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The Financial Campaign 
 
 
What is the name of our 2020 Financial Stewardship Campaign?  
 

Our 2020 financial stewardship campaign is titled, “Moving 
Forward.” We chose that name because our goal is not merely to 
maintain our ministries. We desire God to lead us into the future, 
which means strengthening current programs and beginning new 
ministries that connect people to Jesus Christ. We believe the Holy 
Spirit is calling us to make a difference in the Oak Ridge community 
in 2020 and beyond.  
 
How is this year’s financial campaign different from last year’s?  
 

We have returned to a more traditional campaign, with a three-
week Sunday morning focus on stewardship. We are encouraging 
everyone to turn in their 2020 financial pledge cards by our 
Commitment Sunday.  
 
When is Commitment Sunday?  
 

Being good stewards of God’s gifts will be our focus on three 
Sundays: November 3, 10, and 17. Sunday, November 17 will be our 
Commitment Sunday.  
 
What is the goal of our moving forward financial campaign?  
 

Our goal for this campaign is to receive 275 pledges for at least 
$1,100,000. To provide some perspective, in 2018 we received 308 
pledges for $1,176,512. In 2019, we received 264 pledges for 
$1,060,613. By encouraging those who currently pledge to increase 
their giving by 1% and asking our new members to make their first 
pledges, we believe we can find $40,000 in increased giving.  
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How do Christians decide how much to pledge to a campaign?  
 

We would suggest the following steps. 1) Pray. As followers of 
Jesus, we are called to be generous with our financial resources 
because God has been generous to us. Life, spiritual gifts, salvation, 
forgiveness, hope for the future...all these are gifts from a loving 
God. Invite the Holy Spirit to lead your decision-making. 2) Think. 
Reflect prayerfully on what you are giving this year to the Church. 
3) Commit with your financial pledge to your church.  Christians 
give financially to the Church because we have been blessed and 
generously share what God has provided is the way of life Jesus 
taught us. “Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provided us with 
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be 
rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this 
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation 
for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is 
truly life.” (1 Timothy 6:17-19)  
 
What are the various ways I can give?  
 

You may give by placing a financial gift in the plate during worship. 
You may send in your offerings by mail (1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike, 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830). You can text in your gift to 865.685.4239 or 
give through our website (fumcor.org/give). You may give a one-
time gift or decide to have a gift sent electronically to the church 
each month. You may even give through an app — download 
“Joyfully2UMC” and choose First UMC, Oak Ridge. If you have 
questions on how to give through any of these methods, feel free 
to contact the Finance Office.  
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Will we have a chance to ask questions about the campaign and 
our church budget?  
 

Yes, our Finance Committee would like to invite everyone to a 
covered-dish luncheon on Sunday, November 3 immediately 
following our 11 am worship services. After everyone has a chance 
to travel through the food line, a short presentation about the 
campaign will be followed by a question and answer time. Of 
course, if you do not want to wait until November 3, please feel free 
to call, email, or speak to any of the pastoral staff or members of 
the Finance Committee now.  
 
I have been taught that Christians are supposed to “tithe.” What 
does that mean?  

 

Although many people use it as a synonym for “give,” the word 
“tithe” means to offer 10% of your income to God’s work. This 
principle is consistently taught from the first pages of scripture. 
“Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He 
was priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying, 
‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. 
And praise be to God Most High, who delivered your enemies into 
your hand.’ Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.” (Genesis 
14:18-20). God’s covenant people have used the tithe as a baseline 
for financial giving ever since. The Church encourages everyone who 
is not currently tithing to prayerfully consider increasing their giving 
by 1% each year until they are tithing.  
 
Why do some active members of the church give but not make a 
pledge to the budget?  
 

We do not presume that all our members who do not make a 
pledge do so for the same reasons. Some have said their primary 
reason is because they are unsure what their income will be in the 
coming year and would feel terrible if they were unable to fulfill 
their pledge. Others indicate they don’t like any form of “debt” and 
avoid it whenever possible. There are probably other reasons as 
well.  
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What is our congregation’s perspective on those who give but do 
not pledge?  
 

Well, first of all, we want to say “thank you” for giving. We could 
not accomplish all we do as a church without their support. We 
never want anyone to feel bullied into pledging or that they have to 
compromise their beliefs in order to be connected to our 
congregation. However, pledges will certainly help us plan our 2020 
budget with more confidence. If you need to change your pledge in 
the middle of next year because your financial situation, we 
understand. Think of it this way: how would you feel if your 
employer told you the company will pay you a salary next year, but 
she couldn’t tell you what that would be? Even if you know the 
employer and company are trustworthy, trying to make a budget in 
that situation is difficult. The same is true for the church.  
 
Who sets the church budget each year?  
 

Our Finance Committee, in conjunction with staff and committee 
leaders, is responsible for creating a proposed budget for the 
following year. They present that proposed budget to the Church 
Council, where it is modified and/or approved.   
 
How do they determine the budget’s total amount?  
 

The leadership ultimately sets our budget according to three things. 
1) The most important factor is the total income from the previous 
year because it represents hard data about our congregation’s 
giving patterns. 2) We also use the number and amount of pledges 
going into the next year compared to the year before. These figures 
help our leadership have a sense of whether our Church is headed 
toward growth or contraction. 3) We also use some “soft” data, 
such as the number of new families joining us vs. the number 
leaving, deaths, etc.  
 
Where can I find all the financial details of the church? 
 

We have created a booklet entitled “Financial Overview of the 
Church” for this campaign. It offers a great deal of detail. If you 
have more questions after that reading, please feel free to contact 
our church’s Finance Office. They will be more than happy to supply 
you with even more information.  4 

What is the total budget for 2020 going to be?  
 

Well, that is hard to say exactly because (as we said in the question 
above) the most important figure we use in setting next year’s 
budget is the amount of total income from the year before. We 
won’t know that until a few weeks into January. After our 
leadership has that and the other data it needs (number of pledges, 
etc.), then they will set the total 2020 budget. We anticipate that 
happening at the Church Council meeting on January 28, 2020. 
HOWEVER, since our Church Council has already said their goal is to 
reduce our budget by at least 2% each year, and this year’s budget 
is $1,491,136, a fairly good guess is that our 2020 budget will be 
around $1,461,313. You will remember that our goal for this 
campaign is 275 pledges for at least $1,100,000. The difference 
between those two figures is the amount of non-pledged giving we 
receive.  
 
 
Sounds like a lot of business decisions to me. Is there a spiritual 
component to all this?  
 

Absolutely. Although some would say business is the opposite of 
faith, we celebrate the opposite. Jesus called us to be faithful and 
Christ-like in ALL aspects of our life: in business and at home, in how 
we use our resources and our time, in how we treat people 
wherever we encounter them. Our finances are a part of our 
spiritual life. What we spend money on matters. The opportunity to 
give financially (as well as giving our time, energy, home, love, etc.) 
is a gift from God which blesses us. At least that is what the Bible 
teaches. “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will 
result in thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:11) We want to 
embody good (honest, transparent) business practices, but never 
forget that our giving is tied to our spiritual life.  
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