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 First Things 
Register For the  

Youth Retreat ASAP! 
There is only one week to register for the 
$30, (scholarships available) youth retreat 
January 10-12 at Wesley Woods, so register 
now! The registration deadline is December 
18.  There will be an afternoon outing to 
Gatlinburg on Saturday too. Don't miss 
out! Campfire: Stories is a brand-new 
youth retreat created by two youth direc-
tors, Zach Smith (Bookwalter UMC) and 
Kayla Carico (First UMC Oak Ridge). Stories 
are important and we each have a story 
about how God has shown up in our lives, 
whether through the Holy Spirit or through 
other people. This retreat is designed to 
include and embrace everyone's story, and 
to help youth find a voice for their own 
individual stories, through shared activi-
ties in small groups, worship, interest 
groups, sharing gifts and talents, and of 
course, telling stories around the campfire! 
Kayla has registration forms on her desk, 
in the church office, or online at 
fumcor.org/youthforms. We are also in 
need of 2-3 chaperones for this trip! If 
you'd like to be a chaperone, please let 
Kayla know at kcarico@fumcor.org.  

Our Winter Studies 
We are pleased to announce a variety of new classes and programs will begin the week follow-
ing Sunday, January 12. Some of these will be short-term, others longer term. Contact Megan 
Alden, malden@fumcor.org, if you need childcare. 
 

Tuesdays 
Adults (Beginning January 14) 
“Connecting with God Through Creativity.” All welcome in this 12-week study which will  explore 
the connection between creative expression and spirituality, 6 - 7:30 pm.  
 

Wednesdays 
Children  (Beginning January 15) from 5:15-7:15pm. 
“Wonderful Wednesdays,” pre-K through 6th graders will have a light meal, choir music practice 
as well as a rotation schedule of Library Tales, Creative Arts, Bible Buddies, and Project X (service 
projects). Kids will participate in Choir as well as one of the rotations each week, ending at 7:15pm.  
 

Youth (happening now!)  
Wednesday Activities, 7th through 12th graders gather at 6 pm for Youth Choir in the music room 
and at 7 pm in the loft, spending time deepening their spiritual lives and having fun.  
 

Adults (beginning January 15) 
1. “Connecting with God Through Creativity.” All welcome in this 12-week study which will 
explore the connection between creative expression and spirituality, 1 -2:30 pm.  
2.    “iStudy: Torah,” a 7-week Bible study designed for those with no Bible background as well as 
advanced students, from 6-8 pm.   
3.    “Nonviolence In A Violent World,” a 4-week study taking a look at how Gandhi, Jesus Christ, 
and Howard Thurman informed Martin Luther King Jr’s philosophy, from 7-8:30.  

Adults (beginning March 4) “John Wesley’s Sermons For Today,” a 6-week series, from 7-8:30   

Highlights from our 2020 Finance Campaign 
 

Our 2020 “Moving Forward” stewardship campaign will soon come to an end. As our Fi-
nance Office is receiving estimates of giving for next year, two highlights stand out that 
should be celebrated. Thus far... 
* 91 of those who returned an estimate of giving plan on increasing their 2020 giving 
* we have received 38 new estimates of giving for 2020 
 

Thanks to all of you who financially support the ministries of our congregation! If you have 
not yet turned in your estimate of giving for next year, please prayerfully consider doing so 
before the end of the month! 

Homebound Members’ Birthday! 
There are currently about 50 members of our 
congregation who, due to physical or cognitive 
challenges, can no longer make it to church on 
Sunday mornings. Recognizing their ongoing 
importance and the need to visit is part of Jenny 
Caughman’s job. In addition, there are members 
of the congregation who visit them on a month-
ly basis and send them cards. Wanting to in-
crease this ministry, we will begin listing in the 
newsletter the names of those who are having a 
birthday that month. We hope many of you will 
choose to send them cards to let them know  
they are valued members of our congregation. In 
January, please take a moment and send each 
person listed a card. You can get their addresses 
by either looking in the directory or contacting 
the church office (483-4357). 

Youth Christmas Party 
On Friday, December 20, youth grades 7-12 
are invited to a Christmas Party at Mark and 
Annette Flynn's house! Come at 6:00pm and 
leave by 9:00pm, and bring a "white ele-
phant" gift to share in a game of Dirty Santa 
(don't spend more than $10 on it, if you're 
buying a gift). RSVP by December 15 by call-
ing Kayla at 483-4357 or emailing her at 
kcarico@fumcor.org. 

Worship for December 15 

  8:45 & 11 am Traditional Service 
        Sermon: “Trinity Knot” 

Gospel: Luke 1:46-55; Matthew 11:2-11 
Rev. Mark Flynn, lead pastor 

11 am Contemporary Service 
Sermon: “Trinity Knot”  
Gospel: Luke 1:46b-55 

Rev. Chris Black, associate pastor 
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Schedule for December 14 - December 21, 2019  

Keystone & First Steps—M-F 
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Packing for the Cookie Delivery Ministry    Join us on 
Dec. 22nd from 4-5:30pm as we pack-up some of your home-made 
cookies to be delivered to persons in our community who have to work 
on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. Jeff Kile and Wendel Werner will 
help lead us in festive Christmas songs while we pack (and eat) cook-
ies. These small packages will be available after the Christmas Eve 
services to deliver in the community. Contact Ruthie Gordon at 
rjruns@comcast.net if you are willing to contribute some cookies! 
 

