture? Who 
did your family teach you to avoid? What are the various ways touch is included in our worship 
rituals? How has social media influenced the ways and frequency in which we touch and connect with 
others? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Isaiah 45:22-23. Find a time today when you can physically kneel 
(beside a bed or desk, at an altar rail, etc.) to pray. Our posture in prayer matters. How does that 
physical position affect you? If you are physically incapable of kneeling, what physical act can you 
perform that accomplishes the same sign of respect and submission? If you choose not to kneel, 
explain to God in prayer why you will not.   
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
8:1 “Down from the mountainside” refers to Jesus teaching on the mountain (5:1). Although the 
passage does not comment on the man’s faith, the fact he endured public disdain to come before 
Jesus in a great crowd demonstrates his belief in Jesus’ authority to heal.  When have you had to 
endure public rejection, disdain, or opposition for your faith? 
  
8:2 To kneel before someone is a sign of submission (Ps 95:6; Phil 2:10). When did you last kneel 
before someone? Where in our culture is kneeling considered appropriate? How does our culture 
demonstrate submission? What value does kneeling have when we pray? 
  
The man suffering from leprosy does not ask to be healed. Rather, he makes a very interesting 
statement. What is significant about the way he approaches Jesus? How does it reflect faith? 
  
8:3 Compare this verse to Mark 1:41. Why might Matthew and Luke (5:12-16) remove the note about 
Jesus’ pity? 
  
8:4 As is often the case in the synoptic gospels, Jesus asks those receiving healing or exorcism to 
not publicize their blessing. No reason is specifically given in the gospels for this “messianic secret,” 
but most scholars believe Jesus desires to be known as a teacher rather than a miracle worker. 
  
Leviticus 14 is a long chapter on dealing with those cleansed from leprosy. The details of the “gift 
Moses commanded” refers to Leviticus 14:10-32. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson #4                Compassionate Hospitality 
  
To understand how God looks at humanity, look in the eyes of parents who has been wounded by 
their children. There is disappointment, yes, but there is an overwhelming longing to embrace and 
love a thousand times deeper than any anger. - Roger Marks 
  
Devotion: Read Luke 18:15-17. Children are considered unimportant and even disposable by the 
powerful in many cultures. Caring for infants is considered low value and low wage work. Jesus not 
only welcomes infants, or “children” as Mark puts it (Mk 10:13), he says they are a model for adults to 
emulate. Jesus wants us to be as open and receptive as children are to blessing and love. Children 
may become ruined by the cynicism and meanness of adults, but when treated with love and 
affection, they respond with love and affection. Followers of Jesus cannot treat children as an 
annoyance, small adults, or property. They are a sign of the presence of God. How were children 
viewed in your family or origin? What can we learn from children about submission, dependence, 
humility, and openness in our relationship with God? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Matthew 18:10. Jesus teaches a very common belief in Judaism, 
that children, along with all the righteous, have representatives in the spiritual realm that 
communicate their needs to God. Just as your physical body has an intelligence beyond your 
awareness (your heart pumps, your stomach functions, your lymph system works without your 
conscious control), so there is more going on in your spiritual life than you are consciously aware. 
Your spirit, and perhaps your angel, communicates to God your longings and needs beyond your 
words. So sit quietly in the presence of God for just a few moments and rest. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
18:15 There is great benefit from studying scripture as we are, one isolated passage at a time. 
However, other forms of study are equally beneficial. For instance, read Luke 18:9-14, 18-30 to see 
today’s pericope in the context Luke places it. How do these three passages work together to teach 
what it means to receive the kingdom of God? 
  
The disciples’ efforts to prevent parents from bringing the children reflects a common attitude toward 
the young in this culture. They feel blessing children is a waste of Jesus’ time. Our own culture 
speaks out of both sides of its mouth about the value of children. What evidence can you offer to 
suggest we value children? What evidence is there we neglect children? What evidence is there we 
value children who look like we do and ignore those who do not look like us? 
  
18:16 Jesus does not say the kingdom of God belongs to children, but it belongs to those who receive 
the reign of God as children receive blessings. What adjectives describes how children receive love, 
care, blessing, etc.? 
  
18:17 The strength of Jesus’ language is surprising. He is not saying we have much to learn from 
children. He says unless we learn to be like children we will not enter the kingdom. Reread Luke 
18:14. Why is humility so important and pride so deadly in a relationship with God? 
  
How is this statement, in one sense, an answer to the question put to Jesus in Luke 17:20? 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson #5                Compassionate Hospitality 
  

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. - Matthew 6:12 
  

Devotion: Read John 7:53 - 8:11. Most of the time, our sins are private, hidden from others. 
However, sometimes sins become public. How do we treat those whose sins become known in the 
community? Jesus does not condone sin, but he asks us to reflect on our own spiritual lives before 
we condemn others. When we seek forgiveness for our sin (come before God, confess, take 
responsibility for choices, and submit to compassion), then we remember God does not forgive 
because we deserve or earn it. God offers grace, undeserved favor. That awareness changes how 
we offer forgiveness to others. Jesus teaches we will receive the forgiveness we offer others (Mt 
6:12). Anyone who believes we earn forgiveness has not yet experienced it. Forgiveness does not 
mean condoning sin or unhealthy behavior. We can forgive a person and still allow them to 
experience the consequences of their choices. Our goal must be to seek a path that will provide the 
best opportunity for new life in Jesus for them and us. When is it difficult for you to forgive? How 
should the church deal with brothers and sisters whose sin is made public? What are examples of 
very difficult circumstances where great wisdom is needed to know how best to respond? When have 
you withheld forgiveness from someone? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Pray this confessional prayer: Merciful God, I confess that I have not 
loved you with my whole heart. I have failed to be an obedient disciple. I have not done your will, and 
I have not loved my neighbors as myself. Forgive me, I pray. Free me for joyful obedience, through 
Jesus Christ my Lord… continue in prayer.   
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
This passage is not found in some of the most ancient manuscripts of this gospel. Some place this 
story after 7:36, 21:25, or even after Luke 21:25. 
  

8:5 The religious leaders refer to Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:22-24. However, those laws 
state both the man and woman are to be stoned. They are applying the Law unevenly. Like the 
Roman coin (Mt 22:15-22), they use the woman as a weapon. If Jesus forgives her, he breaks the 
Law. If he keeps the letter of the Law and approves of her stoning, Jesus condemns himself for 
breaking the Law by healing on the Sabbath. 
  

8:6 They assume Jesus will offer forgiveness rather than stone her according to the Law. What does 
that teach us about his reputation in the community?   
  

Although many suggestions have been made as to what Jesus writes on the ground, we do not know. 
Teachers use dust on the ground in these days before chalkboards. Many believe Jesus writes a list 
of the sins of those standing before him. Roman judges are known to have written judgments before 
speaking them publicly. Some believe he doodles to show his disinterest. 
  

8:7 Jesus’ response places the burden back on the crowd. What will happen if he holds everyone 
present to a strict interpretation of the Law? Who is without sin? How would we feel if our sins are 
made public? What would happen if all your thoughts were made public? 
  

8:9 Why do you think the elders leave first? 
  

8:11 Jesus does not condone sin; he offers a way out of it. To be righteous means to be in correct 
alignment with God. Sometimes that is achieved by punishment that forces us to deal with the 
consequences of our unhealthy choices. At other times righteousness is achieved by forgiving and 
offering another chance without suffering consequences. How do we know when to offer each? 
 



 

 

Lesson #6                Compassionate Hospitality 
  
Our greatest fulfillment lies in giving ourselves to others. - Henri Nouwen 
  
Devotion: Read Mark 12:41-44. The poor and rich in Jesus’ day are treated very differently. Too 
often, the wealthy are welcomed and celebrated, while the poor are overlooked (Jam 2:1-7). 
However, Jesus honors the righteous poor as persons to be emulated (Lk 6:20). In this case, Jesus 
teaches his disciples to measure the value of an offering according to the degree of self-sacrifice 
involved rather than the amount given. God celebrates not how much we give but from how much. 
The early church teaches the same lesson (2 Cor 8:1-7). This perspective elevates the gifts of those 
who have fewer material possessions but offer more of themselves in their giving. Using this criteria, 
how are you doing at being generous? What are ways our culture and the Church treat the wealthy 
better than the poor? What stereotypes of each group exist? What might our church do to embody 
Jesus’ teaching in this passage? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Pray the following: Loving God, may I have the mind of Christ, who 
though he was rich, for our sakes, became poor and dwelled among us, content to be the child of a 
poor couple, and earn his living with this own hands, and gave himself up for us… continue in prayer. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read Mark 12:38-40. How does this passage expand the point of our devotional reading? 
  
12:41 The Temple treasury usually refers to the interior safe rooms where valuables are stored. Here, 
the phrase “place where the offerings were put” most likely refers to the thirteen offering boxes 
standing in the Women’s Court of the Temple where people placed freewill gifts. 
  
12:42 She gives two “lepta” which are lightweight bronze coins, the equivalent to one sixty-fourth of a 
day’s wage. Mark notes these are equal to the least valuable Roman coin, a “quadrans,” translated as 
“a few cents” or “penny.” 
  
12:43 The phrase can be translated “more than any of them” or “more than all of them put together.” 
What is Jesus communicating with this statement? 
  
12:44 Read Mark 10:17-22. How does Jesus measure the value of our giving? How do we usually 
measure the value of our giving? What advice would you give to a new Christian regarding financial 
giving? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Lesson #7                Compassionate Hospitality 
 

Growth and comfort do not coexist. - Ginni Rommity 
  
Jesus welcomes all people: tax collectors, women, children, the ritually unclean, and people whose 
sin is evident to the world. In today’s reading, Jesus meets someone who epitomizes how hospitable 
and compassionate he is. Jesus lives out the kingdom of God, incarnating God’s desire for us: 
all who will receive God in spirit and truth are welcome. 
  
Devotion: Read John 4:1-42. The Jews look down on Samaritans and refuse to interact with them. 
This attitude is rooted in the hostility between Israel and Judah during the era of the Divided Kingdom. 
After Israel is defeated by Assyria in 772 BCE, the Judean Jews look down on the survivors who 
intermarry with the conquering Assyrians. Their anger is also fueled by the Samaritan religion, which 
weaves together Jewish and Assyrian pagan religion. The Jews see this as a terrible corruption of 
their faith. When Jesus initiates conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well, he breaks three 
taboos: 1) speaking to an unaccompanied woman, 2) who is a Samaritan, 3) who has been married 
numerous times. How does Jesus treat her? What do we learn from their interaction about how to 
treat people of other faiths? What assumptions do you make about people of other religions? Is 
Church doctrine a barrier for conversation or an invitation for discussion? How did your family of 
origin encourage you to interact with those different from you? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Romans 2:1-16. Some outside the covenant community intuitively 
understand God’s desires for them and are obedient to that calling. Just because someone does not 
know our tradition does not mean they are not seeking God. How should this passage inform your 
prayer life? Pray and reflect on its message for you.   
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
4:4 The opening verses reflect Jesus’ awareness of the Pharisees’ very early hostility to him. 
  
4:5 “Sychar” is also called “Shechem,” near the modern town of Askar, near Mt. Gerizim (4:21). 
  
4:6 Most people draw water for the day early in the morning. Noon is an odd time to go to the 
community well. Most likely, this woman is an outcast in her community. 
  
