
The Book of Forgiving by Desmond Tutu 
Disunity in Christ by Christina Cleveland 

God Unbound by Elaine Heath 

Finding “Community” In Our Library! 
As our church-wide “Unity, Constancy, and Peace” study takes place during the month of September, don’t forget that our excellent church 

library has over 100 wonderful resources on the topics of community, unity, and peace. Here are a few to whet your appetite: 
Body Politics: five practices of the Christian community before the watching world by John Howard Yoder 

Community: building relationships within God’s family by Hybels/Haney 
The Different Drum: community making and peace by M. Scott Peck 

Living Into Community: cultivating practices that sustain us by Christine Pohl 
Cultivating Christian Community by Thomas Hawkins 
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A United Methodist Church Update 

In February, our congregation (along with every other United Methodist Church in the world) anxiously waited for General Conference dele-
gates gathered in St. Louis to decide if our denomination would change its stance on LGBTQ ordination and same-sex marriage. It was widely 
assumed at the time that change was coming, either through legislation or the UMC splitting over those issues. The results of that gathering 
left almost everyone frustrated; no final decisions were reached. We are very much in the same place we were before the Conference began.  
Since then, that deep frustration has led representatives of conservative, centrist, and progressive groups to hold unprecedented, non-
legislative dialogue about  how best to resolve this situation. Those dialogues have led to a few proposed plans that will be taken up by delegates 
at the next General Conference in May 2020. Interestingly, all the plans currently proposed have one thing in common. They assume some sort 
of split in the UMC is coming. Whether by forming mini-denominations under a UMC umbrella organization or splitting into entirely different 
Wesleyan denominations, expectations are that some form of legislation will pass in May that enables conservatives and centrist/progressives 
to go their separate ways. We will learn specifics about the various plans later this fall when the proposed legislation is finalized and made pub-
lic, but if you want to read what we currently know about the three most prominent plans, visit our FUMCOR.org website and look under 
“resources.” Nobody knows which of these plans (or some variation of them) will pass in May 2020. Until then, we continue to serve God, be 
the Body of Christ in the Oak Ridge community, and pray the Holy Spirit will guide us today and in the future. 

Will You Support the Mission Trip Program? 
Our mission trip program is much respected in the community. For our church’s size, our 
mission trip program is very active. In the next three months, there will be three mission 
teams going out to Sager Brown, Panama, and North Carolina and earlier this year, a team 
went to Honduras. We do this because Jesus said to go out to the ends of the earth and make 
disciples. What better way to make disciples than to show people the love of God by doing 
things that help them! Whether it’s helping them overcome a medical problem, rebuilding 
someone’s house damaged by a hurricane, assembling disaster relief supplies, or restoring 
good vision with a new pair of glasses, we are not only serving people in need, we are doing 
these things as for Jesus. I think of the single mother with the broken leg for whom we ar-
ranged the surgery and care for her recovery. I think of the critically ill 2-year-old child with 
sepsis who we were able to treat and probably save his life. I think of the disabled elderly lady 
living in her hurricane-damaged home for 2 years before we helped her with home repairs. 
For the past 17 years, our church has assembled over 70 mission teams of over 1200 volunteers 
and demonstrated God’s love to people in need. This is the start of a September fundraising 
effort to support our mission trip program. It can only happen with your financial support. 
You have been generous in the past for which we are thankful!  Your donations buy medical 
and construction supplies, glasses and disaster kits, all of which cost $20,000+ a year and 
make it possible for us to do our work. In the church bulletin on Sunday, Sept. 8th will be an 
insert describing how you can make a donation to our mission trip program.  We are very 
thankful for your support.   - Jim Michel 

 Shop at Kroger or Amazon? 
If you shop at Kroger Supermarket, be sure 
to enroll in the Community Rewards pro-
gram at Kroger.com. Designate “First Unit-
ed Methodist Church (Oak Ridge)” as the 
charitable organization you’d like to sup-
port. If you have already enrolled, be sure to 
re-enroll each fall to ensure your communi-
ty rewards continue to help support our 
church. In 2018, First Church received $725 
from Kroger’s Community Rewards pro-
gram! Likewise, if you order items from 
Amazon Smile, a charitable division of Am-
azon, designate “First United Methodist 
Church Oak Ridge” as your charitable or-
ganization. In 2018, First Church received 
$150 in Amazon Smile Rewards! 
Smile.amazon.com 

Our Prayers 
UT: Dee Crumm 

Discharged: Mary Lou Auxier 

http://FUMCOR.org


Worship for September 1 

 

Sermon Series:  

Unity, Constancy, and Peace 

Sermon: “Why Community 
Matters” 

 

8:45 & 11 am Traditional Service 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:4-10 
Rev. Chris Black, associate pastor 

 

11 am  Contemporary Service 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:4-10 

Rev. Mark Flynn, lead pastor 
 

Schedule for August 31 - September 7, 2019  

Unity, Constancy, and Peace in Sunday School 
As we hope everyone is aware we are doing a church-wide study in 
September: “Unity, Constancy, and Peace: What does ‘Community’ 
look like for First Church?” Included in this study are Sunday school 
lessons for the entire month which have been sent to the leaders of 
each class. The Pastors’ Bible Study will study this as well. On 
September 1st, we will join the Fellowship Class in the Fellowship 
Hall. All are invited to attend. 

