
 First Things 
 Issue No. 24                 A weekly publication of First United Methodist Church, Oak Ridge, Tennessee                    July 4, 2021 

WestWend to Play Outdoor Concert July 3 
Do you miss live music? So do we! The bluegrass, country, and 

Celtic band WestWend will be giving a concert on our front lawn 

Saturday, July 3, at 7:30 p.m. All are invited to come. We will have 

some chairs, but you are encouraged to bring your own lawn 

chairs. Join us for this musical way to celebrate the holiday–Red, 
White, and Bluegrass. 

Council Adopts New Mask Protocol Statement 
 

On Tuesday, June 22, our Church Council adopted a new policy regarding face masks: Face masks are required in the church 

building for individuals two years old and older UNLESS fully vaccinated against the COVID–19 virus. However, since children under 

the age of 12 cannot be vaccinated yet, please be kind and wear a face mask during worship services. The Council encourages 

those fully vaccinated to support our children, youth, and adults who are medically unable to be vaccinated by continuing to wear 

masks during worship for now. 
 

June Church Council Highlights 
 

Following are some other highlights from last week’s Council meeting:  

• Each adult Sunday school class/small group will decide whether or not vaccinated persons will mask or remain unmasked      

   when someone in the room is unvaccinated.  

• Because some who attend worship may be unvaccinated, we will continue to practice physical distancing in all worship spaces.  

• Coffee and doughnuts will not yet be allowed in the Welcome Center. 

• Nursery, children’s, and youth Sunday school classes will begin July 4. Children’s Church will be offered during Contemporary   

   and 11:15 a.m. Traditional worship. Our children’s Sunday school rooms have been redesigned and repainted in anticipation of 

   that day.  

• The Enduring Gifts Committee approved an $1,800 request by the Youth Ministry to purchase new furniture for the Loft. 

• Our High School Student Lunch ministry will relaunch when classes resume this fall.  

• Traditional worship choirs have returned. The Treble Choir (children), Parish Youth Choir, and Carillon Handbell Ensemble       

   rehearsals will begin Wednesday, August 4.  

• The free Red, White, and BLUEGRASS concert, featuring the bluegrass, country, old time, and Celtic band West Wend will be   

   held Saturday July 3, at 7:30 p.m., on the front lawn. All are welcome; bring a lawn chair.  

• The Stephen Ministers will soon offer a 50-hour training program for those who feel called to walk beside people facing       

   challenges. 

• With 42% of the year passed, the church has brought in 56% of the expected revenue and spent 40% of expected expenses.   

   The year-to-date surplus sits at $222,417 as of the end of May. 

• The Missions Committee distributed $25,000 to charities in June, for a total of $53,000 for the year and, 57% of the annual      

   budget. A total of $3,000 has been provided for area food pantries, and items continue to be purchased. 

• Our Staff Parish Relations Committee approved and began publicizing a new Director of Outreach & Communications        

   position.  

• Trustees reported the HVAC controls upgrade has been completed. 

• First Steps Child Development Center has approved a proposed final drawing for a new toddler playground.  

• Chuck and Debbie Fritts, our lay delegates to Holston Annual Conference, reported that a virtual annual conference gathering   

   took place on June 12, 2021. Reports were given but no votes of actions were taken. An in-person session will be held         

   August 28 at the MeadowView Conference Center in Kingsport. 

• Linda Bowen in our Finance and Administration Office has been authorized to explore new health, vision, and dental insurance 

   options for the staff, because Holston Conference insurance costs are escalating significantly. 

• Children’s Summer Fun Camp will begin July 6 and will run for three weeks. 