4:15 Jesus transforms the meaning of “living water” from “flowing” water to the Holy Spirit (7:37-39). 
Both this woman and Nicodemus (3:1-15) are confused by Jesus’ metaphors. How much does the 
Samaritan woman come to understand compared with the Pharisee? 
  
4:16 In response to Jesus’ personal comments, she confesses he is a prophet and seeks clarity 
about how best to worship. She wants to know how to connect with God. The resulting conversation 
leads her to name him “Messiah” (4:29). 
  
4:20 Samaritans teach God designates Mount Gerizim as the proper place to worship (Deut 11:22-30; 
27:11-13). The coming of the Spirit makes physical location of worship irrelevant. 
  
4:22 The truth of “salvation is from the Jews” is standing in front of her - Jesus is that salvation. 
However, his words and interaction with this Samaritan indicates that salvation will not be limited to 
Jews in the future.   
  



 

 

4:23 What do you think it means to worship is spirit and truth? What kind of worship does God 
desire? What prevents our worship from exhibiting these qualities? 
  
4:24 Jesus proclaims the future day when people will worship in spirit and truth has arrived in him. His 
coming initiates a new age where people are baptized in the Spirit and capable to worshipping God 
without being limited to a particular geographic location. 
  
4:26 Another way of translating this “I am he” passage is “I who am speaking to you, I am,” which is a 
very clear reference to Exodus 3:13-15. 
  
4:27 The act of leaving her water jar behind is significant. Perhaps she leaves it for Jesus, fulfilling his 
original request (4:7). But it is usually interpreted as a sign of her desire to leave her old life behind. 
Additionally, it can be a sign the living water she encountered in Jesus has made her forget her 
physical thirst. 
  
She becomes a witness to Jesus, demonstrating her belief in him. Salvation has broken through the 
old covenant barrier and is spilling out into the larger world. 
  
4:34 How does this passage sum up Jesus’ ministry? What does it, along with his comments about 
the harvest that is ripe and ready for reaping (4:35-38), convey about the old covenant? What might it 
teach the Church about our role? 
  
4:42 Her testimony leads them to Jesus. Their personal encounter with him over two days leads them 
to pronounce Jesus is the “Savior of the world.” How does this title far exceed the idea of “Messiah” in 
this day and time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Week 5 - Miracles 
Lesson #1                   Miracles 
  

To turn water into wine, and what is common into what is holy, is indeed the glory of Christianity. - 
Frederick Robertson 
  

Now that we know Jesus heals to demonstrate his authority to teach and is hospitable to all as a sign 
of God’s reign on earth… now we can understand miracles. Without this background, miracles can be 
seen as merely impressive feats of power. Now we can grasp miracles always point us to a deeper 
meaning. They invite us to respond to Jesus with faith and trust.   
  

Devotion: Read John 2:1-12. Far from a flippant act, John defines turning water into wine as “the first 
of the signs through which he revealed his glory” (2:11). A clue to its importance is found in his 
comment about the stone jars holding water used in ceremonial washing. On the surface, Jesus is 
saving the bridegroom’s honor. However, the deeper meaning is clear: the water of Jewish cleansing 
rituals is turned into wine, a symbol of Jesus’ blood in Communion (Mt 26:28). The miracle is a sign 
Jesus transforms the old covenant into the new covenant. More is going on in these stories than 
appears. Jesus looks like a Nazarene carpenter, but he is much more. The bread and wine look 
ordinary, but God’s presence transforms them. You might appear to be just another person, but you 
are a child of God called to live out the Kingdom. What situations in your life might appear simple to 
an observer but are actually quite complex? How might seeing yourself as God’s representative 
called to speak God’s words to people transform how you see “beneath the surface” of your 
upcoming conversations? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Rev 19:7-9. Meditate on heaven as a wedding feast. What does 
the host of the feast desire for you? What should that image teach you about life now? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
2:1 Considering John’s use of “the next day” (1:29, 35, 43), the phrase “third day” does not suggest a 
chronological reference. The early church saw this as foreshadowing the resurrection.   
  

2:2 The joy of union with God is described as a wedding feast (Is 25:6; 19:9). Wine is both a symbol 
of God’s presence (Joel 3:18; Lk 22:18; Rev 14:10) and Jesus’ blood (6:53-56).   
  

2:4 Jesus’ words are not disrespectful but represent a common address to females (4:21). However, 
it is a very unusual way to address one’s mother (19:25-26). Scholars disagree on what he is 
communicating to Mary. He points out his time to be fully glorified in resurrection has not yet come 
(12:27-28). The glory revealed in this miracle (2:11) is a foreshadowing of that later full glorification. 
What do you think he is saying to her?   
  

2:5 Mary’s response assumes 1) Jesus has not fully refused or 2) she ignores his comment, pushing 
him to address the situation. What does it mean for Jesus to honor his mother? 
  

2:6 Custom requires Jews to ritually wash before and after eating. Jesus produces 120 gallons of 
wine! The early church saw this and feeding the 5000 as a foreshadowing of heaven. (Amos 9:13-14). 
Why is “abundance” such a powerful image for communicating the presence of God? 
  

2:9 The master of the banquet testifies to the wine’s quality and alcoholic content. Many who do not 
believe Christians should drink alcohol suggest Jesus makes non-alcoholic wine. This passage 
argues against this interpretation. Why is this issue important for the church? 
  

2:11 This is the first of seven signs in the gospel (4:546-54; 5:1-18; 6:5-14; 6:16-24; 9:1-7; 11:1-45). 
The disciples believe in him because they have now seen something greater than what John the 
Baptist pointed out to them (1:50). 



 

 

Lesson #2                   Miracles 
  

Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime. - 
Martin Luther 
  

Devotion: The resurrection of Jesus is the pinnacle of the New Testament. However, we are 
introduced to the power of God over death prior to Gethsemane. The gospels present three 
resuscitations from death (not “resurrections” since the people will die again) leading up to Jesus’ 
resurrection (Lk 8:49-56; Jn 11). The first involves a widow’s son. Read Luke 7:11-17. 
  

Moved by pity for a widow, Jesus displays a power that is several steps beyond healing. There have 
been many healers in the world, but overcoming death represents a much greater order of power. 
Even in our technically advanced age of defibrillators, death is a barrier that, once solidly in place, 
seems impossible to overcome. This scene - a widowed mother’s eldest son has died outside 
Jerusalem - foreshadows Jesus’ own death (Lk 23:50-56). The people are filled with terrified awe, 
praise God, and proclaim the gospel: “God has come to help his people.” How does that proclamation 
mirror Jesus’ basic teaching about kingdom of God (Mk 1:14-15)? How should followers of Jesus 
view death? How does that view inform how we support others in their dying? In their grieving?   
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Romans 6:4. Our connection to Jesus’ resurrection should 
accomplish more than give us assurance of our own life after death. Knowing our future is secure in 
God should move us to live here and now in newness of life, with bold faith and audacious love for 
others. To what bold, audacious act is God calling you today? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Luke is the only gospel which reports this story. Jesus has a special place in his heart for women 
(7:36-50; 10:38-42). He often uses widows in teaching moments (4:25-26; 18:1-8; 20:45-23:4). Read 
James 1:27. Why is the care for widows and orphans a sign of God’s reign on earth? 
  

7:11 Nain is located southeast of Nazareth, possibly the modern city of Nein 
  

7:12 Jewish custom requires burial to take place the afternoon following death. Giving honor to the 
dead is considered honorable work. How does our culture view “honoring” the dead?   
  

Luke describes the large crowd following Jesus meeting the large crowd of mourners. In that moment, 
Jesus’ eyes move to the grieving mother, and he speaks directly to her. Jesus is moved by 
compassion for the mother to act. No sign of faith precedes his actions. 
  

7:13 Luke describes Jesus as “Lord” in the narrative (the Greek translation for Yahweh in the 
Septuagint). This is the first of many instances where Luke will describe Jesus this way (10:1, 41; 
11:39; 12:42; 13:15). This term hints at Luke’s opinion of the story: Jesus is Lord of life and death. 
The miracle naturally points to his own resurrection. 
  

7:14 By touching the bier, Jesus is considered ritually unclean. Jesus once again suggests Jesus sets 
aside ritual traditions to address the needs of people. What might the modern Church need to learn 
from Jesus’ actions? 
  

7:15 There is great irony in the phrase “the dead man sat up.” We may call this “resuscitation,” but 
that does not diminish its power. Luke refers to the young man as dead, and Jesus reports to John 
the “dead are raised” (7:22). 
  

7:16 How might the people’s response be a link to similar passages with Elijah and Elisha (1 Kgs 
17:17-24; 2 Kgs 4:32-37)? Note Jesus’ words about returning the boy to his mother match the 
prophet’s words in 1 Kings. What is being communicated about Jesus in this comparison? 



 

 

Lesson #3                   Miracles 
  
‘Tis the set of the sail that decides the goal, and not the storm of life. - Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
  
Devotion: Read Mark 4:35-41. Up until now in Mark, Jesus has taught, cast out demons, and healed 
people. Calming the storm is the first miracle displaying his power over the larger natural world. What 
does this miracle demonstrate about Jesus’ place in creation? How would you answer the disciples’ 
question, “who is this?” (4:41)? How does this miracle change how the disciples, and we, see Jesus? 
If they are still envisioning the Messiah to be a political and military leader to overthrow their Roman 
oppressors, how might they be tempted to interpret this experience? Why does Jesus not perform 
such miracles in front of the religious leaders to convince them of his status? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Before you read Matthew’s version of this miracle, spend time in prayer, 
asking God to reveal to you in the reading what you personally need to hear about faith in the midst of 
storms in your life. When you are open to hearing what this passage what the Holy Spirit wants to 
reveal to you through this passage, read Matthew 8:23-27. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Compare this passage to Luke 8:22-25. How has Luke softened Mark’s story? 
  
4:36 Jesus desires to leave the crowds (4:1). Mark’s comment in 4:34 about explaining parables to 
the disciples provides an interesting link to this story where a miracle is performed for the benefit of 
only the disciples. 
  
The fishing boats of this era are designed with low sides to enable fisherman to pull nets into the 
center. However such a design means they are easily swamped by waves. 
  
4:38 Some suggest the disciples’ cries about perishing reflects both their fear of death and their 
spiritual state. It may also be symbolic of Israel’s need for God’s new covenant. Certainly their rebuke 
of Jesus for not caring is answered by Jesus’ statements about faith in the midst of the storm. How 
might Jesus’ words “quiet, be still” be an appropriate comment for the disciples as well as the wind 
and waves?   
  
4:39 The word “rebuked” (Greek “epitimao) is usually associated with casting out demons. This term 
ties the miracle to the old testament proclamation that God conquers the sea or sea dragons (Ps 
89:10; Job 9:8). How might the meaning of this passage change or be enhanced if it communicates 
demonic powers are at work in the storm? 
  