Shop at Amazon? If you order items from Amazon, then why not 
order from Amazon Smile, a charitable division of Amazon? Just 
change your url to say amazonsmile.com. You can then designate 
“First United Methodist Church Oak Ridge” as your charitable 
organization. In 2019, First Church received $190 in Amazon Smile 
Rewards!  

Our Financial Update Our “Moving Forward” stewardship 
campaign to fund next year’s ministries is still underway. Members 
and friends of First Church continue to turn in their “estimates of 
giving.” So far we have received 211 “estimates of giving” toward our 
goal of 275 (77%). Those represent a total of $964,677 toward our 
campaign goal of $1,100,000 (88%). This is wonderful news! We are 
only $135,323 and 64 estimates of giving from our goal! If we hear from 
the 92 other persons/families who pledged last year, we should enter 
2020 in a solid financial position. If you have not yet turned in your 
estimate of giving, please prayerfully consider doing so.   

First Steps’ Christmas Program First Steps’ Preschool will 
be holding their annual Christmas Concert on December 20 at 11am in 
the Sanctuary. Feel free to attend and watch all the little ones have a 
festive time! Front seats for parents, please. 
 

Saturday, December 14 
8:00 Pancake Breakfast 
8:30 Concert Rehearsal, Sanc 
9:00 Girl Scouts, 115/117 
10:00 Christmas Visitation, Chpl 
11:30 F.S. Staff Party, FH 
5:30 Youth Monthly Movie 
Sunday, December 15 
8:45 Traditional Service, Sanc. 
10:00 Sunday School 
10:15 Abiding Worship, Chapel 
11:00 Traditional Service, Sanc. 
11:00 Contemporary Serv, MPR 

7:00 Christmas at First Church 
Monday, December 16 
9:30 OR Mom’s Group, FH 
11:00 ROMEO, 202 
12:00 Clutter Busters, 204 
1:15  Staff Mtg, 207 
7:00 Christmas at First Church 
Tuesday, December 17 
8:15  Weekly  Communion, Chpl 
12:00 Centering Prayer, Chapel 
4:00 Children’s Choir, 106 
4:00 Pageant Prac., Sanc. 
5:30 Finance Mtg, 207 

6:30 Ballroom Dancing, MPR 
Wednesday, December 18 
9:00 Small Group, 202 
9:30 SET, 204 
10:30 First Things Folders, 207 
3:30 Sisters in Spirit, 202 
5:15 Junior Choir, 106 
5:30 Free Community Meal 
6:00 Youth Choir, 106 
6:00 Chrismon Class, 204 
7:00 Youth Group, Loft 
7:00 Adult Choir, 106   
 

Thursday, December 19 
11:20 Thursday Lunch, MPR 
10:00 Trinity Knitters, 206 
6:00 F.S. Staff Mtg, FH 
Friday, December 20 
8:00 Women’s Small Grp, 202 
11:00 F.S. Christmas Program 
6:00 Youth Christmas Party 
6:15 Joyful Reconcilers, 207 
Saturday, December 21 
10:00 Pageant Rehearsal, Sanc. 
 
 

Our Gifts 
Offering this Week                     $29,488 
2019 Year to Date        $1,272,504 
2018 Year to Date      $1,309,557 
December Special Offering         $835 

 

Can You Hear Me Now? 
        There are members of our congregation 
that are part of the hurting world quietly 
crying out for help. What a blessing it would 
be if they had a caring Christian listener, like 
you, with whom to talk. Be trained as a 
skilled, confidential Stephen Minister. 
Training begins in January. If interested, 
contact Jenny at jcaughman@fumcor.org. 

Help the ADFAC Crisis Cupboard 
On Sunday December 22nd, our church will 
collect supplies for the ADFAC (Aid to Dis-
tressed Families of Appalachian Counties) 
Crisis Cupboard. This resource is stocked 
with some essential items that folks need 
but often can’t afford. {Or purchase with 
SNAP benefits.} These items are given away 
to meet an emergency need for folks who 
come to ADFAC for assistance. Please bring 
at least one of the items below to the basket 
outside of Chris’ office downstairs or to the 
Fellowship Hall. 
Items Needed: Laundry detergent, paper 
towels, toilet paper, tissues, diapers, wipes, 

deodorant, body wash, shampoo,  
travel size toiletries, household cleaners, 
dish soap, toothpaste/brush, and non-
perishable food. 

In Loving Memory 
Kathy Wilson 

who joined FUMC on October 23, 1977, 
and died on December 7, 2019. 

We extend love and sympathy to her hus-
band David, daughter, Dawn, and grand-

children, Wilson and Midori Hammer. 
Our Prayers: 

MMC: Mary Kate O’Kain 
Discharged: Bob Smith, Nancy Vath,   

Arlene Crawford 

 December Special Offering 
Our December special offering is for the 
YWCA. Its main function is to offer domestic 
violence services in Oak Ridge and Anderson 
County. The programs offered by the Y help to 
provide safe housing for threatened women 
and their children; counseling and mental 
health services; advocacy in the courts; and 
community education.  
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