Interested in joining the church?  
July 18 is Membership Sunday 

 

Our pastoral staff is pleased to invite all our friends who 

participate in worship and ministries to make their 

commitment to Christ and support of First UMC official by 

becoming members in one of our three worship services. On 

Sunday, July 18, all are welcome to join our community of 

faith as we strive to work together in ministry and service to 

the community around us. Being a follower of Jesus is often 

hard, and we need support from others on the way. Please 

prayerfully consider allowing us to celebrate your 

commitment to Christ and participation in our congregation 

on July 18. If you are interested in this opportunity, contact 

one of our pastors.  
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In Sympathy 

We extend love and sympathy to  

Mike and Cassie Rueff and Linda 

Johnston and family in the death of 

Mike and Linda’s brother,  

Philip Rueff, on June 22. 
 

        Hospitalized    
Children’s: Lila Pruss  

Tennova North: Bob Henderson  

Discharged: Russ Morel, Cat Gray 
 

 

Our Gifts 
Offering this Week            $11,658 

2021 Year to Date                721,149 

2020 Year to Date             $722,669 
Monthly Offering                   $1,565 

Pastors 
Mark Flynn, lead 

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care 
Seth O’Kegley–Gibson, worship 

 

Contact Information 
 865.483.4357   www.fumcor.org 

 

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862 

Children’s Programs Begin July 4 
 

We are excited to welcome our children back to FirstKids, Sunday, July 

4. K–6 grade students will have an opportunity to join us for Children’s 

Church during the Contemporary service and the 11:15 a.m. 

Traditional Service. Students will leave with volunteers before the 

sermon and participate in their own lesson in Room 304.  They will 

rejoin their families for the end of worship. Sunday school will be 

offered to students grades K–6 from 10:30–11:10 a.m. in Rooms 304   

(K–3 grade), and 301 (4–6 grade). Nursery will be available from  

8:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (4 years and younger). Volunteers are still needed 

for nursery, Sunday school, and Children’s Church. Contact Shelby 

Fowler (sfowler@fumcor.org) for more information.  
 

FirstKids has a new security system that parents and family members 

need to be aware of. For your child to join a class, they must check in 

at the Welcome Center to get a name tag. With each child’s name tag, a 

security tag will also print. To pick up your child, you must have the 

matching security tag. Please allow extra time on your first visit to our 

security station (to input family information). This will only need to 

happen once, and the process will be much faster going forward. For 

more information about our security system for FirstKids, visit 

fumcor.org/cfm.  

Special Offering:  
Morgan Scott Project  

 

The Morgan Scott Project will receive our July special 

offering, which will be used to help the needy, 

elderly, and disabled in Morgan and Scott counties. 

The bread program delivers much more than bread 

to Deer Lodge, Tennessee, every week. Second 

Harvest also provides produce and dairy products to 

serve ~100 families. The ministry offers emergency 

aid (for utility bills, medication, glasses, hearing aids, 

etc.); home repairs (ranging from wheelchair ramps 

to new roofs); educational support services for 

adults; the Good Earth Garden which helps feed 

families; a thrift store; and more. Make checks 

payable to FUMC (memo: Morgan Scott). On Fridays, 

FUMC gathers and delivers food to Deer Lodge. If you 

can help (even occasionally), contact Ted Willgrubs

(tmwillgrubs@att.net). To learn more, visit 

morganscottproject.org 
 

 

Changes in Contemporary Worship 
A church member recently wrote “change is our 

companion”. That is good because we like to change 

Contemporary worship often in order to keep it…well, 

contemporary. Here are some new things. First, there 

is a new start time: 9:45 a.m. Second, Mark will be 

preaching most Sundays. Third, there will be a short 

greeting time before worship when Mark will touch 

base with the congregation before the livestream 

begins. And last, we will no longer have Holy 

Communion on a regularly scheduled basis. We will 

offer it on Sundays when it feels like a natural 

response to the message. We will not have communion 

in the Contemporary service this Sunday, July 4.  

New Small Groups  
to Launch 

 

Small groups foster relationships 

and provide a sense of belonging. 

Now that the church has begun to 

ease restrictions on in-person 

gatherings, the church is ready to 

start some new small groups. If you 

have ideas and are interested in 

being involved in the Small Group 

Committee, contact  

Rev. Jenny Caughman 

(jcaughman@fumcor.org, 483.4357).  
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