4:40 What is the difference between asking “why are you so afraid?” once the storm is past, versus 
asking them the same question in the midst of the storm as Matthew reports (Mt 8:26)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Lesson #4                   Miracles 
  
There are people in the world so hungry, that God cannot appear to them except in the form of bread. 
- Mahatma Ghandi 
  
Devotion: Read Matthew 14:13-21. Other than the resurrection of Jesus, the feeding of the 5000 is 
the only miracle reported in all four gospels. The abundance of food produced is staggering, but it is 
Jesus’ way of viewing the world to which we need to pay real attention. Believing God is present in 
every moment changes how we see our circumstances. We may see only five loaves and two fish, 
but Jesus sees more. We will probably never feed a multitude with so little, but can we be open 
enough to the Holy Spirit that we do not withdraw from difficult situations simply because we see no 
way forward? How easy it is to say “no” in the face of adversity. How many good ministry 
opportunities end before they began because we are unwilling to act until we are confident we will be 
successful? How might people’s lives be changed by seeing faithful people make the effort and fail 
with grace? When have you seen amazing results that far exceeded what you thought were possible 
because people trusted and moved forward in faith? What does it say about us when our fear of 
failure is greater than our willingness to step out on faith? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Mark 4:30-32. Our faith does not need to be enormous to make a 
difference in how we live. We simply must put what little faith we have into action. Seeds contain 
giants. But they must be planted first. Pray, focusing on where God is desiring you to plant the seeds 
God has given you. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
14:13 Read Matthew 14:1-12 to see this story’s context. Jesus’ desire to withdraw to a deserted place 
is in response to John’s death. Herod’s opulent feast which results in death is in sharp contrast to the 
meal Jesus provides. 
  
The names of the towns is not listed, but most people assume Jesus is looking for a deserted place 
on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
  
14:14 Jesus’ compassion is seen in healing and feeding the crowd (9:36).   
  
14:15 A common interpretation suggest because Jesus is willing to share the loaves and fish, the 
crowd is encouraged to share other food they have but are hoarding. This interpretation is supported 
by the absence of awe following the event, common after miracles. However, this interpretation 
overlooks that the gospel writers present the experience as one of several miracles (14:22-33, 34-36). 
Is feeding 5000 more difficult than walking on water?! 
  
14:19 The description of Jesus’ actions with the bread (taking, gave thanks, broke, gave) closely 
resemble later passages (1 Cor 11:23-24) and early church liturgies for Holy Communion . Either the 
early church draws on this passage to create its liturgies, or Matthew is recording Jesus’ actions in a 
way that is familiar to the early believers. 
  
14:21 Many scholars feel the 5000 number is an exaggeration, given population estimates at the 
time. They assume oral tradition has elevated the number. Compare this passage to Matthew 15:32-
39. 
 

 

 



 

 

Lesson #5                            Miracles 
  

We are suspicious of grace. We are afraid of the very lavishness of the gift! - Madeleine L’Engel 
  

Devotion: Read Matthew 14:22-36. Jesus physically heals people so they will listen to his teachings 
on the reign of God. In the same way, Jesus walks on the water to confirm his identity as someone 
greater than a rabbi with a new teaching. The disciples’ response to the miracle says it all: “truly you 
are the son of God” (14:33). The earlier fearful awe created by Jesus’ miracles (8:27) has been 
replaced by worship. What is the difference between believing Jesus is a great teacher/moral 
example and worshipping him?   
  

This miracle story offers an additional lesson, provided by Peter’s adventure on the water. Why does 
Peter ask Jesus to call him outside the boat? What causes Peter to begin to sink? In this context, 
what does “doubt” mean? When have the circumstances around you caused you to waver in your 
focus on Jesus or your faith in God? Is it possible to display faith without stepping outside the boat? 
What is your boat? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Hebrews 11:1. Faith in God is less about what we believe 
intellectually and more about how we live. Faith does not mean the absence of doubt; it means acting 
in spite of our doubts. Faith is choosing to live like Jesus even when it means you stand out in a 
crowd. Spend time praying that God will show you a step of faith you can take in the next few days. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
14:23 Jesus is still looking for privacy following John’s death (14:12) which the crowds have denied 
him. Do you have an adequate amount of private time with God? Knowing everyone is different, how 
much quiet time with God do you need regularly to have a healthy, spiritual life? 
  

14:24 “Many stadia off” is translated “a considerable distance” in the NIV. A stadion is about 600 feet. 
  

14:25 “In the fourth watch of the night” is translated “shortly before dawn.” Romans divided the night 
into four periods, each called a “watch.” The fourth watch lasts 3 am until 6 am. 
  

14:28 Peter is assumed to be the leader of the disciples at this point. The early church has no qualms 
about showing Peter’s positive and negative sides. Why is it important for groups to see the flaws of 
its leaders? How might protecting a leader weaken a congregation and that leader? 
  

14:29 Peter gets out of the boat, but experiences weakness in the test. How is this reaction in 
comparison to the other disciples? 
  

14:30 Peter’s exclamation reminds the reader of the disciples’ cries earlier in a boat (8:25).  Likewise, 
Jesus’ comment about Peter’s lack of faith recalls his earlier statement (8:26). 
  

14:33 This is the first time Jesus is described as “son of God.” And yet, we know these disciples will 
fall away prior to the crucifixion (26:56). We must not confuse confession of faith with spiritual 
maturity. Celebrating Jesus’ identity is a first step. Obedience to his teaching (Jn 14:15), seeking the 
desires of God (Mt 7:21), loving God and neighbor (Mt 22:34-40), and exhibiting the “fruits of the 
Spirit” (Gal 5:22-23) are a few of the steps leading toward spiritual maturity. What are other steps 
leading to maturity in the faith? 
  

14:34 Gennesaret refers to a plain at the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
  

14:36 Apparently the story of the woman who was healed (9:20) by touching Jesus’ garment has 
spread throughout the region. 
 



 

 

Lesson #6                   Miracles 
  
Death is an ending. Yes, as waking is an end to sleep. - Kwai Chang Caine 
  
Devotion: Read John 11:1-54. The raising of Lazarus is the last of the seven signs glorifying God 
which Jesus performs in this gospel (11:4, 47). Besides demonstrating Jesus’ power once again, this 
sign acts as a wedge, dividing the community into followers and enemies. Lazarus becomes a 
powerful witness, drawing people to Jesus (12:9-11). However, the miracle also becomes the final 
straw for the religious leaders whose growing opposition now leads them to plan his death. As with all 
his miracles, the raising of Lazarus provides Jesus an opportunity to teach: “I am resurrection and the 
life.one who believes me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing me will never 
die” (11:25-26). This is Jesus’ same kingdom message, seen from a new perspective. When we are 
aware God is fully present with us, here and now just as in our future resurrection, then our 
eternal life has already begun. From this perspective, death is a doorway, another step on the 
journey, not an ending. Death is always a bittersweet experience for Christians because we grieve 
the loss of communication, however temporary, with the loved ones, even while we celebrate they are 
joined with God in a more intimate way. How has your view of death changed over the years? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Reread John 11:25-26. How do you currently answer Jesus’ question? 
What do you believe about Jesus? What is your attitude toward your own death? Spend time praying 
that you will be able to live as someone who is ready to die. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
11:1 Bethany is a town two miles southeast of Jerusalem (11:18). Jesus and the disciples have 
crossed the Jordan (10:40). 
  
11:2 John refers to the story found in 12:3, assuming his readers are already familiar with it. 
  
11:3 Some Christians believe this description of Lazarus identifies him as the disciple referenced in 
13:23 and 20:2. However, the majority believe those passages refer to the writer John. 
  
11:4 If compassion is Jesus’ motive for raising Lazarus, he would leave immediately for Bethany. His 
motive is to glorify God. This suggests the goal for his own resurrection: glorification of God. 
  
11:8 The disciples have reason to fear. The religious leaders tried to arrest Jesus earlier (10:39). 
  
11:9 Compare Jesus’ words to Luke 22:53 and John 9:4, 12:35. How can we know if we are walking 
according to the light of God or stumbling in darkness? 
  
11:12 Jesus refers to death using a metaphor. His disciples believe he is speaking literally. This is 
reminiscent of Nicodemus (3:4) and the Samaritan woman at the well (4:11).   
  
11:16 Thomas appears in lists of the disciples in the synoptic gospels. This is the first time we meet 
him in John. Although labeled “doubting Thomas” by many, he appears brave here. He is 
courageous, but the disciples do not appear to trust Jesus can survive. 
  
11:17 The miraculous nature of this sign is heightened by Lazarus being in the tomb for four days. A 
popular belief at the time is that a soul stays in the vicinity of its former body for three days, meaning 
you can still communicate with the departed by speaking aloud. After three days, the soul leaves and 



 

 

communication is cut off. Jesus not only has power over the recently deceased, but death itself. The 
early church would see a clear connection between this resuscitation and Jesus’ resurrection. 
  
11:20 How does Luke’s descriptions of the two sisters (Lk 10:38-42) play out in this passage? 
  
11:27 Martha’s faith is centered on the person of Jesus. Our faith is not belief in an intellectual idea, 
but grounded in a personal connection with Jesus. What is the difference in those two foundations of 
faith? 
  
11:35 Why is Jesus weeping? For whom is his compassion stirred? 
  
11:42 Jesus speaks aloud for the sake of the crowd. He wants their focus to be on God’s power at 
work through him rather than on the miraculous power itself. 
  
11:44 The church has always seen Jesus’ words about releasing Lazarus from bondage to the grave 
cloths as a symbol of forgiveness. What binds you? What would it mean for you to be made free? 
What will you do with that freedom if it is granted? How might our desire to live following the gift of 
forgiveness influence our repentance?   
  
11:45 The miracle forces people to decide not only what they believe about Jesus, but how they will 
respond. Some believe he is performing signs but refuse to follow. Miracles point us to deeper 
meaning, but they do not force change on anyone. 
  
11:48 The Sanhedrin bases their response to Jesus on political expediency rather than faith in God. 
They fear the political unrest which will result from people naming Jesus as Messiah. Rome has 
shown no hesitation in destroying nations whose people revolt under a rival King. 
  
11:49 Caiaphas speaks more truth than he realizes. He cynically suggests Jesus’ death is preferable 
to Rome destroying all the nation. The early church celebrates that he unwittingly speaks of Jesus’ 
death as an atonement for the people. 
  
11:51 John gives a clear statement of how the early church views Jesus’ death as a gathering and 
unity of all God’s children. Jesus’ death draws all people together (12:32). 
  
11:54 Ephraim is assumed to be the modern city of et-Taiyibeh, four miles northeast of Bethel. The 
plot to kill Jesus will soon lead Jesus to his passion week. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson #7                   Miracles 
  

There is a light in this world, a healing spirit more powerful than any darkness we may encounter. We 
sometimes lose sight of this force when there is suffering, too much pain. Then suddenly, the spirit 
will emerge through the lives of ordinary people who hear a call and answer in extraordinary ways.”  - 
Mother Teresa 
  

Devotion: Read John 21:1-14. We can all appreciate the dilemma of the disciples. Jesus is risen, and 
they have celebrated his resurrection, but what is their role now?! Their whole world has changed, but 
they are not sure what to do. So, they do what we all do - they go back to the familiar. The fishermen 
go back to a boat, back to work. After three years of following Jesus, with healing, miracles and 
empty tombs, they are open to even silly sounding suggestions. Nobody standing on the shore can 
see where fish are, let alone the odd notion they are congregating on one side of a boat rather than 
the other. But they are open to trying anything. The church has always seen this miracle as a sign of 
how followers of Jesus need to be open to the voice of God, the movement of the Holy Spirit, to guide 
us in casting out our nets. Our job is to listen and be obedient. We do not always need to understand 
how something works to obey. Are our hearts open to the Spirit when we feel prompted to speak? 
Will we perform the same actions with grace and humor that have netted no results so far if we hear 
God say to try again? Is it possible that our “failures” are actually accomplishing something hidden 
from our eyes? Are we open to obedience to the Spirit when we do not understand or see results? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Luke 11:27-28. Through what filters do you run the promptings of 
God’s Spirit? Some of us ask “will this action I feel led to perform embarrass, cost, hurt, or commit me 
to a long term relationship?” What are your filters? What answers cause you to pull back from being 
obedient to God’s Spirit at work within you? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
21:1 This is the only place in the gospels that refers to the Sea of Galilee as the “Sea of Tiberius.” It is 
the setting for many other powerful moments: Mark 6:32-44; 8:14-21, 66-71. This appearance is 
considered by many to be the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise in Mark 14:28; 16:7. In Luke’s gospel, 
Jesus only appears in Jerusalem. 
  

