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Successful Community  
Service Day Project 
(Blossom Center) 

 

FUMC’s Missions Committee organizes local projects 

that can be completed in a day. The Missions team 

(plus some helping hands) completed the first 2021 

project, extending the playground at Blossom Center 

near Willow Brook Elementary School. Blossom 

Center offers academically oriented child 

development and is open 20 hours per day, 7 days 

per week, and having a great playground is essential 

to learning and growth. In a half day, the volunteer 

team of 12 extended the fence 16 feet to make more 

play space. The children were curious about the 

project, so they stepped outside for a peek at the 

beginning of the project and for a happy photo upon 

completion. This project will make life better and 

definitely more fun for our children.  
 

If you’d like to lend a hand in September, watch for 

details about upcoming projects. Community Service 

Days are a great way to meet people and a wonderful 

way to serve.  

Want to help homeless families? 
 

A few years ago, several FUMCOR members explored the 

possibility of participating in “Family Promise of Roane 

County.” FPRC’s mission is to shelter first time homeless 

children and their families in safe, stable, and caring 

environments. The group decided to wait for FRRC’s 

leadership, which was in transition, to stabilize. Then the 

pandemic hit.  
 

We are excited to explore this critical need again. All who are 

interested in learning about FPRC are invited to a meeting 

with the ministry’s new Executive Director, Gregory Chadwick, 

Sunday, July 18, at 12:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  
 

Following is a brief overview of how Family Promise ministry 

works. Homeless children and their families stay in host sites, 

usually churches. Host sites house up to two families, one 

week at a time, four weeks in a calendar year. FPRC provides 

case management and sustained post-program support, 

making sure each family finds the stability they deserve. Each 

morning, a van (if the families do not have their own 

transportation) takes the families to the Day Center. The Day 

Center is listed as the family’s address, so this is where the 

children are picked up and taken to school each morning. 

During the day, there are no families at the church. Volunteers 

at the host site supply meals and spend time with the children 

and families. Two volunteers are needed to stay overnight.  
 

Family Promise of Roane County currently has seven host 

sites, which allows us to provide shelter to the families from 

November through May. Their goal—their need—is to make 

this sheltering program yearlong. There should never be a 

reason children and their families can’t have a safe place to 

sleep.  
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Our Gifts 
Offering this Week              $27,372 

2021 Year to Date                $748,234 

2020 Year to Date               $739,066 
Monthly Offering                        $700 

 

Pastors 
Mark Flynn, lead 

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care 
Seth O’Kegley–Gibson, worship 

 

Contact Information 
 865.483.4357   www.fumcor.org 

 

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862 

Special Offering: Morgan Scott Project  
 

The Morgan Scott Project will receive our July special 

offering, which will be used to help the needy, elderly, and 

disabled in Morgan and Scott counties. The ministry offers 

emergency aid (for utility bills, medication, glasses, hearing 

aids, etc.); home repairs; educational support services for 

adults; the Good Earth Garden which helps feed families; a 

thrift store; and more. Make checks payable to FUMC 

(memo: Morgan Scott). On Fridays, FUMC gathers and 

delivers food to Deer Lodge. If you can help (even 

occasionally), contact Ted Willgrubs(tmwillgrubs@att.net). 

To learn more, visit morganscottproject.org 
 

Interested in joining the church?  
July 18 is Membership Sunday 

 

Our pastoral staff is pleased to invite all our friends who 

participate in worship and ministries to make their 

commitment to Christ and support of FUMC official by 

becoming members in one of our three worship services. 

On Sunday, July 18, all are welcome to join our community 

of faith as we strive to work together in ministry and 

service to the community around us. If you are interested 

in this opportunity, contact one of our pastors.  
 

Reserve Your Directory Photo Date 
 

It is time to reserve your date for your photo session for 

the church directory. Go to the website (fumcor.org) under 

the Resources tab and  select Photo Sessions. Make sure 

you choose FUMC’s availabilities on the reservation site. 

We ask that everyone try to be included so our 

congregation can recognize individuals. You do not have to 

be a member to have your picture in the directory. These 

sessions are pet friendly! 
 

New Staff Responsibilities 
 

Now that the Rev. Chris Black has begun his new appointment, our 

current staff will be assuming Chris’ former responsibilities.    
 

 Community Assistance        pastoral staff 

 Hospital Visitation Rotation      Seth O’Kegley-Gibson  

 Library Committee         Jenny Caughman  

 Missions Committee        Seth O’Kegley-Gibson 

 Social Concerns Committee      Seth O’Kegley-Gibson 

 Worship Leadership/Preaching     Mark Flynn 

 Welcoming and Connecting Committee   Shelby Fowler 

 Young Married Sunday School      TBD 
 

Livestreaming Continues 
Just because we have returned to worship does not mean we have 

stopped livestreaming our services. Go to “Click here for FirstChurch 

Live” at fumcor.org for the links to the services. 
 

Want to help keep our flowerbeds beautiful? 
Several long-term volunteers responsible for keeping a flowerbed 

weed-free have decided to pass that ministry on to others. Would you 

be willing to oversee one flowerbed and keep it beautiful during these 

warm months? Nothing more than weeding is required; trimming 

bushes is already covered. Contact Rev. Mark Flynn 

(mflynn@fumcor.org) if you are interested.  
 

 

New Small Groups to Launch 
 

In addition to being a way to grow our faith, small groups foster 

relationships and provide a sense of belonging. Now that the church 

has begun to ease restrictions on in-person gatherings, we are ready 

to start some new small groups. If you have ideas and are interested 

in being involved in the Small Group Committee, contact Rev. Jenny 

Caughman (jcaughman@fumcor.org, 483.4357).  

 
 

Coffee, Dessert, and Difficult Conversation Coming  

Monday, July 12 
 

Of course, this particular session will be without the “coffee and dessert” part—pandemic 

protocols are still in place. However, our lack of refreshments will not keep us from good 

dialogue about our current sermon series on Spirituality and Mental Health in the Aftermath 
of a Pandemic. As with past CDDC events, speakers will offer short presentations and 

provide a discussion topic for those seated at tables. Our goal is to have open conversation 

about controversial topics and show grace to those with whom we disagree.  
 

Our presenters are 1) Shawn Roach, Clinical Social Worker and local psychotherapist, 

discussing “Re-Entry Anxiety” and “Coping Strategies” and 2) Matthew Holder, our new 

Director of Recovery Ministries, discussing “Substance Abuse During COVID–19.”  
 

All are welcome. No reservations needed. Mark your calendar now for Monday, July 12, at 

6:30 p.m. in the Multi-purpose room.  
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