You Are Invited to Join the FUMC Book Group 
If you love to read and want to discuss books, then come join us on the 
second Mon. of the month, Sept.-June. We meet at 1:00 PM in Rm 207 
for about 1.5 hours. We have light refreshments and then review the 
book for that month. In the fall, members offer suggestions of books to 
read for the coming year and then vote on ten in Dec. We read a range of 
books that would interest the group and  lend to discussion. For more 
information, contact Carolyn Henderson at carbob4@comcast.net. 

XYZ Returns 
XYZ Seniors will resume meeting for its third year on Sept. 11th at 
noon in the Fellowship Hall. The menu will be catered by Judy Dodd’s 
Catering: Grilled Chicken Strips, mashed potatoes with toppings, 
green salad and individual cheese cakes, punch, iced tea, and coffee. 
If we have vegans coming we need to know that when you register. 
The program will be by Chip Bailey from Appalachian Museum of 
Norris. His theme will be the History of Gospel Music with a sing-a-
long with our guests. All guests must have a reservation in by Sept. 
5th. You may pay at the Church Office, or at the door on Sept. 11th. I 
emphasize, you must have a reservation!!! The XYZ Seniors 
Committee has planned an exciting year and we look forward to 
seeing everyone Sept. 11th at noon! We have resumed our goal of 
making this program ecumenical/interdenominational. Please invite 
friends and bring them with you! For further questions, call Ann 
Munz, 865 483 1571. 
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Pastors 
Mark Flynn, lead pastor 

Chris Black, associate pastor 
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care 

 

Contact Information 
 865.483.4357      

www.fumcor.org 
To Contact the Pastor On Call: 

865.272.9862 

September Special Offering: The Family Resource Center 
The goal of the program is to remove any barriers that affect a child’s academics. 
Jo Bruce, the program’s director, outlines some of the many services offered in-
cluding case management, the Readers and Leaders Tutorial Program, Parent 
Workshops and Parenting Programs, Food 4 Kids, Children’s Clothing Closet and 
partnering with ADFAC to provide school supplies. During the 2018/2019 school 
year, the program served 926 families-impacting 1,768 children. Many of the 
families received multiple services dealing with problems such as homelessness, 
joblessness, medical issues and help in navigating the social services system. It 
also coordinated the Angel Tree Program system wide. While the program does 
receive grant funding, it also depends heavily on donations and in-kind services 
totaling almost $240,000 dollars last year. Funding is always important at the 
beginning of the school year and you can help by writing your check to FUMC with 
September Special Offering in the Memo line. 

Keystone & First Steps—M-F 

 
 
 

Creative Directions: Join Us! 
Creative Directions is a circle group of the United Meth-
odist Women that meets the first Wed. of the month, 
Sept.-May, at 10 am in Rm 206. We have programs seven 
months of the year and join in fellowship for lunch on 
two others. We nurture our members and then reach out 
to women and children all over the world through our 
giving to United Methodist Women.  Anyone interested 
in joining is invited at any time. Questions, contact  
Carolyn Henderson, carbob4@comcast.net. 

Our Gifts 
Offering this Week                  $19,681 
2019 Year to Date        $912,833 
2018 Year to Date             $943,237 

August Special Offering           $1,375 

Saturday, August 31 
No activities scheduled 
Sunday, September 1 
8:45 Traditional Service, Sanc 
10:00 Sunday School 
11:00 Traditional Service, Sanc 
11:00 Contemporary Serv, MPR 
Monday, September 2 
Labor Day—Building Closed 
Tuesday, September 3 
8:15  Weekly  Communion, Chpl  
9:30 Christian Homemaking, FH 
12:00 Centering Prayer, Chapel 
4:00 Children’s Choir, 106 

6:30 Social Concerns, 207 
6:30 Ballroom Dancing, MPR 
Wednesday, September 4 
9:00 Small Group, 202 
10:00 Creative Directions, 206 
10:00 Small Group, 204 
10:30 First Things Folders, 207 
11:00 Body Menders, MPR 
3:30 Sisters in Spirit, 202 
5:15 Junior Choir, 106 
6:00 Chrismon Class, 204 
6:00 Youth Choir, 106 
6:15 Chris’ Bible Study, FH 
7:00 Youth Group, Loft 

7:00 Adult Choir, 106 
Thursday, September 5 
10:00 Legacy Small Group, 202 
11:20 Thursday Lunch, MPR 
6:30 Girl Scouts, 206 
Friday, September 6 
8:00 Woman’s Small Grp, 202 
11:00 Body Menders, MPR 
5:00 Senior High Retreat 
Saturday, September 7 
No activities scheduled 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