21:6 Compare the abundance of fish to abundance in other passages (Jn 2:6, 3:34, 4:14, 6:11, 7:37, 
10:10).   
  

21:7 The beloved disciple is the first to recognize Jesus, just as he was the first to believe in the 
resurrection (20:8). The “disciple whom Jesus loved” is not identified, and there are many theories 
regarding to whom it refers: John, Peter, Lazarus.   
  

Peter is often presented as impetuous. What are the positives and negatives for faith of such a 
personality? What are the positives and negatives for faith of being cautious? 
  

21:9 This passage recalls the feeding of the 5000 with loaves and fish (6:9). 
  

Since Jesus already has fish on the fire prior to the large catch being brought to shore, his request 
that they bring fish has been interpreted symbolically as a call to evangelize. 
  

21:11 Because John reports such a specific number of fish are caught, many people believe 153 is 
intended to be symbolic. However, there is no agreement on what that number might mean. Saint 
Jerome believed it represents the total number of fish species in the world, symbolically suggesting 
the church go into the world to evangelize all races (Mt 4:19, 13:47). 
 
 



 

 

Week 6 - Parables 
Lesson #1                  Parables 
  

Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a 
parable.was fulfilledwas spoken through the prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter 
things hidden since the creation of the world.”  - Matthew 13:34-35 
  

This week we examine the unique way Jesus taught through parables. A parable is a short story 
based on a familiar life experience which usually compares two things to illustrate a 
theological point.The word comes from the Greek “parabole.” “Para” means “to come along side or 
compare,” and “ballo” means “to throw” or “see." a parable is a succinct story with a "throwing 
beside," a juxtaposition. Whereas a fable uses animals, objects, or natural forces as characters, a 
parable places human characters in a situation to teach a spiritual lesson. People compare them to 
jokes in that someone hearing a parable either understands it or does not. Like a joke, it is difficult to 
explain the story without losing the power of the moment. 
  

Devotion: Read Matthew 13:1-23. The planted seed represents the “word” of the kingdom which 
faces challenges in finding good soil in the world (13:24-30). Satan can steal the opportunity for the 
word to be implanted. Trouble and persecution arising from obedience to God cause some to fall 
away. We can focus on worldly care and wealth rather than our calling. But the reign of God comes in 
spite of obstacles! Those who receive the word bear fruit (Mt 3:8, 7:15-20; Jn 1:1-5, 14). What does 
“word” mean in this context? How would you define “bearing fruit?” Give examples of someone who 
bears fruit. How do the evil one, trouble, and worldly cares prevent fruit from being produced? What 
spiritual disciplines and habits help you hear, understand, and bear fruit? Is it possible for all types of 
soil to be present in one person? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read 1 Corinthians 2:14-16. Those who follow Jesus and seek to be led 
by the Spirit have the mind of Christ. What obstacles (evil forces, trouble, persecution, worldly care, 
wealth) tempt you to close off your life from what God desires to do within you? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
This is the first of seven parables grouped together in Matthew 13. Read Matthew 13:24-53. How do 
the other parables expand the kingdom ideas presented in the parable of the sower? 
  

13:3 Farmers cast seed on the ground and then plow, turning the seed over with the soil.   
  

13:10 The disciples assume parables are for outsiders (“them”). Jesus responds that parables fulfill 
Isaiah 6:9-10. Jesus, like Isaiah, demands a radical change of life based on God’s desires. Many of 
us are willing to accept modifications in our actions or beliefs, but few are open to the total 
transformation of how we live. Jesus’ words invite people into vulnerability. Jesus wants our will to be 
crucified alongside his own. He wants our hearts to surrender to the Spirit. Hard hearted people 
refuse to listen or see (12:25-37). Only those willing to grow have ears to hear. 
  

13:16 The disciples are blessed because they see firsthand what prophets and the righteous 
throughout history longed to see. How blessed are we compared to the disciples? 
  

13:18 Many feel this explanation is a later addition by the early church. They point out the allegorical 
interpretation shifts. First the seed is the word, the soil the one who hears, and the enemy is the evil 
one. Later, the hearers are compared with the seed that is sown on the rocky ground. Then the 
hearers are the soil again, before being compared again to the seed. If this passage represents the 
early church’s interpretation, how might that change how we read the original parable? 
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Lesson #2                  Parables 
  
Every happening, great and small, is a parable whereby God speaks to us, and the art of life is to get 
the message. - Malcolm Muggeridge   
  
Jesus invites his listeners to reflect on his parables: “whoever has ears, let them hear” (Mt 13:9). 
Since Jesus does not offer detailed interpretations of his parables, we will be careful to not suggest 
one definitive meaning over another. The power of parables is their ability to invite each of us into the 
moment! The joy of parables is that different people can hear different messages from the same 
story. To encourage one another to encounter and wrestle with each parable, we will ask more 
questions than we might normally. Be sure to allow the Spirit to move in you as you ponder each 
one!    
 
Devotion: Read Mark 4:26-29. In yesterday’s reading, Jesus explains the parable of the sower. In 
that passage we are encouraged to be good soil, to receive the word so we can bear fruit. Today’s 
parable compares the kingdom of God to a growing seed, which presents a nice counterpoint to the 
sower parable.  Here, we are reminded that seeds sprout and grow without our knowing exactly when 
and how it happens. God’s power and activity are not limited to what we see or understand! The 
farmer has a role to play, but God is the driving force of growth. Our weather forecasting is amazingly 
accurate, but God controls the wind and rain. We plant a seed, but only God can transform it into a 
stalk of grain. God is the driving force of creation, old and new. What do faithful people need to hear 
in this passage? What temptations might this parable help us avoid? What happens when farmers 
think their actions or beliefs make the seed sprout and grow? According to this parable, why is 
patience a fruit of the Spirit? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Isaiah 45:1-7. Spend time in prayer, envisioning God as the 
Creator who wields great power. How might that image change how you pray? How does that image 
of God influence your attitude about prayer in general?   
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Compared to the work of God, the farmer does not directly contribute in the actual growth of the seed. 
Rather, the farmer creates an environment where growth can take place. How does this relate to the 
process of evangelism in the church? Is the church called to make disciples or create opportunities 
for people to become disciples? What is the difference between those two ideas? 
  
What is your reaction to the idea Jesus has already sown a seed that is at work, in often unseen 
ways, but will one day inevitably bring a harvest? How should the Church “wait” while the seed 
matures? 
  
How is Jesus’ view of the kingdom’s slow but steady growth contrast to the disciples’ desire for the 
kingdom of God to come to fullness immediately (Acts 1:6-8)?   
  
Compare Jesus’ words “the harvest has come” to Joel 3:13 about the coming Day of the Lord, the 
time when God will pour out judgment on the nations of the world. How might this connection change 
your understanding of the parable?   
  
What, if any, is the connection between the seed and Jesus’ resurrection, considering that both 
“bodies” lie in the ground and then emerge? 
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Lesson #3                  Parables 
  

For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or 
brought out into the open. Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given 
more; whoever does not have, even what they think they have will be taken from them. - Jesus, Luke 
8:17-18 
  

Devotion: Read Luke 15:1-32. Jesus tells three “lost and found” parables in response to Pharisees 
and scribes grumbling over his association with those they label “sinners.” In all three stories, the 
person who is searching not only rejoices, but celebrates with his or her friends. What is Jesus 
communicating to the Pharisees and scribes through these three parables? What makes it difficult for 
you to keep looking for something or someone who is lost? What motivates the shepherd (15:5), 
woman (15:8), and father (15:20) in each case to keep searching? What do we need to learn about 
searching from these stories? How does the church usually search for people? What do we need to 
learn about celebrating from these stories? When it does rejoice together, what does the church 
usually celebrate? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Romans 8:26-27. Spend time in prayer, envisioning God as the 
Spirit who is praying for you right now. How might that image change your prayer and attitude? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
When was the last time you were the person who needed to repent? When was the last time you 
stood in the crowd that was labeled “tax collectors and sinners?” 
  

How do we go looking for lost sheep today? Do we get more excited about the one sheep which is 
found or the ninety-nine in the fold? 
  

In Matthew, Jesus uses the lost sheep parable to instruct the disciples on how to be pastors in the 
church (Mt 18:12-14). Does this change how you read the parable? 
  

It is rare to see a woman as the central character in a story in the ancient world. What do you think 
Jesus is communicating by making it a woman who searches for the lost coin? 
  

When the younger son asks for his share of inheritance, what message does the father hear? When 
would the son usually receive his inheritance? When have you been the younger son? 
  

How does the younger son’s attitude compare to Luke 12:13-21? 
  

If feeding a Gentile’s pigs is the lowest of lows for a Jew, what is a comparable state in your life? 
  

What happens when someone “comes to himself” (15:17)? What motivates the younger son? What is 
the relationship between physical need and spiritual hunger? 
  

What might this passage say to us about having good relationships with children and youth? 
  

What message is communicated by the Father interrupting his son’s confession? 
  

What message does the older brother send to his father with his words? With his actions? When have 
you been the older brother? 
  

What does it mean to be “dead” or “alive” in this context (15:32)? 
  

What do these three parables suggest about the mercy of God? 
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Lesson #4                  Parables 
  
The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour 
until it worked all through the dough. - Jesus, Matthew 13:33 
  
Devotion: Read Luke 16:1-13. The parable of the dishonest manager shocks many people. They 
wonder why Jesus would use a scoundrel as an example. This should awaken us to the true nature of 
parables. Although the explanation offered for the parable of the sower suggests it is an analogy, 
parables are seldom analogies. They are stories intended to surprise us into opening parts of our 
minds and hearts closed off by the routines of life. In this case, we are caught off guard when the 
master commends the manager for being shrewd and just as surprised when Jesus says we should 
emulate him. The lazy man knows how to use his position and resources to accomplish what matters 
to him and secure his future. The dishonest manager works to take care of himself. What are you 
working to accomplish? Toward what future should Christians be striving? What keeps the “people of 
light” from being shrewd with positions and resources? How would it change our view of money and 
work if we saw them as tools given to us to accomplish something for God? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Luke 16:10-13. Spend time in prayer, reflecting on how you view 
money. Who does your money serve most of the time? What is at least one new way you might use 
the resources at your disposal (position, money, relationships) to serve God? 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
When we squander money or property (15:13, 16:1), what does it say about us? What does it say to 
the father (15:12) and owner (16:2)? 
  
What is the role of self-reflection (16:3) in being shrewd? What attitudes are required for us to be self-
reflective? What is the connection between prayer and self-reflection? 
  
What is the dishonest manager’s goal? Toward what goal in the future is he working? What 
immediate or future moment drives you? When we take our eyes off God’s desires, what unhealthy 
future moments drive the Church? 
  
Some scholars believe the manager cancels the extravagant interest he is personally adding to the 
debt, not canceling the original debt at all. If this is the case, how does it change the message of the 
parable? 
  
If the debtors believe the manager is reducing their original debt, how will they view the manager? 
How will they view the rich man? If the debtors do not know the manager is about to be fired, would it 
change their outlook? Why would the rich man commend the manager? 
  
Compare the term “people of this world” to “people of light.” What is being communicated by those 
expressions? 
  
What “friends” should people of light be making with the wealth to which they have access? How 
does the phrase “welcomed into eternal dwellings” impact what friends we seek? 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+16%3A1-13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+16%3A10-13&version=NIV


 

 

Lesson #5                  Parables 
  
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and 
then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. - Jesus, Matthew 13:44 
  
Devotion: Read Luke 10:25-37. Modern American Christians are far more shocked by the parable of 
the dishonest manager we read yesterday than the parable of the good Samaritan. That is only 
because we do not appreciate the extent the Jews despise Samaritans, viewing them as racially 
impure and religiously heretical. Jesus tells this parable in response to the question, “who is my 
neighbor?” Why does the lawyer ask that question? Is it ever appropriate for Christians to ask “who 
do I have to love?” Does the question itself indicate something positive or negative? How are 
Christians to know when it is best to offer assistance to people in need? What point is Jesus making 
by using a Samaritan as the righteous person in the story? What is the difference between asking 
“who is my neighbor” and “how does a neighbor act?” Does the lawyer receive an answer to his 
original question, or does Jesus change the question he answers? Now that we have heard Jesus’ 
response, what does it mean for you to act like a neighbor? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Spend time reflecting on the people in your life who have consistently 
treated you with the most kindness. Thank God for them, and, if possible, contact one or more of 
them to thank them for their kind actions toward you. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
If the lawyer is testing Jesus, is it possible for him to learn something spiritually useful? What attitude 
is necessary for spiritual growth? 
  
What is the lawyer’s answer, affirmed by Jesus, to the question of how to obtain eternal life? How 
does this answer differ from how Christians might answer that question? According to some Christian 
denominations, what is “missing” from Jesus’ response? 
  
If the priest and Levite are on their way to lead worship, should they stop? Is service to the immediate 
needs of people in crisis more important than communal worship of God? Should the church have a 
Sunday where we leave in the middle of worship time to spread out across the community and serve 
those in need? Do you think people would be excited to participate in that kind of Sunday 
experience? How many people would just go home? To what extent should the congregation’s 
feelings about such a project be taken into consideration? How would you respond to someone who 
says “every Sunday we should leave after worship time to serve others.” 
  
What did the Samaritan risk by stopping to help? What did it cost him? 
  
How should Christians view non-believers who perform acts of service for others? 
  
When you read the parable, to whom do you more naturally relate: the robbed man, robber, priest, 
Levite, Samaritan, or innkeeper? Do you relate easily to the lawyer?   
  
Given the events in the parable, what does it mean to show mercy (10:27)? 
  
Now that we have a few parables under our belts, why did Jesus choose this format rather than give 
rules and expectations? What is the benefit of hearing the story versus having a rule? 
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Lesson #6                  Parables 
  
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great 
value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. - Jesus, Matthew 13:45-46 
  
Devotion: Read Matthew 21:28-46. The tension between Jesus and the religious leaders of his day 
grows near the end of his ministry into outright confrontation. Jesus does not back away from the 
controversy; he escalates it through his parables. The chief priests and Pharisees know they are 
being condemned through the stories (21:45-46). In the parable of the two sons, we learn the act of 
following the father’s will is more important than the vows we take. Which son are you more like? 
Which son would you rather have as a leader?  What is Jesus saying about the Jewish religious 
leaders that makes them so angry? Jesus implies that if they had repented of their initial impression 
of John and believed him, things would be different. What makes repentance so hard for people in 
positions of authority? 
  
Does the parable of the wicked tenets make the same point as the first story? What is the expectation 
of the vineyard owner? What is the motivation of the tenants? What is the difference between owning 
the land and using the land for a period of time? What do you think Jesus wants those of us who are 
“tenets” in the world to learn? 
  
If, as most people assume, the “son” in the parable (21:37) is pointing to Jesus, what is he saying 
about himself in the parable? What is he saying about the religious leaders? Jesus states the 
kingdom of God is for those who produce fruit of the kingdom, picking up an image he used earlier 
(7:17-20; 13:18-23). What kind of “fruit” should a follower of Jesus produce (Jn 15:1-17; Gal 5:22-23)? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Romans 13:1. Spend time today praying for the leaders in your life. 
Government leaders, church leaders, supervisors, teachers, etc. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read Matthew 21:23-27. Does the context provided by this passage leading into the parables change 
how you hear them? What is the connection for the religious leaders between doing the father’s will in 
the parable (Mt 21:31) and the religious leaders believing John (Mt 21:32)? 
  
What is the implication of Jesus’ statement “and even after you saw this, you did not repent and 
believe him” (Mt 21:32)? Which is harder for you: to be open to new things God is doing or to admit 
you have been wrong about something once the evidence is in? 
  
Compare Matthew 21:33 to Isaiah 5:1-7. Isaiah is written to a disobedient Jewish leadership. The 
leaders in Jesus’ day know he is using a symbol of disobedience. Jesus also quotes Psalm 118:22 to 
them, suggesting they are the builders rejecting God’s cornerstone. Should Jesus forgive them and 
give them another chance? What criteria should the church use when deciding whether or not to 
remove fallen leaders from office? Should leaders be held to higher standards or the same standards 
as others? 
  
The chief priests and Pharisees are reluctant to arrest Jesus because of how the crowd might 
respond. How does their reluctance hint at their sin? Should leaders always do what is right no matter 
the consequences or should they take public opinion into consideration? 
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Lesson #7                  Parables 
  

Jesus of Nazareth could have chosen simply to express Himself in moral precepts; but like a great 
poet He chose the form of the parable, wonderful short stories that entertained and clothed the moral 
precept in an eternal form. It is not sufficient to catch man’s mind, you must also catch the imaginative 
faculties of his mind. - Dudley Nichols 
  

Devotion: Read Matthew 20:1-16. Many of the details of this parable reflect the labor practices of the 
day: the hiring of agricultural workers, potential employees gathering in the market, and using a 
manager to pay them. The only thing out of the ordinary is the wealthy landowner doing the hiring. 
One other aspect of the parable that represents real life is the shock of the laborers at getting paid the 
same amount - and most readers share that reaction! Why are the laborers who worked all day 
angry? Are they angry because they are dissatisfied with what they received or because others 
received just as much? Do you feel more sorry for the laborers who worked all day or more joyful for 
the laborers who were treated generously? Which drives you more: fairness or generosity? Of course, 
Jesus’ introductory and concluding comments (20:1, 16) invite us to consider the kingdom of God 
implications of the parable. How do you want God to treat you: with fairness or generosity? Is it 
reasonable for us to desire for God to treat us generously but then conduct our lives according to 
fairness? What makes such generosity upsetting? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read the following prayer: God, give us grace to understand how our 
lives depend on the efforts, courage, and industry of those who labor. May we strive to never take 
advantage of those who perform work from which we benefit. Keep us mindful of our responsibilities 
toward others and grateful for their service….continue in your own prayer.   
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
What is communicated by the phrase “I will pay you whatever is right” in 20:4? Does the definition of 
“righteousness” (to be in correct alignment with God) contribute to how we hear that comment? 
  

A denarius represents the day’s wage paid for a common laborer, similar to today’s minimum wage. 
This allows laborers to maintain a poor, subsistence lifestyle. Does the small amount of the wage 
change how you experience the parable?   
  

When are you tempted to feel you have “borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day” more 
than others in terms of faithful Christian living? Should Christians assume long-term believers have a 
stronger connection to God than newcomers to faith? What role should experience play in 
leadership? 
  

The phrase “or are you envious because I am generous?” is a translation of the literal “is your eye evil 
because I am good?” (20:15). This phrase suggests the disgruntled workers are not seeing the world 
accurately.   
  

What does this parable say to the early church as they begin to welcome Gentiles? What does it 
teach faithful, life-long Christians about deathbed conversions? What does it say to individuals who 
watch enemies repent and find forgiveness? 
  

Are there particular times when individual followers of Jesus or the Church might need to hear this 
parable? What circumstances tempt us to treat people with fairness when we might be called to 
generosity? 
  

Read Matthew 19:27-30, which ends with the phrase “many who are first will be last, and many who 
are last will be first” - an obvious connection to conclusion of today’s parable. How does this context 
contribute to experiencing Jesus’ parable? 
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Week 7 - Relationship with Disciples 
Lesson #1               Relationship with Disciples 
  

Now I begin to be a disciple... Let fire and cross, flocks of beasts, broken bones, dismemberment... 
come upon me, so long as I attain to Jesus Christ. - Ignatius of Antioch 
  

We could have studied Jesus’ relationship with his disciples at any point in this iStudy. However, by 
making this our final topic, we can understand how challenging it must have been for them to follow 
him. We struggle today to grasp his teachings, healings, and miracles. How surprised the disciples 
must feel seeing Jesus break social taboos by touching lepers and talking to Samaritans. How 
overwhelmed they must be watching his death unfold before them! The disciples are not perfect, but 
we should honor the fact they present their weaknesses and flaws very honestly in the gospels of the 
early church. 
  

Devotion: Read Luke 9:57-62. Following Jesus is more complicated than simply professing he is a 
great teacher. This master is not interested in attracting crowds; he calls us to embody whole-hearted 
commitment to the reign of God on the earth. Jesus challenges would be followers to serve God, no 
matter what it costs. Are we willing to give up the security of our homes? Are we willing to place God 
before family? Jesus is not interested in people who place conditions on their obedience, even 
conditions that culture says are reasonable. Will you follow with this understanding? What are a few 
of the conditions people and churches place on faith today? How do we complete the sentences, “I 
will follow Jesus if…” and “I will follow Jesus unless…” Should the Church read this passage to those 
asking to be baptized? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Proverbs 16:2-3. Spend time in prayer laying out your current 
“plan” for the next twenty-four hours, week, year, and decade for God. Listen in your spirit for God’s 
response. Commit yourself to God’s desires even if you must change your plans. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read 9:51-56 for the context of Jesus’ comments in today’s reading. How might Jesus’ knowledge of 
what lies ahead in Jerusalem color his responses in Luke 9:57-62? 
  

9:58 What is the benefit of simplicity and even poverty for disciples of Jesus? Read Luke 18:18-30. 
How should the Church today view wealth and poverty among Christians? Why should Christians not 
model themselves after the early church (Acts 2:41-47)? 
  

9:59 Jesus is not turning everyone away; he calls some he encounters to follow him. 
  

9:60 A few scholars believe the man is asking permission to bury his recently deceased father, and 
Jesus’ response emphasizes the radical nature of the commitment required. However, considering 
the Jewish tradition of holding funerals the afternoon following the death, it is more likely this man is 
saying he will return to follow after his elderly father passes away. How does Jesus’ response strike 
you if this is the case? Still others believe Jesus is making a play on words: “let the spiritually dead 
bury the physically deceased; you should proclaim the words of life.” If this is the case, then Jesus’ 
answer is ambiguous, pushing the question back on the man, similar to how he answers the question 
about paying taxes (Lk 20:25). 
  

9:62 Do churches make a mistake by celebrating “family”, considering Jesus is unmarried and we are 
encouraged to remain single (1 Cor 7:32-35)? What is the danger of celebrating family over 
singleness? 
  

Compare this passage to 1 Kings 19:19-21. If Jesus is referencing this passage, what is he 
communicating? 
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Lesson #2               Relationship with Disciples 
  

A disciple of Jesus is someone who has stepped off a cliff. The cliff is the world’s way of viewing life 
and death. A disciple of Jesus makes that step trusting God will help them fly or die gracefully. - 
Unknown 
  

Large crowds follow Jesus. From that multitude, seventy are chosen to represent him (Lk 10:1). 
Twelve disciples emerge from the seventy. From within the twelve, Peter, James, and John form an 
inner circle (Mk 14:33). Today and tomorrow, we read about Jesus sending the group of twelve 
disciples into the world prior to their experiencing his passion and resurrection. 
  

Devotion: Read Matthew 10:1-15. Jesus selects twelve disciples and sends them to proclaim his 
primary teaching to the Jewish people: “the kingdom of heaven has come near” (10:7). To 
substantiate the truth of that good news, Jesus gives them authority to execute the same signs of 
healing, resuscitation, and exorcism that he performs. His instructions to them assume an itinerant 
teaching ministry without guaranteed financial support. Considering Matthew reports the disciples are 
back with him soon after (12:2), this is intended to be a short-term experience.  What are some of the 
questions and issues his instructions anticipate? What attitude should the disciples have as they go 
forward? What does the modern church need to learn from these instructions? What should our 
attitude be toward those who do not open to believing our witness? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read 1 Peter 3:13-16. How willing are you to speak to others about your 
faith? What are your fears surrounding such a experience? Are you willing to be embarrassed for 
Jesus? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
10:1 Most likely Jesus selects twelve disciples to correspond to the twelve tribes of Israel. If so, this 
represents a conscious decision to symbolically fulfill the old covenant with the new. 
  

Should modern disciples assume the same authority Jesus give to the twelve is given to us? If not, 
why not? 
  

10:2 Various names for the disciples is provided by different gospels (Mk 3:16-19; Lk 6:14-16; Acts 
1:13). John does not provide such a list but refers to them in 6:70-71. 
  

10:4 Matthew clearly identifies Judas as the betrayer early in the story. This is similar to his 
pronouncement of Jesus’ identity in 1:1. The goal of a gospel is not the same as a novel, to build 
suspense. A gospel seeks to convince the reader to believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. 
  

10:5 Matthew is the only gospel writer to report that Jesus sends the disciples to the Jews. Since all 
the gospels are written down after the church has begun to include gentiles, this is another indication 
Matthew is written to convert the Jewish population. 
  

10:14 Read Acts 13:48-52, 18:5-7. How does a Christian know when to continue witnessing and 
when the time has come to shake the dust from feet? What criteria should we use? 
  

10:15 The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah is connected to inhospitality, pride, and not caring for the poor 
(Ezek 16:46-50).   
  

Notice Jesus does not send the disciples out to teach about following him, the importance of 
crucifixion/resurrection, atonement, etc. How would it change the church’s life to focus on “the 
kingdom of heaven has come near” rather than other theological ideas? 
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Lesson #3               Relationship with Disciples 
  

I believe pluralistic secularism, in the long run, is a more deadly poison than straightforward 
persecution. - Francis Schaeffer 
  

Devotion: We continue our reading from yesterday, listening to Jesus’ instructions to the disciples 
who go forth to teach the good news (10:7). Read Matthew 10:16 - 11:1. Jesus tells them to expect 
persecution. If we follow Jesus, we should not be surprised when we are treated the way Jesus was 
treated. We are sheep of the good shepherd, but we are not to be naïve sheep. We are to be 
innocent but also wise, anticipating possible persecution and following in spite of the risks. Fear is 
natural, but we must choose to be brave to follow Jesus. Yet, there is positive, supportive 
encouragement amidst the dire warnings. We will not be alone, the Spirit will be at work through us. 
We need not fear because God sees the truth, and one day all will be set right. Which is harder for 
you to hear: expect persecution or love Jesus more than anyone else, including your family 
members? What is more motivating for you: God will be present to guide you, in the end you will be 
saved, or those who lose their lives of Jesus will find a life worth living? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read 2 Timothy 3:10-12. Considering where you live and the calling for 
your life, what form of persecution are you most likely to face? Spend time in prayer reflecting on your 
attitude about your faith and persecution. 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-20. How does the story of Jesus sending the seventy parallel his sending of 
the twelve? How does their exchange with Jesus upon returning instruct the church today? 
  

10:17 Jesus’ words reflect the actual persecutions the early church faced. Therefore, many scholars 
believe these words represent the early church placing words on Jesus’ lips. The words about 
reaching out to Gentiles (10:18) certainly stand out over against Jesus’ comment in 10:5. How does 
the possibility of this passage representing an early church addition also address Jesus’ words in 
10:23 about his return?   
  

10:18 What should the church’s role be in challenging political powers?   
  

10:32 What must someone do to “acknowledge” or “disown” Jesus? 
  

10:34 Conflict within families is to be expected. In spite of the fact Jesus quotes Micah 7:6, this is a 
painful notion for Jews who view family loyalty as a religious duty. Why is it hard for people who avoid 
conflict at all costs to follow Jesus? 
  

10:35 How do Jesus’ words about love toward him compared to love toward family compare to the 
first five of the Ten Commandments (Ex 20:1-12)? 
  

10:38 How should modern Christians understand the call to take up a cross?  How does the definition 
we choose compare to how the early church hears this command? How is this call to take up a cross 
in tension with Jesus’ comment in Matthew 10:23 about fleeing? What guidelines would you offer to 
someone trying to decide to flee or not? 
  

10:39 How would you rephrase Jesus’ statement for someone making a decision to follow Jesus? 
  

10:40 Jesus teaches his followers represent him to the world to such a degree that accepting or 
rejecting them is an acceptance or rejection of him. What responsibility does this place on us? 
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Lesson #4               Relationship with Disciples 
  
To all my nonbelieving, sort-of-believing, and used-to-be-believing friends: I feel like I should begin 
with a confession. I am sorry that so often the biggest obstacle to God has been Christians. - Shane 
Claiborne 
  
Devotion: Read Matthew 16:13-23. What is the difference between believing Jesus is a prophet (one 
who speaks for God in a particular time and place) and confessing Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God” (16:16)? What is the difference between defining Jesus as a good, moral teacher and 
God incarnate? 
  
We see Simon Peter at his best and worst in this passage. He speaks the truth of Jesus’ identity, and 
Jesus says it is upon such faithful confession that the Church will be built. Then we see the same 
Peter impetuously rebuke Jesus because he does not like what the “Son of the living God” says. 
Peter is indeed the forerunner of the Church: faithful one moment and trying to lead God instead of 
listening the next. The question Jesus asks the disciples is both theological and personal. There are 
many orthodox ways of answering “who do people say the Son of Man is?” However, each of us must 
answer “who do you say I am?” If Jesus asks you that question, how will you answer? Spend some 
time reflecting on whether your answer to that question corresponds to how you have been living your 
life recently? 
  
Personal Worship Option: Reflect on your spending and viewing habits over the last month. On 
what/who do you spend money? What do you watch or read? How would you feel if your viewing 
habits for the month were posted on a screen during worship? Spend time reflecting on how God 
might want you to change some of these habits. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
16: 13 Caesarea Philippi is assumed to be the modern town of Baniyas, 20 miles north of the Sea of 
Galilee. 
  
16:14 Apparently there are rumors in the region that Jesus is John the Baptist resurrected to continue 
his teaching (Mt 14:1-2). 
  
16:16 Compare this confession to Mark 8:29 and Luke 9:20. Scholars believe this represents an early 
church confession of faith. What is Matthew communicating by this addition to the basic confession? 
  
16:17 For what exactly does Jesus praise Simon Peter? How might this encourage us toward spiritual 
disciplines? 
  
16:18 Jesus plays with the words “Peter” and “petros,” Greek for rock. 
  
16:19 People disagree on the meaning of “keys of the kingdom” and the power to bind and loose. 
Many believe these refer to the authority to make leadership decisions for the church, specifically who 
is accepted and rejected into the faith community. Others believe this passage means leaders of the 
church have power over the spiritual realm (Mt 18:18-20). Still others connect this to the rabbinic 
power to imposes and release people from obligations. What power should a church leader have over 
a congregation? How do healthy Christians view submission to the authority of leaders? 
  
16:23 Given Peter’s earlier confession of faith, what is Jesus communicating with his “get behind me, 
Satan” comment? How does this relate to Matthew 4:8-10? 
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Lesson #5               Relationship with Disciples 
  

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant law in his hands, he 
was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the Lord. - Exodus 34:29 
  

Devotion: Read Luke 9:28-36. This story, traditionally called the “transfiguration,” provides a powerful 
visual and theological lesson on Jesus’ identity. The appearance of Moses and Elijah is a sign the 
messianic age has arrived (Mal 4:1-6). As representatives of the Law and prophets, their arrival and 
conversation with Jesus about the upcoming crucifixion suggests he is the fulfillment of the old 
covenant (Mt 5:17). Once again Peter speaks without thinking, expressing his desire for this moment 
to continue. We understand his longing. The glory of God is present on the mountaintop, and he 
wants to linger there. However, Jesus is not called to dwell in glory far above the pain of the world. 
Neither is Peter, and neither are we. God’s command to listen to Jesus breaks through to Peter. 
There is nothing wrong with experiencing the glory of God on the peaceful mountaintop, but when we 
find ourselves wanting a permanent retreat from the world, Jesus is there to teach us to walk back 
down into the valley where people are in need of the good news. When have you been tempted to 
withdraw and isolate yourself from the pain of the world? How do local churches give into that 
temptation? Is it possible to give into the temptation to retreat from the world and still regularly attend 
worship? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Everyone needs to take time away for retreat from the world, and we are 
also called to interact with people and situations. However, each person’s rhythm for this movement 
back and forth between those experiences is different. How much time away from the world do you 
need to maintain a healthy spiritual life? How much time of engagement do you need to be spiritually 
healthy? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
9:28 “After Jesus said this” points readers back to Jesus’ words in Luke 9:21-27. Read this passage. 
How does Jesus’ teaching there enhance our understanding of the transfiguration? 
  

Jesus takes his inner circle of disciples with him. This encounter confirms the earlier confession of 
Jesus as Messiah and expands their understanding of him as Son of God (9:18-20). 
  

8:29 Different explanations are offered as to why Jesus’ appearance changes. Some attribute this 
change to a removal of a “veil” from Jesus, displaying his true divine nature without a cloak of 
incarnation. Others point out that since Elijah and Moses also appear in glory, this does not signify 
divinity but God’s presence surrounding the encounter. Still others believe this is a vision from God 
for the disciples rather than a physical encounter in order to teach a theological truth . 
  

9:31 “His departure” is a translation of a Greek word meaning “exodus.” How might Jesus’ passion, 
resurrection, and 40 days with the disciples (Acts 1:3) be a form of the Old Testament Exodus 
narrative? What similarities do you see between the two stories? 
  

9:32 The comments about the disciples being sleepy suggests this experience happens at night, 
heightening the visual imagery of the dazzling white clothes. 
  

9:35 Since Jesus does not speak again in the story, many assume God’s statement “listen to him” 
confirms Jesus’ earlier teaching about suffering and death as the way to salvation (Lk 9:23-27). 
Again, this points back to the importance of the “after Jesus said this” opening (Lk 9:28). 
  

Read Luke 9:37-43. All three synoptic gospels follow the transfiguration with the story of Jesus 
healing a boy with a demon. How does this passage enhance the message of the transfiguration? 
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Lesson #6               Relationship with Disciples 
  
Power is always dangerous. Power attracts the worst and corrupts the best. - Edward Abbey 
  
Devotion: Read Mark 9:30-37. “But they did not understand what he meant…” (9:32). Truer words 
were never spoken. When we study the Old Testament, we see how the matriarchs and patriarchs of 
faith are very flawed human beings. The same is true for the followers of Jesus. Even as we revere 
Peter, James, John, and the others who sacrificed to follow Jesus, we must not idolize them so much 
that we overlook their flaws. They hear Jesus speaking about death, but they retain their 
preconceived notions about the Messiah’s worldly power. In their minds, the Messiah is 
unconquerable. They consider the power Jesus displays over disease, nature, and death as a sign 
that nobody can challenge him. They do not understand the servant nature of his leadership, and they 
argue over who should wield power over the others. In a world where Jesus’ followers often have 
power, influence, and wealth, Jesus calls us to be servants. What does our culture teach about 
servants? Why do we fear or resist service? How are service and humility related? When do you feel 
slighted? Are such feelings always associated with pride?   
  
Personal Worship Option: Read Matthew 18:3. Reflect on this verse and spend time in prayer, 
asking God to reveal whatever truth you need to hear through it. 
  
Dig A Little Deeper: 
Read Luke 9:46-48; 22:24-28. Glance through the passages Luke places between these readings. 
How does splitting the passage as he does change its impact? 
  
9:31 This is the second of three predictions Jesus makes regarding his death and resurrection (Mk 
8:31-33; 10:32-34). Why are the disciples afraid to ask him what he means if they do not understand? 
  
9:34 Do you agree with the teaching: if you are ashamed to admit to close friends something you do 
or think, then you should not do or think it. How might his concept support the need for Christians to 
be involved in small accountability groups? 
  
9:35 What does our culture teach about being first? From the world’s perspective, what are the 
benefits of being first? What does being first mean for Jesus? 
  
9:36 Children are not considered important in first century culture because they cannot earn money, 
possess property, or understand complex theology. How might each of these “accomplishments” 
actually prevent us from becoming like Jesus? 
  
9:37 What practical applications of this teaching should the church make? 
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Lesson #7               Relationship with Disciples 
  

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of God’.” - Matthew 4:4 
  

Devotion: Read John 6:22-71. Today’s reading provides the follow-up story to the feeding of the 
5000 (Jn 6:1-15). Some people follow Jesus because they do not want to work anymore. When Jesus 
refuses their request, they leave. Some people follow Jesus until they do not understand his teaching. 
When his answers do not line up with what they already believe, they walk away. Jesus does not 
strive to make his followers happy. He speaks truth to them, knowing many will choose not to believe. 
What do modern Christians need to learn from Jesus’ approach? Yesterday we noted the disciples’ 
flaws. So, it is only fair to point out that in today’s reading they remain faithful to Jesus when the 
crowds desert him. What kind of attitude must we possess to obediently follow Jesus when we do not 
understand what is going on around us? What images come to mind when Jesus says he is the bread 
of life? Why does Jesus not soften his words about eating flesh and drinking blood so people will 
continue to listen? When do we soften his words? What is our motivation in doing so? 
  

Personal Worship Option: Read Luke 22:39-42. What part of your life have you held back from 
God? What do you need to submit? What is one action you could perform that would symbolize a 
deeper spiritual submission? 
  

Dig A Little Deeper: 
6:26 The miracle of feeding 5000 is a sign, inviting people to believe in Jesus. What happens when 
we are more interested in signs than Jesus’ teaching? How is praying for a sign different from praying 
for healing? 
  

6:31 Read Exodus 16 for the context of this conversation. From a Jewish perspective, what is Jesus 
saying when he claims to provide better bread than Moses. What is being communicated 
theologically about Jesus relationship to Moses, the law-giver? 
  

6:34 Again, Jesus speaks metaphorically but those listening take him literally (Jn 3:4; 4:15). 
  

6:35 This is the first of Jesus’ “I am” statements in the gospel of John. Each of these refer to God’s 
words to Moses at the burning bush (Ex 3:14) and represent a fulfillment of that teaching. What is 
Jesus communicating with his “I am the bread of life” teaching? 
  

6:36 Seeing does not make us believe, but belief transforms how we see. 
  

6:42 Why do we have a difficult time believing God can work among people we know? Why is such a 
belief a form of pride? 
  

6:44 What role does divine grace play in drawing people into relationship? Do you believe people can 
resist God’s desires for them? How does 1 Timothy 2:4 play into your thinking? 
  

6:47 Considering Jesus has not yet been crucified or raised, what does “the one who believes has 
eternal life” mean? 
  

6:52 The earlier case of taking Jesus’ words literally (6:34) now reemerges. The early church believes 
his words refer to Holy Communion, but what would these Jews hear (Deut 12:16)? What would they 
hear if they considered a metaphorical interpretation? 
  

6:60 The multitudes now begin to abandon him. How does Peter’s response to the situation provide 
guidance for us when we do not understand something? Why is understanding so important to us? 
What temptation are we facing when we make understanding a condition of obedience and belief? 
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Appendix A 
Hard Core Study Topics 

Lesson #1, Early Years 
-Research the Roman Catholic belief that Mary represents all women in giving birth and her 
purification in Lk 2:22 is an act of redemption for all Israel. Do you agree that Mary is a symbol of the 
Jerusalem Temple (Lk 1:35)? 
-What is the difference between a sin offering and a burnt offering in Jewish Law? 
-Explore the various translations of Luke 2:37 regarding Anna’s age. If she is 104 years old, how is 
she symbolically connected to Judith (Judith 16:34)? 
  
Lesson #2, Early Years 
-What are arguments for and against the idea each gospel is written for different audiences? 
-What are the traditions surrounding the names and fates of the Magi? What do these legends tell us 
about the early church’s view of Gentiles? 
  
Lesson #3, Early Years 
-Research the stories of Jesus’ “silent years” provided by the apocryphal gospels. 
-Explore the legends in various cultures that Jesus visited them in the “silent years.” 
-How is the “Nunc Dimittis” traditionally used in Christian worship? 
-Examine different denominational beliefs on when Jesus knew he was God. 
  
Lesson #4, Early Years 
-Research the “Q source.” What evidence is there for its existence? 
-Which stories are found only in one gospel? Do the nature of those stories shed any light on the 
communities to which each gospel is written? 
-Study various denominational answers to the question “what is the meaning of baptism?” 
  
Lesson #5, Early Years 
-Research Monophystitism and Nestorianism. How might those who fall in these categories 
understand the temptation stories? 
-Find the location of Jebel Qarantal, traditionally site of the temptation. 
-Examine the difference between the New Testament understanding of Satan/the devil compared to 
the Old Testament characterization? 
  
Lesson #6, Early Years 
-Research the Greek words “paragein” and “parerchesthai” which are translated “to pass by” in Mark 
1:16. How do these words relate to Yahweh “passing by” (Ex 33:19; 1 Kgs 19:11)? 
-How does the writer John present himself in his gospel? What evidence is there John is the disciple 
“whom Jesus loved” in 13:33? 
-Examine the history of Ardalion, who experienced, by some accounts, an instantaneous conversion. 
How does this differ from Wesley’s “heart strangely warmed” experience? 
  
Lesson #7, Early Years 
-Research scholarship on first century synagogue worship. What prayers were always included? 
What pattern did the readings take? 
-Explore why some scholars believe Luke’s report of Jesus’ visit to Nazareth is actually a compilation 
of several visits (Lk 4).   
-Why does Luke report Jesus leaves out “to heal the brokenhearted” while reading from Isaiah 61:1-2, 
replacing it with Isaiah 58:6? Is this Luke changing the text to conform to Jesus’ refusal to heal in 
4:23? 
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Lesson #1, Teacher 
-Read Wesley’s sermon “The Way to the Kingdom.” How did he understand true religion? 
-Research Jurgen Moltmann’s writings on the theology of hope. How does eschatological hope 
provide the basis for Christian ethics? 
-Explore how Mark uses the region of Galilee throughout his gospel. 
  
Lesson #2, Teacher 
-Read Wesley’s sermon “Upon Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount.” 
-Research what various denominations teach about divorce. What is the difference between the 
Greek terms for “divorce” and “putting your wife away?” When did Jesus use each? 
  
Lesson #3, Teacher 
-Explore Jesus’ teaching on light and darkness in the Gospel of Thomas. 
-Examine the translation issues surrounding Matthew 7:6. 
  
Lesson #4, Teacher 
-Research how the early church leader Marcion used the “new wine in old wineskins” passage. What 
was the church’s response to Marcionism? 
-Explore the tenets of Supersessionism. 
  
Lesson #5, Teacher 
-Explore the Roman Catholic view of tradition and scripture. What is the Greek Orthodox view of 
tradition? What does the phrase “Apostolic Tradition” mean? 
-When did the Sadducees cease to be a threat to the early church? Why are Pharisees mentioned 
more in scripture?   
-Study the meaning behind the words commonly translated “heart” in scripture, the Hebrew“lev”and 
the Greek“kardia.” 
  
Lesson #6, Teacher 
-Some of the worst theology written is based on Matthew 22:15-22. With that in mind, research how 
different churches and pastors respond to the question of whether Christians should pay taxes that 
support immoral governments or immoral activities. 
-Read about Herod the Great’s maneuvering following the assassination of Julius Caesar. 
-Minting coinage is an act of sovereignty. Explore the history of Rome coins and who Rome allowed 
to mint. 
  
Lesson #7, Teacher 
-Research two textual issues: 1) there is no high priest named Abiathar in David’s time (Mk 2:26) and 
2) from the Luke 6:1 version of Jesus’ Sabbath pronouncement, what does the variant “On the 
second first Sabbath…” mean? 
-Why do Matthew and Luke both fail to record Abithar’s name (Mk 2:26) and Jesus’ words in Mark 
2:27? How do we explain this if Mark is assumed to be a primary source for the other two gospels? 
  
Lesson #1, Healer 
-Research scholarship on why Mark 2:1-12 probably consists of two stories edited together. 
-Why do scholars also believe Mark 2:10 is an addition to the text by the early church? 
-Explore the history of the term “Son of Man.” How does the phrase change from Jewish idiom to 
superhuman being? 
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Lesson #2, Healer 
-Find definitions of spirit, spiritual, and spirituality that make sense when compared. 
-Research the various reasons given for the “messianic secret” in the gospel of Mark. 
-Explore Tell Hum archeological evidence of a synagogue from Jesus’ era. How does Luke 7:1-5 
influence our understanding of the city’s attitude toward religion?   
  
Lesson #3, Healer 
-Research the military structure of a Roman legion. How powerful is a centurion compared to the 
praetorian guard in Matthew 27:27? 
-Explore the belief the word used to describe the centurion’s servant refers to his homosexual lover. 
What was the role of homosexuality in the Roman legion? 
-Examine the “messianic banquet” imagery found in the Qumran texts. 
  
Lesson #4, Healer 
-Locate the approximate site of the city of Gadara. From where did the variant reading of 
“Gergesenes” and “Gerasenes” come? 
-Read Enoch 15-16. How does this passage compare today’s reading? 
-Research various church liturgies and instruction for exorcisms. Is it consistent theologically for a 
church to pray for physical healing and not pray for spiritual healing/exorcism? 
  
Lesson #5, Healer 
-If Mark 5:21-43 is a combination of two healing stories, as scholars believe, why does Mark edit them 
together? What is achieved by containing one within the other? 
-Explore the history and theology of holy relics. Do prayer cloths draw on the same theological 
underpinnings? Research the ministries that sell such prayer cloths today. Provide a theological 
critique of their offers. 
  
Lesson #6, Healer 
-Research the 39 types of “work” Jewish tradition forbids on the Sabbath. How many of these did you 
break last Sunday? Did any of your activities draw you closer to God? Did any of your “sins” push you 
farther away from God? 
-What does the Mishnah say about tying a knot on the Sabbath? 
  
Lesson #7, Healer 
-Research the history and biblical references for the pool of Siloam. Find photos of the site. 
-What did the early church require for the catechumenate? Some believe John 9 alludes to early 
baptism liturgies. Research early church baptism liturgies. Can you see a connection? 
-Scholars assume the exchange in John 9 represents the early church’s conflict with Jewish religious 
authorities. When did early church persecution start in earnest? 
  
Lesson #1, Compassionate Hospitality 
-If Matthew 9:9-13 is autobiographical, why does the writer follow Mark so closely (Mk 2:13-17)? What 
are other explanations? 
-Research the entrance requirements the Essene community placed on people. If John the Baptist is 
an Essene, how does that change our understanding of Mt 3:1-12 and 11:1-19? 
-Explore Donatism. What are the issues modern Donatists focus on when excluding people from 
Church leadership?   
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Lesson #2, Compassionate Hospitality 
-What do scholars mean by the little and big interpolations of Luke? What role does 8:1-3 play in this 
framework? 
-Research the history of the medieval church identifying Mary Magdalene as a sinful woman? What 
was gained politically by doing so? 
-Examine Luke 6:13-16 and Acts 1:21-22. What is the criteria Luke presents for an apostle? How 
does the cultural treatment of women contribute to the decision to name women as disciples but not 
apostles (“emissaries”) carrying the gospel to new communities? 
  
Lesson #3, Compassionate Hospitality 
-Read the Talmudic regulations on leprosy. How do the regulations deal with the social and 
communal needs of the person afflicted? 
-Explore the textual issues which cause some translators to suggest Jesus is moved by anger in Mark 
1:41. What explanations are given for this reading? 
  
Lesson #4, Compassionate Hospitality 
-Read the Gospel of Thomas version of this story. How do modifications to the pericope, as well as 
the additional comments attributed to Jesus, reflect a gnostic view of life? 
-How do a “pronouncement-story” and a “saying of Jesus” differ according to form criticism? 
  
Lesson #5, Compassionate Hospitality 
-Research the history of the John 7:53 - 8:11 pericope. Do scholars believe it reflects an authentic 
story or is it a later addition by the early church? 
-Read the story of Susanna in the Book of Daniel found in the Apocrypha. 
  
Lesson #6, Compassionate Hospitality 
-Explore the Temple restrictions placed on foreigners and women. Which group had more access to 
the Temple grounds? What does this teach us about the perception of each group? 
-Why do some scholars believe Mark 12:41-44 was originally a parable? 
  
Lesson #7, Compassionate Hospitality 
-Explore the history of Samaritan theology and its modern adherents. 
-What role did Alexander the Great play in Samaritan history? 
  
Lesson #1, Miracles 
-Explore how the early church practiced sacraments. Do those practices influence how John reports 
events in his gospel (2:1-11; 3:5; 6:35-58; 7:37-39; 12:18; 13:1-5)? 
-Research the Roman Catholic teachings on the role of Mary as the new or second Eve, “the mother 
of all the living.” What role does John 2:1-12 play in their beliefs? 
  
Lesson #2, Miracles 
-Explore the history of the Crusaders’ activity in the city of Nein. 
-Compare Luke’s story to the story of resuscitation told by Philostratus Vita Apollonii 4.45. 
  
Lesson #3, Miracles 
-Research the archeological evidence for fishing boats in Jesus’ time, including the “Sea of Galilee” 
boat. 
-When did a boat become a symbol for the church? How did this symbol play into interpretations of 
Mark 4:35-41? What did early church leaders teach from this passage? 
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Lesson #4, Miracles 
-Research various interpretations and “natural” explanations for the feeding of the 5000, including 
those of Bultmann and Schweitzer. What happens to the gospel when miracle is dismissed as a 
possibility in all situations? 
-Research the Jewish pseudepigraphical book 2 Baruch. How does 2 Baruch 29:8 relate to the 
feeding of the 5000? 
  
Lesson #5, Miracles 
-What is the Roman Catholic Church’s definition of a miracle? How does the “Congregation for the 
Causes of the Saints” establish the presence of a miracle? 
-Research the epistemic theory of miracles. 
  
Lesson #6, Miracles 
-Explore the events leading to the siege of Jerusalem and destruction of the Temple in 70 CE. 
-Read about the most recent developments surrounding the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem. 
  
Lesson #7, Miracles 
-Explore the many theories on the number 153 and why John 21:11 might use that number. 
-Research the various theories on who is represented by “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” What was 
the benefit of the gospel writer referring to a disciple in such a way? 
  
Lesson #1, Parables 
-Research scholarly opinion regarding the historicity of Jesus’ explanation of the parable of the sower 
(Mt 13:18-23). Why do so many feel this is a later addition? 
-Compare Matthew 13:1-9 to Mark 4:1-9. Does Matthew soften Mark’s position? 
-Explore traditional rabbinical parables. How do they compare to Jesus? 
  
Lesson #2, Parables 
-Research the passages of Mark which are unique to his gospel. Can you see any patterns in why 
Matthew and Luke choose to not include these in their writings? 
-Explore the concept of text-driven or genre-driven preaching. According to this theory, what are the 
dangers or temptations to avoid when preaching a parable? 
-Read John Wesley’s sermon 112, “The Rich Man and Lazarus.” How does Wesley use a parable as 
a primary sermon text? Does he state the ”meaning” of the text?   
  
Lesson #3, Parables 
-Read the Gospel of Thomas’ version of the lost sheep parable. Does the emphasis change?   
-Read the Gospel of Truth’s version of the lost sheep parable. Does the emphasis change? 
-If the parable of the Good Samaritan represents God’s love for sinners, what role, if any, does the 
death and resurrection of Jesus play? Is the parable presenting a different doctrine of atonement or 
making a different point altogether? 
  
Lesson #4, Parables 
-Read William Tyndale’s sermon “The Parable of the Wicked Mammon” (or as much of it as you can). 
How does the parable lead Tyndale to the doctrine of justification by faith? 
-What is the link between the phrase “sons of light” and the Dead Sea Scrolls? 
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Lesson #5, Parables 
-Research what the trip from Jerusalem to Jericho entails: distance, elevation, danger. What would be 
an equivalent trip in our region? 
-What is the role of a Levite in first century Judaism? How does the role differ from a priest? 
-Why do some view the parable of the good Samaritan as anti-Semitic? Are they correct? 
  
Lesson #6, Parables 
-Read John Wesley’s sermon 107 “On God’s Vineyard.” What kind of reception would Wesley receive 
if he preached that sermon in a typical Methodist gathering today? 
-Explore the reasons Matthew changes the phrase “kingdom of God’ into ‘kingdom of heaven.” Why 
does he not make that same change in Matthew 21:31? 
  
Lesson #7, Parables 
-Explore the tradition of the “evil eye” in Christian communities. From where does this idea arise? 
What groups or communities still believe in the evil eye? 
-What does the United Methodist Church’s Social Principles say about labor unions? 
  
Lesson #1, Relationship with Disciples 
-Study the literary structure of Luke’s gospel. What roles does Luke 9:51-62 play? What do scholars 
think “Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (9:51) signals to the reader? 
-How does Luke’s “Journey Narrative” (Lk 9:51 - 19:28) contribute to a conversation about Jesus’ 
self-awareness? Why does Jesus send out the seventy (10:1-20) if he knows the cross lies ahead? 
  
Lesson #2, Relationship with Disciples 
-Explore the cultural expectations surrounding hospitality in the Sodom and Gomorrah story of 
Genesis 18:16 - 19:29. 
-On how many of the twelve disciples do we have biographical information? What are the legends 
surrounding their origins? 
  
Lesson #3, Relationship with Disciples 
-What are traditional answers to the question based on Matthew 10:23: “did Jesus wrongly predict the 
immediate coming of the end times?” What are the implications of each answer? 
-How were first century synagogues organized? What does being handed over to a council mean (Mt 
10:17)? 
-How do first century Jews view the body (“soma”) and soul (“psyche”). Are they separate or unified? 
  
Lesson #4, Relationship with Disciples 
-Research the history and archeological evidence for Caesarea Philippi. Does the city’s relationship 
to the god Pan add meaning to Peter’s confession (Mt 16:13-16)? 
-How often and in what context is the word “church” used in the gospels? What might we surmise 
from the answer to that question? 
-Compare the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Protestant positions on Matthew 16:18. What 
steps can Christians take to limit personal bias in reading scripture? 
  
Lesson #5, Relationship with Disciples 
-Explore scholarship arguing for and against the transfiguration as a post resurrection story. 
-Research Jesus’ passion and resurrection as the new covenant “Exodus” story. 
-Why do some scholars believe the transfiguration is tied to the Feast of Tabernacles (eight days in 
Lk 9:28 and three tents in Lk 9:33)? 
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Lesson #6, Relationship with Disciples 
-Compare the United Methodist Church’s organizational structure to the United States government. 
Who plays the “executive branch” role in current Methodism? What bodies represent the judicial and 
legislative branches? What enforcement powers does the executive branch of the UMC have? 
-Compare how Roman Catholic and United Methodist Bishops are selected. What are the positives 
and negatives of each system? 
  
Lesson #7, Relationship with Disciples 
-Explore the historical background to the Roman Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation. When and 
why did this doctrine develop? What are the philosophical underpinnings for such a doctrine? 
-Research all Jesus’ “I am” statements in John. Do all of them point back to a fulfillment of old 
covenant imagery? 
 
       
      
   
   
         
      
     
     


